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Pustuic Law 601, 79TH Coneress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress (1946), chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides : 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 
SEC, 121. STANDING COM MITTEES 


2 + * s © = a 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
RULE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* s = * * ” 2 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American Activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects to un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces- 
sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authoized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


v 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 84TH CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 5, 1955 
* * * * * * . 


Rule X 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
the following standing committees: 


* * * * * * * 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* * * * k * . 
RULE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * * * # * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American Activities, 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces- 
sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such invesii 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance of 
such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and to 
take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under the 
signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by eny such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


VI 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 1956 


Untrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met 
at 9:30 a. m., pursuant to recess, in room 518, Federal Building, Los 
Angeles, Calif., Hon. Morgan M. Moulder (chairman of the subcom- 
mittee) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Morgan M. Moulder, 
of Missouri (presiding), Clyde Doyle, of California, Donald L. Jack- 
son, of California, and Gordon H. Scherer, of Ohio. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Wil- 
liam A. Wheeler and Courtney E. Owens, investigators. 

Mr. Moutper. The committee will be in order. 

Mr. Tavenner, would you call your first witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Thomas W. Nelson. 

Mr. Movutper. Will you hold up your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony which you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help 
you, God ? 

Mr. Nexson. I doso affirm. 


TESTIMONY OF THOMAS WALFRID NELSON, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, ROSE S. ROSENBERG 


Mr. TavenNER. Will you state your name, please, sir. 

Mr. Netson. Thomas W. Nelson. 

Mr. TavENNER. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify herself for the record. 

Mrs. Rosenserc. Rose S. Rosenberg, b-e-r-g. 

Mr. TavennerR. When and where were you born, Mr. Nelson ? 

Mr. Netson. I was born February 24, 1913, in Little Rock, Wash. 

Mr. TavennER. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Netson. In Long Beach. 

Mr. TaveNNER. How long have you resided in Long Beach? 

Mr. Netson. Approximately 4 years. 

Mr. TavenNER. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been. 

Mr. Netson. I have been educated in the public schools of the State 
of Washington. I was graduated from the Washington schools in 
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Olympia, Wash. In my grammar school education I was valedic- 
torian of my class. From Olympia High School I was salutatorian of 
a class of 160 pupils. I have a bachelor’s degree from Western Col- 
lege of Education. I have had 1 year of graduate training at the Uni- 
versity of Washington. 

Mr. TavenNeR. When did you receive your bachelor’s degree ? 

Mr. Netson. In 1937. 

The graduate training at the University of Washington completes 
y formal education. 

Mr. TavenNEr. When did you complete your graduate training? 
Mr. Netson. In 1941. 

Mr. TavenneER. Will you tell the committee, please, what your em- 
ag ing nt has been since 1941. 

Mr. Netson. I have been employed by the United States Govern- 
ment from 1941 to 1945. I was employed by the United Nations from 
1945 to 1947. I have been employed by the United States Govern- 
ment from 1947 to 1949. I have been employed by Los Angeles 
County in 1949, and I have been employed by the Monrovia-Duarte 
Evening High School 1949-51. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where is that located ? 

Mr. Netson. It is located in Monrovia, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you employed as a teacher there? Is that 
what you mean? 

Mr. Netson. Yes, sir; that is what I mean. 

From 1951 to 1952 1 was employed by the State of California. In 
1952 I was employed by the Arcadia Unified School District. Since 
1952 I have been employed by Los Angeles County. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you mean that your employment between 1951 

and 1952 by the State of California was in the teaching profession ? 

Mr. Netson. No, sir. 

Mr.-'Tavenner. What was the nature of that employment? 

Mr. Nerson. I was a State parole officer. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your employment since 1952? 

Mr. Netson. With Los Angeles County. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what capacity ? 

Mr. Netson. A medical social worker. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood you to say that from 1941 to 1945 you 
were employed by the United States Government. What was the 
nature of that employment ? 

Mr. Netson. For some months I was employed as a field grant 
supervisor at Yakima, Wash., where I was assigned to the noes eal 
tration of the Federal grant program administering relief to migr 
tory farm laborers. Later I was promoted to regional grant oaner- 
visor, supervising the program throughout the States “of Oregon, 
Washington, and Idaho, with headqu: wrters at Portland, Oreg. When 
the Department of Agriculture Farm Security Administration pro- 
gram was transferred to the War Food Administration, Office of La- 
bor, I transferred to that agency in 1943, and continued with it until 
1945. 

Mr. Tavennrr. During that period of time did you have any assign- 
ment in the Agriculture Department in Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. Netson. I did not. 


ni 
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Mr. Tavenner. I believe you said that from 1945 to 1947 you were 
employed by UNRRA. What was the nature of your employment 
during that period of time ? 

Mr. Netson. I was a welfare officer in the displaced persons pro- 
gram, assigned to the American Zone of Germany. 

Mr. 'TaveNNER. What was the general nature of your duties there ¢ 

Mr. Netson. The general nature of my duties was to set up and 
supervise the welfare programs for the victims of Nazi terror who 
were housed in displaced persons’ camps as a military measure until 
until such time as they might be returned to their lands of origin. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you told us that from 1947 to 1949 you were 
again employed by the U nited States Government. Will you tell us, 
ples use, in what capacity ? 

Mr. Nexson. I was a welfare officer with military government in 
Japan. 

Mr. TavenneER. Where were you stationed in Japan ? 

Mr. Netson. I was stationed at Nagoya, spelled N-a-g-o-y-a. 

Mr. 'TavENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, the reason for 
the termination of your services in Japan ? 

Mr. Netson. Chairman Moulder, in view of the introductory re- 
mark which you made to this group on last Monday, wherein you 
stated that it was not the intention of this committee to delve into 
the relationship between employer and employee, I wonder if you 
would ask Mr. Tavenner to kindly withdraw that question. 

Mr. Movutper. The request is denied. 

eo witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. N ELSON. Will you repeat the question, please ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you read him the question. 

(The pending question was read by the reporter. ) 

Mr. Netson. I will decline to answer that question on the basis of 
the first amendment, supplemented by the fifth amendment of the 
United States Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of the termination of your 
services in Japan? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nerson. In response to the question, I would say that, in my 
opinion, that question is beyond the area of juris sdiction of this com- 
mittee as set up by your function, according to my understanding, and 
I respectfully decline to answer on the basis of the first amendment 
supplemented by the fifth. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you mean we cannot investigate Communist sub- 
version even in Allied military government ? 

Mr. Netson. I don’t believe there is anything in the record with 
regard to that, Mr. Scherer 

Mr. Scuerer. There may be sr intos we get through. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you released from military service under the 
provisions of Public Law 808 as a security risk and returned to the 
United States from Japan ? 

Mr. Netson. Mr. Tavenner, I was never in military service. I was 
classified 2-B because of the essential nature of my work at War Food 
Administration. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were subject to military authority in Japan, 
were you not? 








3904 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE LOS ANGELES, CALIF., AREA 


Mr. Netson. I was a civilian employee of the Department of the 
Army, military government. = ; 

Mr. TavenNner. Yes, but you were subject to military authority 
while there ¢ 

Mr. Netson. I was. 

Mr. TAvENNER. You were? I didn’t understand you. 

Mr. Scurrer. He said he was; certainly. act 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well then. Were you returned to the United 
States under the provisions of Public Law 808 from Japan as a se- 
curity risk? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Netson. I decline to answer that question on the basis of the 
first amendment supplemented by the fifth. 

Mr. Scuerer. Why were you returned? 

Mr. Neeson. I decline to answer that question on the basis of the 
first amendment supplemented by the fifth. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask you direct the witness to answer the question, 
Mr. Chairman, as to why he was returned. 

Mr. Moutprer. As requested by Mr. Scherer, the witness is directed 
to answer. 

Mr. Nexson. I decline to answer the question on the basis of the 
privileges allowed me under the first amendment, supplemented by 
the fifth amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Public Law 808 provides that, within 30 days after 
removal, any person shall have opportunity personally to appear 
before the official designated by the Secretary concerned, and _ be 
fully informed of the reasons for such removal, and to submit, within 
30 days thereafter, such statements or affidavits or both as he may 
desire to show why he should be retained and not removed. 

Did you resort to that remedy provided by Public Law 808? 

Mr. Netson. Regardless of in which manner this matter is ap- 
proached, I shall continue to decline to answer. 

With respect to this specific question, I decline to answer on the 
basis of the first amendment supplemented by the fifth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Actually, you did not appeal from the decision 
removing you, or take any steps to avoid it, did you? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Netson. I decline to answer that question on the basis of the 
first amendment supplemented by the fifth. 

Mr. TavenneR. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
any time between 1947 and 1949% That was the period you were in 
Japan. 

Mr. Netson. In response to that question, Mr. Tavenner, I assert 
that the only purpose of your asking that question is to intimidate 
me by putting out words such as communism and Communist and 
subversive with the idea of causing citizens to refrain from attending 
any sort of meetings or joining any sort of organizations for fear that 
at some time they may be labeled as subversive or un-American, and, 
thereby, causing a person to lose his employment. 

I think that that is an unjust question to put to me, and I decline 


. —ind on the basis of the first amendment supplemented by the 
fifth. 





COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE LOS ANGELES, CALIF., AREA 3905 


Mr. Scnerer. Since you raise the question, I am surprised that 
and you have been employed by the Government—true, it is State and 
county and city government—since your dismissal from Japan under 
the circumstances. 

That does interest me. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jackson. Do you consider the Communist Party to be an organ- 
ization which one should feel free to join and with the membership of 
which one should feel free to associate ¢ 

Mr. Netson. Mr. Jackson, in response to that question, I would re- 
peat that this committee is out of its jurisdiction in view of the fact 
that the Supreme Court has already told you fellows that you may 
not investigate where you do not have the right to legislate. 

And, since you do not have the right to legislate in the field of asso- 
ciations of citizens, I feel that the question is out of order, and I 
decline to answer it on the basis of the first amendment supplemented 
by the fifth. 

Mr. Jackson. Let me say one thing, Mr. Chairman: 

If the Congress of the U ‘ited States, or any of its committees, does 
not have the ‘right to legislate with respect to Federal employees, or 
to make inquiry into matters concerning Federal employees, past and 
poem who are members or have been members of the Communist 

arty, then there is certainly something very awry as far as the 
investigating power of the Congress is concerned. 

This is one area in which there should be absolutely no question as 
to the jurisdiction of the Congress. 

The Congress would be derelict indeed if it permitted a situation to 
go unnoticed in which there were past or present members of the Com- 
munist Party employed, especially in light of the action of the Con- 
gress of the United States in outlawing the Communist Party. 

Mr. Doytr. Did I understand, Mr. Nelson, that you are contending 
that the Congress of the United States cannot legislate in the field 
of military, for instance, in Japan or foreign countries, in the Ameri- 
can military? Do I understand that is your contention, that that is 
not in the jurisdiction of the United States Congress? 

I so understood. I was quite shocked to hear you say it. 

Mr. Netson. Mr. Chairman, I wonder if you would kindly ask the 
man to read my answer back to Mr. 

What is the name of the gentleman there? 

Mr. Dorie. You know who Iam. I’m Doyle of California. 

Mr. Netson. Thank you. 

Mr. Moutper. Let’s proceed. 

Mr. Dortr. No. I want the answer, please, to that. The gentle- 
man wanted his answer read. I think it would be good to have it 
read. 

Mr. Moutper. As requested by the witness and by Congressman 
Doyle, will the reporter please read the answer requested. 

(Whereupon, the record was read by the reporter, as follows:) 

In response to that question, I would repeat that this committee is out of its 
jurisdiction in view of the fact that the Supreme Court has already told you 


fellows that you may not investigate where you do not have the right to legis- 
late. 


And, since you do not have the right to legislate in the field of associations of 
citizens, I feel that the question is out of order, and I decline to answer it on 
the basis of the first amendment supplemented by the fifth. 
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Mr. Dorie. I was wondering if the gentleman cared to answer my 
question, if he still contended that the United States Congress did 
not have power and jurisdiction to legislate in the field of the American 
militar y winerever it was inthe world. 

I understood the gentleman to say he was subject to American mili- 
tary iuesuiiie in Japan. 

Lam on the Armed Services Committee of Congress, too, and I think 
we have the power to legislate regarding the American military wher- 
ever it is in the world, Mr. Nelson. 

Mr. Netson. I am of the opinion, Mr. Doyle, that by the mere fact 
that you are a civilian employee of the United States Government 
~ do not lose your civil rights. 

I still say that this committee does not have the jurisdiction to probe 
into my thoughts or my associations. And I decline to answer that 
question on the basis of the first amendment supplemented by the fifth. 

Mr. Moutper. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to your taking a position in Japan, did you 
prepare an application for Government service in which you set forth 
your personal history and certain other matters ? 

Mr. Nextson. I would presume that I did because it is a general 
routine for Federal employment. 

Mr. Tavenner. [Let me hand you a photostatic copy of a so-called ap- 
plication for employment, and ask you to look at the last page and see 
whether or not the signature appearing at the bottom of ‘it, on the 
reverse side of that sheet, is your signature ? 

Mr. Movtprr. Is that the usual Government form? Has it a num- 
ber, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. 'Tavenner. The number has been covered and I am unable to 
see it. 

(Document handed to counsel for the witness. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. It is equivalent to form 57, but I do not believe that 
it is exactly form 57. 

The sheet which I asked the witness to examine is the back page of the 
document on which his name appears. 

Will you examine, please, the signature appearing at the bottom of 
the last page, and state whether or not it is your signature ? 

Mr. Netson. Mr. Tavenner, my employment history has always been 
commented upon by my various employers. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is not responsive to my question. The question 
simply was whether or not the signature appearing at the end of the 
document is your signature. 

Mr. Netson. With respect to this question, I decline to answer on 
the basis of the first amendment supplemented by the fifth amendment 
of the Constitution. 

Mr. Movutper. As I recall the question by counsel, you were first 
asked if you signed an application for employment. Isn’t that cor- 
rect ¢ 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Moutper. And the witness answered “Yes” that: he probably 
did, or he assumed that he had signed such application. 

Therefore, it is my opinion that you probably have opened the door 
and waived your right. to claim the protection of the first and fifth 
amendment. 
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The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Netson. In response to the direction to answer the question, I 

resp ect fully decline to do so, based upon the pr ivilege provided me 
under the first amendment supplemented by the fifth amendment of 
the Constitution. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Nelson, I note on this application also, on the 
last page, question No. 26: 

Do you advocate or have you ever advocated, or are you now or have you 
ever been a member of any organization that advocates the overthrow of the 
Government of the United States by force or violence? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jackson. And in the column where an answer is required there 
is an X-mark under “No.” 

Was that statement a true statement at the time this application 
was executed ¢ 

Mr. Netson. The record will show that the witness has not identi- 
fied thisdocument. However, with respect to the question, I will state 
that at no time have I advocated the overthrow of the Government 
by force and violence. 

Mr. JAckson. Now the Supreme Court and the Congress have de- 
fined the Communist Party as an organization which does, in fact, 
advocate the overthrow of the Government by force and violence. 

Have you at any time been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Netson. I say again that to toss such a word as Communist and 
Communist Party and force and violence, associated with the name of 
the witness, is not good. 

And I say it is out of line, and I decline to answer on the basis of 
the first amendment supplemented by the fifth. 

Mr. Jackson, If it is out of line it was entirely out of line, it seems 
to me, for you to have signed this statement, or indicated on this 
statement—and I am taking it for granted that this is your applica- 
tion—for you to have indicated that you were never a member of any 
organization that advocated the overthrow of the Government by force 
and violence, and now, at this time, decline to state whether you 
are a member of the Communist. Party which has been officially 
designated by your Government as an organization which does pre- 
cisely that. 

Mr. Netson. Is that a comment or a question, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Jackson. No. That was a comment. 

Mr. TavenneER. Mr. Scherer, will you give me the nies please, of 
that document ? 

Mr. Scuerer. August 12, 1947, by Thomas W. Nelson. What is 
your middle name, sir ? 

Mr. Netson. My middle name is Walfrid, spelled W-a-l-f-r-i-d. 

Mr. TaveNNER. On the date indicated were you a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Netson. The question, as I say again, is an invasion of my rights 
under the first amendment, in which a citizen is guaranteed freedom 
from inquiry with respect to his beliefs and associations, and I decline 
to answer that question on the basis of the first amendment supple- 
mented by the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Jackson. You have no right to belong to the Communist Party. 
You are speaking in terms that imply that you have a constitutional 








3908 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE LOS ANGELES, CALIF., AREA 


right to belong to the Communist Party which has been outlawed by 
the Government of the United States. 

You certainly have no right to belong to what has been judicially 
described as an international conspiracy. 

You have certain rights under the Bill of Rights, but you have no 

right to enter into a conspiracy any more than you have a right to 
peddle narcotics. Or more than you have a right to violate any 
Federal statute. 

This business of rights of individuals to do whatever they see fit 
under any circumstances is a little far-fetched. 

Mr. Netson. The record will not show any organizations to which 
I may have belonged or any narcotics I may have peddled. 

Mr. Jackson. I have no information on the narcotics. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period 1945 to 1947 when you were 
serving the United Nations in Germany were you a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

(The Peaeanng confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Netson. In the United Nations we Americans worked along- 
side of our Allies in an attempt to rehabilitate the damage done by 
thought control and terroristic measures of the Hitler regime. And 
I do not, again, feel that you have any right to infringe upon my 
rights under the first amendment, and I decline to answer the question 
on the basis of the first amendment supplemented by the fifth amend- 
ment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you consider the Hitler regime any worse or any 
better than the Communist regime ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Netson. I have some rather positive opinions about the Hitler 
regime, based upon my observations there. I actually talked with 
some of the former concentration camp victims. 

Mr. Scuerer. Have you heard about the concentration camps in 
Russia and Siberia, and persecution of the Jews by the Russians and 
Communists ? 

Mr. Netson. I actually saw some of the bones of Buchenwald, and 
some of the victims who I am sure would agree with Supreme Court 
Justice Rutledge when he stated that these folks would certainly have 
appreciated the worthwhileness of a fifth amendment in their country 
when they were being harassed by their own government. 

Mr. Scuerer. Now answer my question. 

Would you consider the Hitler regime any worse or any better— 
that was my question—than the Communist- Stalin regime which now 
even the Communists condemn as murderous? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Netson. In my opinion, the reason why this committee brings 
out these terms of communism and nazism——- 

Mr. Scuerer. You brought up nazism. 

Mr. Netson. Is to infer that the witness can be tied in with them. 
And I would not care to express my opinion on this matter. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you deny at this very moment that while you were 
working for the United Nations and while you were an employee of 
the United States Government, in the allied military government in 
Germany, that you were a member of the Communist conspiracy ? 

Do you deny that ? 
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Mr. Netson. I think the record will show that question has already 
been put and answered. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let’s answer it again, now. Do you deny it? 

( “ag witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Netson. My record has been a dedication to upholding and 
defending the rights guaranteed under the American Constitution, 
both as a schoolteacher where I taught that the Bill of Rights is some- 
thing that should be used every day and not merely honored on the 
Fourth of July, and in my work as a social worker where we work 
on a democratic basis. 

Recognizing every individual as important, and his own dignity: 
he has the right to grow without Government oppression. I feel that 
my record will stand with anyone’s. 

‘Mr. Scuerer. Is that the reason General MacArthur discharged 
you and sent you back from Japan as a security risk ? 

Mr. Netson. That matter has already been handled in the record, 
has it not, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you answer the question ? 

Mr. Netson. I decline to answer this question on the basis of the 
first amendment supplemented by the fifth. 

Mr. Scuerer. Weren’t you sent back as a security risk by this Gov- 
ernment ¢ 

Mr. Netson. I decline to answer the question on the basis of the 
first amendment supplemented by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your first employment by the Government was be- 
tween 1941 and 1945, in the State of Washington, was it not? 

Mr. Newson. You are speaking of the Federal Government now? 

Mr. TaveNNER. Yes. 

Mr. Netson. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party during 
that period of time while in the State of Washington ? 

Mr. Netson. You are approaching the same matter from a different 
angle, and I would continue to decline to answer that question on the 
basis of the privilege permitted me under the first amendment supple- 
mented by the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party during 
the period you were teaching school from 1949 to 1951, inclusive? 

Mr. Nztson. Mr. Tavenner, I say that a schoolteacher should not be 
subjected by a congressional committee as to his political opinions. 

In my viewpoint, a schoolteacher should be judged on the basis of 
his compet ence and his truthfulness in teaching his classes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I take it then that you are of the opinion that a 
person who is subject to the directives of the Communist Party avaha 
be permitted to teach in our public schools? 

Mr. Nerson. Is that a question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Netson. Would you repeat it, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. I take it, from what you have stated, that you are 
of the opinion that a person who is subject to the directives of the 
Communist Party should be permitted to teach in our public schools. 
Is that 1 sa view ? 

Mr. Netson. You are asking for my opinion. I shall give it to you. 

In my opinion, a schoolteacher—just as any other employee—should 
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not be responsible to his employer for his political opinions or his 
private thoug hts. 

A schoolteacher, especially, must be free to explore all knowledge 
and to expose his students to the facts so that the students themselves 
may form their opinions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is a person subject to the directives of the Com- 
munist Party free to do those things ? 

Mir, Nevson. Still going on my own opinion, I have seen in recent 
years statements where teachers have been discharged from their work 
after having been employed for sometimes 10, 15, and 20 years. | 
must believe that this teacher must have been competent if he was held 
on his posit ion through all this length of time. 

So I cannot say whether these specific teachers were subject to any- 
body directing from outside. But I do say that these teachers who 
lave been charged by this committee and similar committees as being 
under the subjugation of somebody else, I submit that the fact that 
they did teach for such a long time and had such very fine records 
must be an indication that they were competent to teach and were re- 
tained by their administration as good teachers until such time as such 
committees as these came around and tried to bring in other factors 
rather than academic competence. 

Mr. Jackson. That is not necessarily true. 

I know of some cases before this committee where teachers were 
released, not because of their competency or lack of competency, but 
because they lied on official documents. 

I think personally that a Communist teacher has got as much right 
in close contact with a young mind as a rattlesnake has in a baby’s 
crib. 

Mr. TavenNeR. Were you a member of the Communist Party be- 
tween 1951 and 1952 when you served as an officer of the State parole 
system for the State of California? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nextson. Mr. Tavenner, I was with the State only a brief time, 
but even in that short time I was commended by my superior as being 
one of the very promising officers. 

However, with respect to this particular question, I decline to an- 
swer on the basis of the privilege provided to me under the first 
amendment supplemented by the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Did you ever tell your superior who commended you 
that you were a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Nexson. I decline to answer that question on the basis of the 
first amendment supplemented by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. When you signed your application form for employ- 
ment with the State and were asked the question whether you were 
a member of the Communist Party or not, did you disclose that on that 
application ¢ 

Mr. Netson. Do you have the application here, Mr. Tavenner? 
I think Mr. Scherer would like to examine it. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you sign such an application, to the best of your 
knowledge? 

Mr. Netson. The State of California Personnel Department has 
application forms as other public agencies do, and I think it would be 
of value to the committee to let them examine it if it is here. 

Mr. Jackson. Let me phrase it this way: 
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If you were required today to sign such an affidavit would you do 
so, stating that you were not a member of the Communist Party ‘ 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Netson. The apparent intent of these remarks is to drive home 
the inference that this witness has done something that he should not 
have done. 

Mr. Jackson. It is an attempt to find out from you whether you 
are depending upon the fifth amendment in good faith. ‘That is ‘the 
only intent. And to also attempt to find out whether or not you were 
a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Netson. I have sought the Constitution, and I have good faith 
in the Constitution and all of the amendments to it. 

Mrs. Rosenperc. Pardon me, Mr. Chairman. Is there a question 
before this witness? 

Mr. Moutper. The last question was would you sign such an apphi 
‘ation today, or affidavit, that you were not a member of the Commu- 
nist Party. I believe that is the question propounded by Mr. Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson. That is the question. 

Mr. Mouper. I believe his question was: 

If you were signing an application for employme nt with the State 
of California, which “provided or asked the question whether or not 
you were a member of the Communist Party, would you sign such an 
affidavit. 

I _ ve substantially that is the question. 

Mr. Jackson. That is substantially it. I want to know whether 
or not he would make a statement today on an official form which 
was a requisite of employment that he was not a member of the Com 
munist Party. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Netson. You put the question, and the form is not before this 
committee, and is a matter of conjecture. And I would decline to 
answer. 

Mr. Jackson. Is it a matter of conjecture ? 

Mr. Netson. It is not a matter of past history. 

Mr. Jackson. Would you sign it 

If you are, as you say, a good loyal American citizen with nothing 
in your background of which to be ashamed, do you feel that you 

-annot tell the committee of the Congress whether or not you would 
state affirmatively that you were not a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Netson. Mr. Jackson, I have been and I am now a good loyal 
American citizen. 

Mr. Jackson. Are you a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Nerson. And I am not required to answer such question as the 
one just now put to me by you, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. I shall put a similar one. 

Are you a member of the Communist Party today ? 

Mr. Nevson. As I told Mr. Tavenner, this matter may be : approach 
ed from various angles, but I still say that the Constitution is in effect. 
and IT decline to answer on the basis of the first amendment supple 
mented by the fifth. 

Mr. Tavenner. | have no further questions. 
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Mr. Moutper. Mr. Doyle, have you a question ? 
Mr. Doyte. Yes; I have just a couple. 

I think I made a record of the witness’ testimony of the agencies in 
Government in which he worked, and manifestly he has had a very 
rich and varied experience and a very valuable experience. 

Mr. Nerson. Thank you, sir. I agree with you. 

Mr. Scurrer. I do not think the Government has had, though. 

Mr. Dorie. And apparently he is very well informed on the history 
of nations and of government, inc luding the history of the Communist 
Party. That is very evident. 

I notice, Mr. Nelson, that you worked in the State of Washington 
in 1941 to 1945 for the Department of Agriculture in relief work. I 
am sure you know that in April of 1945 Earl Browder was kicked out 
of the American Communist Party. 

Shortly thereafter certainly every thinking adult, American citizens, 
should have been charged with knowledge that the Communist Party 
program in the United States and in the world was a conspiracy, sub- 
versively. Certainly for the last several years it has been a matter 
of knowledge to you as a schoolteacher and a student of government 
that the United States courts and Congress have decl ared the Com- 
munist Party in America to be an international conspiracy based upon 
the use, if necessary in their judgment, of force and violence. 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson left the hearing room at this 
point.) 

Mr. Dorin. The reason I mentioned that is I know that you know 
history perhaps as well as I do or better. But I know that is a matter 
of history, and so do you. 

Very frankly, the thing that amazes me, even recognizing your 
rights to plead the first and fifth amendments—which we all certainly 
do, if it is done in good faith and honestly—is that you would come 
here this morning, and not be in a position where you could honestly 
say you are not today a member of the Communist Party. 

That is the thing that amazes me. 

I can make allowance for thinking, patriotic American citizens who 
joined the Communist Party back in 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, 1945, and 
some of them in 1946 before it was known that the Communist Party 
was a conspiracy founded upon force and violence. 

Mr. Scuerer. Before it was generally known. 

Mr. Dorie. Before it was generally known. 

But you, sir, from your tr: uining, knew it ahead of most of us. 
From your education and from your statements I can draw certain 
deductions based upon my own experience. 

And so there came a time, in my book, when you, as a schoolteacher 
and a patriotic American citizen, should have withdrawn from the 
Communist Party. 

By that I am inferring what I know as a matter of practical expe- 
rience, that there was a time when you were pretty close to it. You 
haven’t admitted ever joining it. 

I am not inferring it. I realize that under the law there is no 
inference to be drawn; there is no presumption to be drawn. 

Mr. Nectson. Thank you, sir. Iam glad you said that. 

Mr. Doyte. We know what the decisions of the courts are as well 
as you, Sir. 
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Mr. Scuerer. That doesn’t prevent us from relying on other sworn 
testimony, however, in arriving at a conclusion of this man’s member- 
ship in the party. 

Mr. Doyze. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. There is no question about it, Mr. Doyle. You don’t 
have to have an inference 

Mr. Doy.e. The thing that amazes me is that you, as a schoolteacher 
in the State of California, a State official and former Government 
official of the United States Government in foreign countries as well 
as in this country, have not as yet put yourself in the position where 
you could frankly say to the United States Congress—about which 
you have been teaching schoolchildren—it might have been some of 
my children, which makes me shiver to think of it—‘Yes, I was a 
member of the Communist Party” if you were “back in 1942 until 
1946 even, but I got my fill and I got out.” 

That is the thing that amazes me, Mr. Nelson, that a man with your 
background isn’t able to say this morning, “No, | am not a member of 
the party.’ 

You may think that is an invasion by us to make that inquiry. 

Mr. Nexson. I do; yes. 

Mr. Doytr. I see you do. That is what amazes me, to be frank 
with you, because I used to be a member of the California State Board 
of Education, and I know some of the problems we had. 

One more statement, Mr. Chairman. And may I make this ob- 
servation 

Mr. Netson. May I express my amazement also, Mr. Moulder ? 

I am really amazed at the activities of this committee. 

Mr. Movtper. I can understand the temptation on the part of the 
witness to reply to a lecture. 

Zach oan ver has a right to conduct himself as he pleases. I do 
the best I can to keep or der and an order ly procedure. 

Mrs. RosennerG. May I respectfully request that the witness be 
permitted to answer an argument that was put to him. 

Mr. Doyue. I am not arguing, Madam Attorney. I am making a 
statement of my position. 

Mrs. Rosenserc. I wish this witness would have a like privilege. 

I respectfully urge that you give him the privilege that your col- 
leagues have been given all morning. 

Mr. Mourper. Mr. Doyle will proceed. 

Mr. Doytex. I just wish this witness would understand my position 
as a mere Congressman. 

I recognize your right and every American citizen’s right to think 
what he "ple ases and to preach what he pleases and to write what he 

pleases and to live the way he pleases. But he has to do it within 
the four corners of the Constitution of the United States. 

And I don’t recognize your right, nor the right of any other Ameri- 
can citizen to continue to be a member of any organization or any 
association that has been declared a conspiracy by the Congress of 
the United States, because that makes it illegal. 

So I say to you, sir, as one American to another, I do not recognize 
your right to come before any group of United States Congressmen, 
lawfully on an investigation, and claim it is your right—if you want 
to claim it—to still be a member, if you ever have been, of a con- 
spiracy that has been declared illegal by the Congress of the United 
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States. And I hope you will get into a position where you do not 
disagree with me, at least on that one point. 

Mr. Moutper. | must say, of course, that we will agree that you 
have the right to claim the privilege, as Mr. Doyle says, and decline to 
answer under the provisions of the Constitution. 

But 1 think his point is that he is criticizing your decision and 
judgment in so proceeding. 

Mrs. Rosensere. Which he has no right to do, Mr. Chairman, may 
I say for the record. 

And he has no right to draw inferences, which he has consistently 
drawn. 

Mr. Movuper. All right. Now what do you have to say ? 

Mr. Newtson. I would certainly like to express my amazement also, 
Mr. Doyle. 

Only a few days ago I was sitting in this room when I heard the 
Congressman speak of some of the eminent citizens of this community 
as rats and mice. 

Mr. Doyitx. No; I didn’t. I deny it. You heard nothing of the 
kind. 

Mr. Netson. I heard it. 

And I must say that if Mr. Doyle fancies himself as a political 
pied piper who is going to take the mice out of the city of Hamlin, 
constitutional liberties, he had better take a second look. 

I do not accept the inferences that have been made that because a 
citizen, in his own protection, from having observed how this com- 
mittee operates, answers the questions on the basis of the first amend- 
ment and the fifth amendment, that any inference unfair to him should 
be drawn. 

The Supreme Court has spoken on that, and I think that should be 
enough to silence this sort of activity. 

And I hope that my opportunity of being here today can help to 
hasten the day when this apeenete will no ‘longer be in existence. 

Mr. Movrper. If the officer can identify any person responsible 
for that demonstration, they ill be removed from the hearing room. 

Mrs. Rosenpere. Is there a question before the witness, Mr. Chair- 
man?’ Is there a question before the witness ? 

Mr. Movtvrr. There is no ae pending. 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson returned to the hearing room 
at this point. ) 

Mr. Mourper. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Movuuper. Mr. Scherer, do you have any additional questions ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No. 

Mrs. Rosenperc. Is the witness excused ? 

Mr. Movutper. Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Moviprer. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Arthur Globe. 

Mr. Moutper. Hold up your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
vive before the committee will be the truth. the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 


Mr. Guose. I do. 
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TESTIMONY OF ARTHUR GLOBE, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ESTHER SHANDLER 


Mr. Guosre. I would like to request the committee to keep these 
photographers away from me, if you don’t mind. 

Mr. Jackson. I object, Mr. Chairman. 

The press has every right to operate. It is one of the freedoms con 
tained in the famous Bill of Rights, upon which the witnesses pro- 
pound at length. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Guose. Arthur Globe. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify herself for the record. 

Mrs. Suanpter. Esther Shandler. 

Mr. TavenNeR. When and where were you born, Mr. Globe? 

Mr. Giose. Chicago, Ill. 

Mr. Tavenner. When? 

Mr. Guiose. February 26, 1918 

Mr. TavenNeR. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Grose. In Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Guiosr. Something over 30 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been. 

Mr. Grose. I took a bachelor of arts degree at the University of 
California in Los Angeles, in 1942, and, after my Army service of 40 
months, I returned to the Univer sity of Southern ¢ ‘alifornia, in gradu- 
ate work, and completed 65 units in clinical psychology. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the period of your military service? 

Mr. Grose. From September of 1942 until January of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was your additional graduate training after you 
returned from the service ? 

Mr. Grose. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you again state what th: at was? 

Mr. Grorr. Three to four years of study in the field of clinical psy- 
chology and related fields. 

Mr. Tavenner. You completed your course of formal training then 
about what date ? 

Mr. Grose. I didn’t quite complete my formal training. I took the 
course work. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the approximate date when you finished 
your formal training ? 

Mr. Grose. It extended over a period of approximately 4 to 414 
years. 

Mr. Tavenner. At what time was that work terminated? I have 
asked that three times now. 

Mr. GLose. _ asked the actual day, hour, and minute? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, I didn’t ask that. 

Mr. Grose. I can give it to you as the best of my recollection : From 
1946 to 1950 approximately . 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the first time you have done that. What has 
been your profession since that time ? 

Mr. Grose. My profession has been that of a psychologist and that 
of a social worker, both areas concerned with mental health. 
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Mr. Tavenner. How have you been employed in your work as a 
social worker ¢ 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Giose. Would you be more specific, please ? 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your employment as a social worker 
since 1950 ? 

Mr. Grose. I find the questioning as to my employment a little 
difficult to accept under the circumstances. I can’t quite see how my 
employment, my employment experience, present or past, can be the 
concern of the committee. 

I do my work and I do it as well as I can, and that is the situation. 

I don’t understand the line of your questioning, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I ask that you direct the witness to 
answer Mr. Tavenner’s question with reference to his employment. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jackson. It is a matter of proper identification. 

Mr. Movuper. At the request of members of the committee, the 
witness is directed to answer the question. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Guose. I have been employed as a social worker, or at least in 
social agencies twice. The present employment is that of a social 
worker, and the past employment was also. In 1950 I worked as a 
social worker in a social agency. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mr. Guose. In Los Angeles. 

Mr. Scurerer. By whom are you presently employed ? 

Mr. Giose. By the County of Los Angeles. 

Mr. Scuerer. As a social worker? 

Mr. Grose. That is correct. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Where did you attend school between 1946 and 
1950? 

Mr. Grose. I answered that question already. 

Mr. TaveNNER. You said you attended school, but you didn’t state 
where, according to my recollection. 

Mr. Grose. University of Southern California. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was the period that you were taking graduate 
work, I believe. Is that correct? 

Mr. Guone. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you familiar with an organization in that 
school composed largely of graduate students known as the John Reed 
Club of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Guose. My familiarity or lack of familiarity with any organi- 
zation that might exist in the country today is entirely my own busi- 
ness, and termed under the Constitution of the United States. 

This is a matter of personal knowledge. I don’t think that this 
committee has any right to inquire into my personal knowledge in 
this or any other respect since they cannot legislate what I do nor 
what I do not know, or what I intend to know. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Movutper. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Grose. Finding the question completely out of line as far as 
my rights as a citizen are concerned, I refuse to answer this question 
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under the first and fifth amendments of the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. TavenNneR. Were you a member of the John Reed Club of the 
Communist Party while in attendance at the university ¢ 

Mr. Giose. This question is even more objectionable than the first 
one for the same reasons I previously stated, and I object to it, and I 
refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you acquainted with any of the activities of 
a group of the Communist Party known as the John Reed Club. 

Mr. Grose. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you observe Communist Party activities since 
1950 of any persons known to you to be members of the John Reed 
Club of the Communist Party while you were at the university ? 

Mr. Grose. I feel, Mr. Tavenner, if you want information about 
names, people, and anything else that you might be concerned with, 
I suggest that you get one of your trained seals up here and ask them. 

I refuse to answer this. 

Anyone or any associations I may have had in the past or expect 
to have in the future are entirely my own. 

I refuse to answer this question, as it is an invasion of my rights, 
invasion of the rights of all the American citizens. 

I refuse to answer on the basis of the first and fifth amendments, 
both. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Guose. I refuse to answer this question, as previously stated, 
for previous reasons, and on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Mouwper. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Mouuper. Any questions, Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Mouxper. Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Did this witness say he served in the Armed Forces 
of the United States ? 

Mr. Grose. I certainly did. 

Mr. Scuerer. While you were a member of the Armed Forces of the 
United States, Witness, were you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Guose. I refuse to answer. First and fifth amendments. You 
have no right to ask. 

Mr. Scurrer. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Moutper. I have one question. 

Do you have any knowledge or information of subversive or com 
munistic activities of any person / 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuerer. It is not funny, Witness, at all. 

Mr. Grose. It is a rather difficult question to answer, since it con- 
tains so many elements that are implied and have not been established 
since I have been on the stand. 

As far as I am concerned, these implications have not been estab- 
lished in the country at all. The whole idea 

Mr. Scuerer. You say there has been no establishment in this coun- 
try of subversive activities when our atomic secrets were stolen and 
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now rest in the archives of the Kremlin because of subversives in 
Government ¢ 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Groner. I would be glad to discuss this or any other question 
you might ask me 

Mr. Scnerer. When you are not under oath. 

Mr. Grose. When I am not on the stand under the circumstances 
of this committee; where I would be glad to discuss it under oath if 
you, too, were under oath, sir. 

Under the circumstances I feel that I am, since I am a target for 
what seems to be and has been proved to be quite unprincipled attacks 
that are aimed at maligning and destroying a person’s working ability, 
I refuse to answer this question on the same grounds as previously. 

Mr. Moutper. Is that all. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Movtper. The witness is excused. 

The committee will stand in recess for a period of 5 minutes. 

(Whereupon, a short recess was taken, Representatives Moulder, 
Doyle, Jackson and Scherer being present.) 

(The committee was reconvened upon the expiration of the recess; 
present: Representatives Moulder, Doyle, and Jackson.) 

Mr. Moutper. The committee will be in order. 

Call your next witness, please, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Taverner. Mr. Don Christlieb. 

Mr. Mouiprr. Hold up your right hand and be sworn, please. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Curistuies. I do. 

Mr. Mourper. Please be seated. 





TESTIMONY OF DON CHRISTLIEB 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Curistires. Don Christlieb. 

Mr. ‘TavenNnER. Will you spell your name, please ? 

Mr. Curisrires. That is C-h-r-i-s-t-l-i-e-b. 

(Representative Gordon H. Scherer returned to the hearing room 
at this point.) 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the practice of the committee to advise all wit- 
nesses who appear before it that they have the right to have counsel 
with _ if they eee it. 

Mr. Curistiies. I understand. 

Mr. r \veNNeR. And the right to confer with counsel at any time 
during the period of their questioning. 

When and where were you born, Mr. Christlieb? 

Mr. Curistiies. I was born in Fullerton, Calif., October 10, 1912. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Curistuies. In Los Angeles, sir. 

Mr. TavENNErR. What is your profession or occupation ? 

Mr. Curistiies. Musician, instrumentalist. 

Mr. TavenNneER. How long have you been professionally engaged as 
an instrumentalist ? 

Mr. Curistiies. Since 1936. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
forma] educational training has been / 

Mr. Currstuies. I attended the public schools in Los Angeles 
through Los Angeles Junior College. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What has been your employment record’ since com- 
pletion of your school ¢ 

Mr. Curistiies. Since 1937 I have been employed as a musician in 
studio recording orchestras, and I have worked in every studio at 
one time or other 

Mr. Tavenner. Was your employment interrupted by military 
service ? 

Mr. Curistuire. Yes. In 1934—1935 I enlisted for 2 years and 2 
months in the Army, and I have an henaieliie discharge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not 
as & musician you were requested to affiliate with the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Crristires. Yes. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Did vou become affiliated ? 

Mr. Curistiuien. Yes, I did. In, I think—hbefore Pearl Harbor, 
in 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain in the Communist Party / 

Mr. Curistiies. As nearly as I can determine it was about the end 
of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have not been a member of the Communist 
Party since that time ? 

Mr. Curistutes. No, I have not, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum- 
stances of your affiliation with the Communist Party in the first place / 

Mr. Curistiies. I believe that I hoped for a form of society hi h 
could avoid the extremes of depression and war, and I think that 
the threat of fascism at that time involving the world was a period 
of cynicism and pessimism in late 1939 and the late 1940's. And I be- 
lieve while many people were window-shopping for socialism here, 
I went in and made a purchase of merchandise I considered unr 
turnable and too hot to handle, and I have been returning small pieces 
painfully year after year, and I hope I can return a small piece today 
that is left. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just how were you recruited into the Communist 
Party? Would vou tell us that? 

Mr. Cnristurre. I think that it is a very individualistic thing with 
musicians, in the Musicians Branch. It is one of the few sy ‘s whe 
party work is such, musicians’ work in the branch is such, that the 
individual personality and ingenuity and training and t: ale a is giver 
full play, and it is usually made by contact of an individual seeking 
to recruit a person they may consider eligible. That person is usually 
asked to read at that time the Daily People’s World and many articles 
of that sort, which I was, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you describing now what happened in your 
own case ? 

Mr. Curistires. Yes, and IT believe similar cases — me. 

And I think that after reading of such articles and so forth, we 
were approached by sian that were in the party snk silied how 
we felt about what we were reading, and so forth, and if we would 
care to attend Marxist Pract 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend Marxist classes? 

Mr. Curistiies. Yes, I did, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period of time? 

Mr. Curistires. I only sealed abies four sessions, as such. 

Mr. ‘TaveNNER. Do you recall any teachers of those sessions? 

Mr. Curistiirs. No, I donot. I could only guess that it was some- 
one sent from the section. I don’t believe I ever saw him after that. 

Mr. Tavenner. By “section,” do you mean a section of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Curisrires. That is right. I think it was called the North- 
west Section, under which the br anches, the musicians particular 
branch came. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you tell the committee, please, just what 
happened when you completed that course of study / 

Mr. Curistiies. Yes, 

After the completion of the four sessions I was asked if I still 
wished to join the party, and if I did—which I did—the branch would 
then meet and vote on my acceptance, which they did. And that was 
all the formality needed to attend the first meeting of the branch as 
such. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the person by whom you were recruited ? 

Mr. Curistiies. Mischa Altman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know where Mischa Altman is now? 

Mr. Cnrrerstiies. I believe he is in Europe at the present time—I 
think France. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there other persons who had taken this course 
with you, or this reading, this study course 4 

Mr. Curistites. Yes, there were. 

Mr. Tavenner. And who were also recruited into the Communist 
Party at that time? 

Mr. Curistires. Yes. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Can you recall their names ? 

Mr. Curisriies. Yes. There were Haakon Berg 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell both names ? 

Mr. Curistiirs. H-a-a-k-o-n B-e-r-g. 

Mr. Tavenner. He had taken this study course with you and went 
into the Communist Party with you? 

Mr. Curistires. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he withdrew from the Com- 
munist Party before you did ? 

Mr. Curistires. Yes. I think that he went into defense work and 
then into the Army quite soon afterward. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall the other persons from your study 
group who went into the Communist Party with you? 

Mr. Curistiien. Yes. There were George Pepper 

Mr. Tavenner. Was George Pepper a musician / 

Mr. Curistiies. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are there any others that you recall ¢ 

Mr. Curistiies. There were their wives also. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you remember the name of the wife of George 
Pepper ¢ 

Mr. Curistiies. It was Joy. And with Mr. Berg it was Ann. 

Mr. Tavenner. After you were taken into the Communist Party 
were you assigned to an organized group? 
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Mr. Cnristiies. That particular branch was, I believe, called 
branch O. 

Mr. Tavenner. Branch O. Was that the musicians’ branch ? 

Mr. Curistuirs. Correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you remain a member of that same branch dur- 
ing your entire membership in the Communist Party or were you at 
any time transferred to another group? 

Mr. Curistiies. I never knew it to be under any other title, in my 
experience. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how frequently 
this group of the Communist Party met ? 

Mr. Curistiies. I think, the average of once every 2 weeks, al- 
though a few members, I think, met on the off weeks to continue their 
study. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you tell the committee more about the plan 
of study of the Communist Party as you found it after you became 
‘i member ? 

Mr. Curistuirs. That was usually handled by a person called the 
literature director. And we studied such volumes as the History of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, and portions of the text 
on Karl Marx by Marion and portions of a volume called Dialectical 
and Historical Materialism by Guest, and also many pamphlets, the 
most prominent of which was, I believe, Political Action. I believe the 
text came once a month on the practical application of Marxism. Po- 
litical Action is the name of the magazine. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over how long a period of time did you continue 
your Marxist studies? 

Mr. Currstuies. I would guess 1 year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did functionaries of the Communist Party on a 
higher level come into your meetings at any time for the purpose of 
conducting educationals ? 

Mr. Cunistites. In this case it was mostly the senior member in 
the branch. I refer specifically to Mischa Altman. 

Mr. Tavenner. You refer to the literature director of your group 
as playing an important part in the educational phase of your work. 
Who was the literature director? 

Mr. Curistures. I can’t recall at the moment, because those officers 
did rotate quite frequently, and sooner or later most everyone occu- 
pied that chair. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the persons you considered to be the lead- 
ers of this group of the Communist Party from their activities? 

Mr. Curistures. I think it was pretty well shared by Mischa Alt- 
man and Sam Albert. 

Mr. TavennER. How many persons composed this group at any 
one time? What do you think was the maximum number? 

Mr. Cnristies. The number in attendance seemed to be 20 when 
well attended, perhaps less most other times. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give the committee a fairly correct idea 
of the number of persons who were members of branch O of the 
Communist Party during your membership in it? 

Mr. Curistuis. I think possibly a little later when the branch it- 
self discussed it that they placed the number at about 60 or 65. That 
refers to the coming and going, members moving in and out of the 
Los Angeles area, or transfers from out of town. 
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Mr. TAavenneR. What was the chief objective of this Communist 
Party organization at the time when you first became a member of it ? 

Mr. Curistiies. The musicians, of course, would be, as with many 
branches, as closely related to its trade union as possible, and ours 
was, of course, with Musicians Local 47, A. F. of M. Other objectives, 
of course, were to grow, recruit, and so forth. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I would like to place the location of 
branch O. In what general section of the city was that ? 

Mr. Curistiies. Generally in the Hollywood area. 

Mr. Jackson. In the homes of various members 4 

Mr. Curistiies. Right. 

Mr. TavenNeR. You say you met in the homes of the members? 

Mr. Curistuies. That is correct. 

Mr. ‘TaveNNer. Can you recall at this time the names of the mem- 
bers in whose homes you met ? 

Mr. Curisriies. Yes, I can. It would be Mischa Altman, Sam 
Albert, Haakon Berg, George Pepper, Carroll Hollister—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you spell the first and last names? 

Mr. Curistiies. C-a-r-r-o-]-] H-o-]-]-i-s-t-e-r. 

At the home of Joe DiF iore. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name? 

Mr. Curisriies. D-i F-i-o-r-e. And my home. 

Mr. Tavenner. In these various courses of training given within 
the Communist Party club itself, did you ever study “American his- 
tory ¢ 

Mr, Curistiirs. I believe the only text—and I don’t believe that 
was participated in by the branch in general—was a history of the 
American labor movement. I believe it was Anthony Bimba. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you active in connection with the establish- 
ment of the Musicians Congress? 

Mr. Cnurtsriies. Not in the outset, if you mean establishment or 
origin. But I think soon afterward, after 7 large initial meeting 
or congress was held on the UCLA campus I did join and tried to 
participate. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hold any position at any time in the Mu- 
sicians Congress? 

Mr. Curistires. Yes. For about 2 months I was on the board. 

Mr. Tavenner. What activity did you observe within the Commu- 
nist Party in connection with the Musicians Congress? 

Mr. Currsrires. I think about the time I entered the congress as 
such, it was my experience to see the Communist Party in the midst 
of tremendous disagreement and quarrel, each accusing the other side 
of being opportunists, which was the party's way in using the organ- 
ization for their own personal benefit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee as fully as you can your 
experience with the Musicians Congress. To what extent its offices 
were infiltrated by members of the Communist Party, and what the 
Communist Party was trying to do with it? 

Mr. Curistires. I think when it started at UCLA, and perhaps on 
some of the literature concerning its origin, it had as its object building 
morale in peacetime and it had a considerable amount of just straight 
musical events. That meant a rather broad participation, making it 
possible for musicians in all fields to enter into it as well as members 
of the party, which by the sheer number of meetings and so forth, 
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could be used by Communist Party individuals for individual 
recruiting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of its executive board ? 

Mr. Curistiies. Yes. 

I had submitted a small paper on the problems of instrumentalists 
and the particular instrument I play, and I believe it was at the 
recommendation of the secretary of the Musicians Congress that I 
was asked to be a member of the board. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have before me a letterhead of the Musicians Con- 
gress, November 23, 1945, which I ask be marked for identification 
purposes only, as “Christlieb Exhibit No. 1,” and to be retained in 
the files of the committee. 

An examination of the letterhead shows that at that time there 
were 23 persons on the executive board and that you were one of them. 

Will you examine that list, please, and give us the names of those 
on it whom you can identify from your own personal knowledge to 
have been members of the Communist Party at that time. 

Mr. Curistiies. I see organizational secretary, Mischa Altman; 
financial secretary, Leonard Selic. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the spelling of that last name? 

Mr. Curistires. S-e-l-i-c. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you know him to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Curistiies. I met with him formally at meetings in our various 
homes. 

Mr. Jackson. Meetings closed to all except members of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Curistiies. Closed meetings; correct. 

Mr. TavenNneER. Will you proceed, please ? 

Mr. Curistuies. Joe DiFiore, Carroll Hollister 

Mr. Tavenner. Is the latter individual the same individual to whom 





you referred a few moments ago ? 


Mr. Curistiies. That is correct; and Tamara Hovey. 

Mr. 'TavenneER. Will you spell the name? 

Mr. Curistiies. H-o-v-e-y. 

Mr. Tavenner. The first name? 

Mr. Curistuies. T-a-m-a-r-a. 

The next name is Earl Robinson. 

Mr. Tavenner. R-o-b-i-n-s-o-n. 

Mr. Curistiies. Correct. 

Mr. TavenneR. How did you know him to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Curtstiies. Also meeting in private homes in closed meetings. 

George Sandell. 

And that is all I see here. 

Mr. TavenNeEr. You have not identified a person by the name of Leon 
Becker. Do you see his name? 

Mr. Cnristtres. I see his name, sir, but I didn’t meet him formally 
at any meetings. 

Mr. Tavennen. I wish to tell the committee that he has been identi- 
fied in public testimony as a member of the Communist Party, and our 
information is that he is now a Canadian citizen, is in England and 
has renounced his United States citizenship. 

Do you see the name of Jay Gorney ? 
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Mr. Curisii1es. Yes. 

Mr. TavenneER. He has been identified in other public testimony. 

Mr. Curistiies. But never in the Musicians Branch that I was in. 

Mr. TavenneR. David Raksin. Do you see his name as one of those ‘ 

Mr. Curistiies. Yes, but the same applies there. He never met with 
the instrumentalists’ branch. 

Mr. Tavenner. David Raksin has appeared before this committee 
formally and admitted former Communist Party membership. 

Do you see there the name of Wachsman, W-a-c-h-s-m-a-n ¢ 

Mr. Curist ies. Yes; I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is his first name? 

Mr. Curistiies. Bob, I see here. But the same thing holds there 
also. 

Mr. Tavenner. Robert Wachsman has appeared, Mr. Chairman, 
before this committee and refused to answer any material questions 
relying upon the fifth amendment. 

in what w ay did the Communist Party participate, if any, in the 
decisions that were arrived at by the executive board of this organi- 
zation ? 

Mr. Curistiies, It was my experience, as I said before, to find this 
organization in the midst of a tremendous quarrel, and from that time 
on nothing constructive was ever arrived at. I think I saw actually 
the destruction of the Musicians Congress because of these quarrels. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were those quarrels within the Communist Party 
or within the Musicians Congress, or in what way were they related / 

Mr. Curistiies. It was in the branch as well as in the congress it- 
self. Ofcourse, the language and the phraseology used in the congress 
itself had to be tempered because there were many who were not mem- 
bers of the party. But this, I say, made very little sense to people 
outside of the party. 

And if I may say here, at the time the chairman of this organization 
was not, certainly not a member of the party. And I think I should 
say something in his behalf. I know that he was devoted to music 
and wanted only to be identified with the making of music. And he 
used to complain to me considerably about the fact that Mischa Alt- 
man would want to talk doctrine with him. And his answer was al- 
ways, “If we can make music together, let’s make music, and I will 
meet with you on that basis.” And I think it was with this simple 
principle alone, and nothing else, he stayed with the organization until 
its end out of respect to the many people that were not members of 
the Communist Party, and should be complimented for it. He prob- 
ably has suffered some abuse for this, but I think he should be com- 
mended. Because with about the only weapon being music he was 
able to frustrate the aims of the party, and certainly cause Mr. Mischa 
Altman perhaps one of the greatest of frustrations I have ever seen 
in an individual because he ‘actually wanted to capture the mind of 
Lawrence Morton, and he couldn’t do this. 

Mr. Dorie. Who was that chairman? 

Mr. Curistires. Lawrence Morton. 

Mr. Tavenner. So that the Communist Party had something in 
mind other than the matter of promoting music for music’s sake; is 
that what you are telling us? 

Mr. Curistires. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I wish you would describe that situation more fully 
to the committee, giving as full an understanding of it as you can. 
Tell the whole story, what it was about, and what occurred. 

Mr. Curistiies. I can only say that if this had been a success that 
they had planned for it, it would have been a tremendous feather in 
the cap of the Communist Party members, and it would have been a 
tremendous asset to their recruiting program. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you think it was largely due to the position taken 
by this one man, the chairman of the group, that they were not 
successful ? 

Mr. Curistuies. I certainly do. I think that is the greatest lesson 
that could be learned from a man, that a single individual could take 
that stand and be that successful. 

Mr. Tavenner. When the Communist Party was unable to influence 
the chairman of that organization, what did they do? What was the 
result of the situation ? 

Did they go along with the organization or did they take a course of 
action which brought about its destruction ¢ 

Mr. Curistiies. Some of them retired from the committee formally, 
as I did, but the quarrel went on up into the section. 

Mr. Tavenner. The section of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Curistuies. That is right, through the branch, through the 
branch itself and the section where the same chi arges were leveled at 
each other and referees were appointed, more like a k angaroo court. 
No decision was ever handed down, however. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell us more in detail about it. I don’t understand 
how this issue in the Musicians Congress finally found its way to the 
section group, which was a higher level than your own group of the 
Communist Party. 

(Representative Morgan M. Moulder left the hearing room at this 
point.) 

Mr. Cnristiies. Since there were so many people, as you know, 
from the branch involved, their time must have accounted for some- 
thing. The considerable length of time that the members did spend 
in the congress, they should have gotten some results. And there were 
none forthcoming. Certainly the section is going to ask why not. It 
was a stalemate, and for a long period of time. 

Mr. Doye (presiding). In other words, the efforts of the Commu- 
nist Party members within the Musicians Congress were to control 
the Musicians Congress with the doctrine of the Communist Party 
instead of for music’s sake. And that effort by the Communist Party 
cell in the Musicians Congress failed to such an extent that their fail- 
ure was carried on up into the higher level of the Communist Party 
control ? 

Mr. Curistites. That is correct. 

Mr. Doyte. In other words, they were held for an accounting by a 
higher level in the Communist Party, and that is right here in Los 
Angeles? 

Mr. Curistiies. Correct. 

Mr. Dove. What year? 

Mr. Currstiies. I believe the congress started in 1944, but I believe 
this was in 1945, the latter period of 1945, because I know by the first 
part of 1946 they had had it dissolved. 
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Mr. Scuerer. Do you think that dissolution was due to this conflict 
and failure upon the part of the Communists to succeed with the 
congress ¢ 

Mr. Curistuies. It certainly was with me, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. It was with you. In other words, the Communists 
could not control it so they destroyed it? 

Mr, Curisriies. It had that effect. 

Mr. Doyxe. I would think that the record should show, based upon 
the testimony of this witness, that the musicians’ group in Los An- 
veles is entitled to a compliment from this committee in resisting the 
subversive activities of the Communist cell within the musicians’ group 
as related by you, Mr. Christlieb. 

Mr. Curistiies. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. The role to be played, as I understand it, by the 
(Communist branch was to obtain control of the Musicians Congress. 
ae what contribution, after having obtained control of the congress, 
or what was your concept of the contribution that could be made by 

this Communist-controlled congress to the work of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Curistires. I wish I could point to a single bit of evidence, but 
I can’t. 

Mr. Jackson. There was no specific goal that you knew of? 

Mr. Curistues. I think the greatest principles of the congress were 
set down at its formation when it held the congress at UCLA on the 
campus, and it held such promise that afterwards it could continue, 
but it did not. 

Mr. Jackson. Aside from the political aspect of this branch of the 
Communist Party, were there discussions among the musicians as to 
what contribution they could make as a group toward assisting the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Curistires. You mean within the party itself? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes; within the branch. 

Mr. Curistiies. Actually, the quarrel divided the party itself into 
small groups that caucused among themselves, and I never sat in on 
one of those so I am not able to tell. I know that they did meet with 
the idea concerning what you have asked, but I was not a part of that. 

Mr. Jackson. What I am trying to arrive at was where were these 
groups of Communist musicians going, if anywhere? What was the 
ultimate goal they were seeking to achieve? Or was this simply a 
facet of the overall drive to capture an entire industry? It is still 


not quite clear to me just exactly what the ultimate goal was in terms 
of the Communist Party. 


Mr. Curtsruies. I see. 

Mr. Scuerer. Membership? Dues? 

Mr. Jackson. Yes, aside from the obvious thing, such as the contri- 
bution which could be made financially, and culturally. We have the 
picture of the Soviet cultural arts. Was the intent to bring about 
in the United States such a siutation as was described here several 
days ago by another witness? 

(Representative Morgan M. Moulder returned to the hearing room 
at this point. ) 

Mr. Curisriies. Certainly prestige, of course. But then also, I 
think, one of the main objectives, too, was the establishment of a cul- 
tural musicians position in the Cabinet. 
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Mr. Jackson. Did the discussions among the musicians in this 
branch go to the point that music should be of such a nature to carry 
a message, and should it be of the—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Wasn’t that the next step? Didn't they have to get 
a strong organization first, Mr. Jackson ¢ 

Mr. Jackson. That is what I am trying to determine. 

Mr. Scuerrer. They didn’t get that far so they couldn’t advocate 
the next step. 

Mr. Curtstuies. That is my interpretation of it. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is his interpretation of it. 

Mr. Jackson. I have never been inside the door of a branch meeting, 
and I daresay I would never be able to get in one. But as between 
musicians there must have been some discussion of what contribution 
musicians, as such, could make to the Communist Party. 

Mr. Curistiies. That is undoubtedly true. But, as I said before, 
I didn’t come into it in time to enter into these discussions. I just 
saw the destructive part of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mischa Altman play any part in this contro- 
versy that arose? 

Mr. Curistiires. I believe he did, judging from the attitude of the 
chairman. 

Mr. 'TAvVENNER. Can you tell us more definitely what Mischa Alt- 
man was endeavoring to accomplish which became the subject of the 
Musicians Congress 4 

Mr. Curistiirs. I can’t say specifically with regard to the congress, 
but I never knew Mischa Altman to not engage in some Marxist 
analysis of every situation, beginning with the h: indshake to the final 
goodby, so I knew it must have t: aken | place here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you define this controversy a little more clearly, 
the one that was taken to the section level of the Communist Party i 
What was that dispute which was presented to the section ? 

Mr. Curistiies. It seemed to me it was purely selfish motives. It 
was divided into perhaps two groups who were vying for the leader- 
ship as such, that is, the Communist leadership as such. And it 
seemed on a very personal level, to me, at all times. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was that connected with the Musicians Con- 
gress ¢ 

Mr. Curistutes. It didn’t very well. 

Mr. ‘TavenNeR. You mean this fight for leadership ? 

Mr. Curistuirs. This fight for leadership created considerable 
vacuum in the congress as such. It is one of the reasons it died. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand you to say that there was a commission 
appointed on the section level to pass upon these matters. 

Mr. Scuerer. He said they had a kangaroo court. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Maybe it was a kangaroo court. 

Mr. Scuerer. Where they were not allowed to plead the fifth amend- 
ment, 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall who sat on that court or commission ? 

Mr. Curistiies. It’ was at the home of a lady, I think, *!arion 
Brooks. The others, other names there, I do not recall from the sec- 
tion as such. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you there? 

Mr. Criristires. I was there. 

77436—56—pt. 10-——3 
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Mr. Doytr. May I interrogate the witness with one question ? 

In view of Mr. Scherer’s observation a moment ago that he under- 
stood from your testimony that in these kangaroo courts there was 
no plea of the constitutional privilege. Is that “correct 4 

Mr. Curistiies. That is correct. 

Mr. Doyte. You mean that within the Communist Party proce- 
dures where they were undertaking to correct or punish a witness 
was deprived of his constitutional rights co plead his constitutional 
privilege ? 

Mr. Scuerer. He had to answer or else. That has been the testi- 
mony all along about these things. 

Mr. Curistires. Actually, both sides submitted their testimony in 

writing, writings which were destroyed immediately afterwards, and 
no decision was ever handed down, to my knowledge. 

Mr. Doyie. Of course, I know the record will show that we have 
never had in my time of years on the committee, testimony under oath 
in any case where the a Party ever recognized the consti- 
tutional privilege of a member to plead any provision of the United 
States Constitution. In other words, the testimony universally in 
the United States before congressional committees is the Communist 
Party in its own procedures denies the right of an American citizen 
e plead any provision of the United States Constitution. And if 

I did not make it clear before my observation I want to say again 
that I want to compliment the rank and file of the musicians in Los 
Angeles who have resisted, and still resist, the efforts of the Com- 
munist Party in the Los Angeles area to take over and infiltrate and 
control the musical activities of the professional musicians for the 
sake of Communist Party doctrine instead of music for music’s sake. 

Mr. Movutper. Are you ready, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. How long was it after this disagreement which 
broke up the Musicians Congress that you left the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cnristiies. I would say within the year, because the congress 
did fold the first of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have given us the names of the persons who 
were instrumental in getting you into the Communist Party and the 
names of the persons in whose homes the Communist Party met. 

Will you at this time give us all the names you can recall of the per- 
sons who were members of the Communist Party between 1941 and 
1946 ¢ 

Before giving us those names, I want to state that in any case in 
which there is any doubt in your mind we do not want to hear that 
name. We want you to confine your testimony only to those whom 
you can positively identify in your own mind as members of the Com- 
munist Party at some time during that period. 

Mr. Curistutes. All right. 

Joseph Di Fiore. 

Mr. TavenNer. You may omit those you have already identified. 

Mr. Movuiper. What was that name? 

Mr. Curistires. That was Di Fiore. I mentioned him before. 

Mr. Tavenner. You already identified him. 

Mr. Curistires. Lina Di Fiore, L-i-n-a. 

Mr. TavENNEr. What relation to Joseph? 

Mr. Curistiien. Wife. 
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Morris Browda. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Spell the name, please. 

Mr. CuristiieB. B-r-o-w-d-a. 

Mr. TavenNeER. How is the first name spelled ? 

Mr. Curistires. M-o-r-r-i-s. 

Helen Colis, C-o-]-i-s. 

Mr. TavENNER. What was the first name? 

Mr. Curistuies. H-e-l-e-n. And James Colis, her husband. Rubin 
Decker. 

Mr. TAvENNER. His name has been mentioned. 

Mr. Curistures. Joe Eger. 

Mr. TavenNER. Will you spell the name, please? 

Mr. Curistires. E-g-e-r. 

Mr. TavenneEr. How did you know him to be a member ? 

Mr. Curistiies. Meeting formally at homes. 

Milton Feher. 

Mr. TaveNnNneER. Spell the name, please? 

Mr. Curistures. F-e-h-e-r. First name M-i-]-t-o-n. 

Sam Fordis, F-o-r-d-i-s. 

Katherine Glasser, G-]-a-s-s-e-r, and Albert Glasser. 

Mr. Tavenner. They testified here yesterday. 

Puitie GoLpBerG. Victor Gottlieb. 

Mr. Curistiies. Eudice Shapiro— 

Mr. Tavenner. Eudice Shapiro Gottlieb also appeared here as a 
witness. 

Mr. Curistiies. Norman Granz. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Spell it. 

Mr. Curistires. G-r-a-n-z. First name N-o-r-m-a-n. 

Mr. TAvENNER. The last letter was “z” ? 

Mr. Curistires. Z, correct. 

Sid Greene, G-r-e-e-n-e. 

Mr. TavENNER. He also appeared. 

Mr. Scuerer. He appeared as a witness and refused to testify. 

Mr. Curistires. Ramez Idriss. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will you spell that name, please? 

Mr. Curistiies. I-d-r-i-s-s. 

Milton Kestenbaum. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you spell it, pelase ? 

Mr. Curistiies. K-e-s-t-e-n-b-a-u-m. 

Mr. TaveNNER. He also appeared as a witness. 

Mr. Curistiies. And Herbert Lessner, L-e-s-s-n-e-r. Edgar Lust- 
garten. L-u-s-t-g-a-r-t-e-n. 

Lydia Marcus, M-a-r-c-u-s. Jean Musick, M-u-s-i-c-k, and Thelma 
Musick, wife. Herbert Offner, O-f-f-n-e-r. 

Mr. TavENNER. He appeared, too, as a witness, Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I remember him. 

Mr. CurisTures. Jack Pepper, P-e-p-p-e-r. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you mentioned a man by the name of 
Pepper as the person in whose home you met. Is that the same person 
as Jack Pepper ? 

Mr. Curistiies. No, that is George Pepper in whose home we met. 

Mr. TAVENNER. The one you are now naming is Jack Pepper? A 
different person ¢ 
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Mr. Curistiies. Right. 

And Wayne Ronka, R-o-n-k-a. Henry Roth and Esther Roth. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe Mr. Roth appeared yesterday. 

Mr. SCHERER. Mr. Roth appeared twice. 

Mr. Curistires. Ted Saidenberg. S-a-i-d-e-n-b-e-r-g. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Do you know where Mr. Saidenberg is now? 

Mr. Curistrures. I don’t know where he is now, but I know that he 
travels. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the basis of your identification of Mr. Said- 
enberg as a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Curistiires. We met in his home in private meetings. 

Mr. TavenNer. Did you meet with him on more than one occasion 
in his home? 

Mr. Curistuies. Several times; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall where he lived ! 

Mr. Curistuies. In Beverly Hills. I don’t recall the exact address. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us further identifying information 
relating to him? 

Mr. Curistires. No, because he was not in very long. And I say, 
he did travel considerably. He was always on tour. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he is now living in the city 
of New York ? 

Mr. Curisruies. I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he an instrumentalist ? 

Mr. Crristuien. He was a pianist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he was married ? 

Mr. Curisruies. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall his wife’s name? I am asking that 
only for a further identification of the man. 

Mr. Curistriies. No, I don’t remember. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Do you know whether or not his wife was a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Curistuies. I do not know that, sir. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Proceed, please. 

Mr. Curistiizs. George Sandell. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Spell the name Sandell. 

Mr. Curistiies. S-a-n-d-e-l-l. 

Sam Siegal, S-i-e-g-a-l. Seymour Sheklow, S-h-e-k-l-o-w. Alec 
Walden, W-a-l-d-e-n. Judith Poska, P-o-s-k-a. Sam Goldman, 
G-o-l-d-m-a-n. Larry Goldman. Edward Gruen, G-r-u-e-n. Kal- 
man Bloch, B-l-o-c-h. 

I believe that is it, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, your reasons for 
terminating your membership in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Curistiies. I don’t see how anyone can watch any organization 
fail completely in most of its objectives time after time and year after 
year and not question its origin, its reason for existence, and its basic 
principles. And with respect to the union itself, where the party was 
meant to be active, even the leftwing element moved with each failure 
further away from the party, left it isolated, so it was reduced to 
nothing but recruiting and literature and a study society. And to 
this very day if the word Communist or Commie is used on the union 
floor, the retching sounds that come out of the members make it sound 
like a vomitorium. 
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Mr. Tavenner. In other words, you are stating that as far as your 
particular union is concerned that the Communist Party was ineffec- 
tive in its efforts to control it? 

Mr. Curisruire. Yes, sir. I think the formalism charges also 
brought by the Soviet Government against its composers should bring 
every musician here to testify. 

Mr. Scuerer. I didn’t understand that. 

Mr. Curistiies. The formalism charges, you will recall, that were 
brought by the Soviet Government. 

Mr. Doy.ex. I did not get the last part of your answer, Witness. 

Mr. Cnristites. Just “reading that alone, musicians everywhere 
should, particularly here in Los “Ange ‘les, be willing to come here and 
come up and explain that position on that charge. 

Mr. Doyte. What do you mean by that ? 

Mr. Curistiies. I don’t think it is defensible. 

Mr. Doytr. Tell us more about that? Why should the musicians 
in Los Angeles worry about any declaration by the Soviet Government 
in the field of music Why should that worry you # 

Mr. Curisriies. I think this has affected musicians all over the 
world. And certainly many musicians in the branch, and here, were 
asked to explain that position, and rather than explain it, they took 
the attitude, well, you have a censorship of your own methods of com- 
posing through your critic. I think that is rather ridiculous when 
you consider one to hold a critic against a government. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is what Nikolai Khokhlov told us about so ably 
2 days ov 

Mr. Cnristiirs. I believe along that same line in individual in- 
stances, where I had anything to do with forming chamber groups to 
play music for the arts and sciences and professions, | was repri- 
manded by Altman, Mischa Altman, for trying to play music of 
Stravinsky. 

Mr. Scoerer. You were personally reprimanded ¢ 

Mr. Curistutes. That is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. What did they say to you at that time? 

Mr. Curistiies. No excuse at that time. This was before formal 
ism charges. This was only on the basis that Stravinsky was not 
being performed at that time. 

Mr. Scuerer. Say that again. You were criticized for playing 
what ? 

Mr. Curistrurs. The music of Stravinsky, Igor Stravinsky. 

Mr. Scuerer. For what reason ¢ 

Mr. Curistuies. No reason other than the fact that his music 
was being ignored in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Scuerer. Being ignored in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Jackson. Is it good music ? 

Mr. Curistiies. For me it is. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why was it being ignored in the Soviet Union at 
the time? 

Mr. Curistires. It could have been for very personal reasons. The 
man has been in this country for a considerable length of time now. 

Mr. Doyte. In other words, do I understand that——— 

Mr. Curetstiies. As a citizen. 

Mr. Doytr. According to your testimony, Mr. Altman, one of the 
heads of the Communist Party cell of the musicians in Los Angeles, 
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and in the Congress of Musicians was telling you that because the 
music of this Russian composer was frowned upon in Soviet Russia at 
that time, not to play it in the United States? 

Mr. Curistiies. It amounted to that, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. Is that correct? 

Mr. Curistiies. That is correct. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Khokhlov testified also that that ban in the Soviet 
Union included Rachmaninoff. Was that also true in your experience ¢ 

Mr. Curistures. I didn’t know that, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. But you were told as a musician by a member of the 
Communist Party and a leader of your branch that such and such a 
musician’s music was out of favor and you should not play it? 

Mr. Cunistires. That is correct. 

Mr. Jackson. Whether you liked it or not? 

Mr. Curistiies. That is correct. 

Mr. Doyte. In other words, Mr. Chairman, here is another case in 
the field of music, which is certainly the universal language, where 
the Soviet Communist Party was trying to dictate internationalwise 
what music should be played, and where, even in the United States, 
only the music should be played which had approval in Soviet Com- 
munist Russia. 

Is that a fair statement, Mr. Witness? 

Mr. Curistires. Yes; it is. 

Mr. Scurrer. When you were told not to do that, or reprimanded— 
you could not plead the first amendment either, could you? 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Curistiies. That is true. 

Mr. Scuerer. Freedom of association and expression. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you any other reasons that you would like to 
state as to why you left the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cnnistiies. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any effort made to get you to rejoin the Com- 
munist Party after you left? 

Mr. Curisriies. On several occasions, not more than 2 or 8, people 
from the party came to me and asked if I wanted to be in activity 
again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were they? 

Mr. Cnristiies. Anita Short and Herb Lessner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further qusstione, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moutper. Questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doytx. Referring to this C ommunist Party cell among the mu- 
sicians, did you testify : as to where the cell met and that “they met 
in my own home”? Is that true? 

Mr. Curtstires. Yes. 

Mr. Doyte. Is that correct? 

Mr. Curistiies. That is correct. 

Mr. Dorie. And about how many times did this Communist cell of 
musicians meet in your home? 

Mr. Curistiies. Many times, sir. I couldn’t begin to guess. 

Mr. Dorie. Were each and every one of those Communist Party cell 
meetings in your home known to you to be closed Communist Party 
meetings? 

Mr. Curtsriies. That is correct. 
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Mr. Dorie. Then your testimony which you have given is based 
upon the fact that you had more than just usual knowledge because 
they met in your own home right under your own roof? 

Mr. Curistues. That is right. 

Mr. Dorie. And on so many occasions you cannot enumerate them? 

Mr. Curistiies. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. Is that correct? 

Mr. Curistiies. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. You realize that probably there already are a few 
people in this room who have started calling you another informer, 
and criticizing you for coming today and testifying. You realize 
that, don’t you ? 

Mr. Curistiies. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let’s make it clear. He had no choice either. He 
was subpenaed. 

Mr. Doyix. I know. But he had the choice of pleading the amend- 
ments the same as every other American citizen who isn’t in the Com- 
munist Party or under their discipline. 

Mr. Scuerer. I mean we appreciate his coming and cooperating. 
But I wanted to point out he just didn’t come here voluntarily to 
testify. 

Mr. Dorie. May I make this observation at this point, Mr. Chair- 
man: Here is another case—and there have been 2 or 3 others during 
these hearings—where men or women, former active Communist Party 
workers, retiring from the party because they got enough of it, have 
come forward to help the United States Congress to understand the 
problem. 

I want to thank you for it. 

One more question. I have never met you in my life before. I have 
never talked with you before. One reason this committee is here is 
that under Public Law 601, this is a subcommittee of a standing com- 
mittee of nine of the Congress. Our assignment is to make investi- 
gations of the method, manner and extent to which the Communist 
Party or any other subversive outfit, whether it comes from the Soviet 
Union or any other place, undertakes to infiltrate and control any 
group of American citizens for the purpose of overthrowing our 
Government by force and violence. 

I don’t know what your answer will be. I don’t know whether you 
have thought it through or not. But in these hearings I am primarily 
interested in trying to find out from you men who have been in the 
Communist Party, and are patriotic men and have gotten out for 
good cause, if you have anything to suggest to this committee which 
we might recommend to the United States Congress for either amend- 
ing legislation, or new legislation, for handling the question of sub- 
versive activities in the United States? Have you any observation 
to make for our benefit in that field ? 

I realize you are a musician. Maybe you have not been thinking 
along that line. 

Mr. Curtstiies. I think I would not come to the full appreciation 
of what appearing before this committee has meant to me until I re- 
flect on it later. 

Mr. Doyte. Anticipating that there might be a few here within 
hearing of our voices, a few outside, and certainly a few Communist 
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inspired papers and publications which will falsely report what has 
occurred here, charging you immediately with being a paid informer 
or a stool pigeon, will you state whether or not you have been paid or 
promised any payment or any inducement or any employment or any- 
thing else for testifying as you have today ? 

Mr. Curistims. No, sir; this was entirely of my own volition. 

Mr. Doyrxr. Thank you. 

Mr. Scurrer. And you came as a result of a subpena issued by this 
committee compelling your attendance ? 

Mr. Curistiies. That is correct. 

Mr. Moutper. Is that all, Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. That is all. 

Mr. Movtper. Mr. Christlieb, the committee wishes to express to 
you our sincere appreciation for your cooperation in giving us the in- 
formation and such facts or knowledge as you have concerning Com- 
munist Party activities. We admire your courage and we sincerely 
appreciate your coming before us and giving us the facts as you know 
them to be. 

Thank you very much. 

The committee will stand in recess until 1:45 p. m. 

(Whereupon, at 12: 05 p. m.,a recess was taken until 1:45 p. m., this 

same day; there being present Representatives Moulder, Doyle, and 
Se herer. ) 


AFTERNOON SESSION—FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 1956 


(The subcommittee was reconvened at 2 p. m., upon the expiration 
of i. recess ; present : : Re »presentat ives Moulder, Doyle, Jackson, and 
Scherer. ) 

Mr. Moutper. The committee will be in order. 

Will you eall your next witness, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. idriss. 

Will you come forward, please, sir ? 

Mr. Moutper. Hold up your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony which you are about to give 
the committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Iprtss. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF RAMEZ IDRISS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Ipriss. Ramez Idriss. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your first name and last name? 

Mr. Ipriss. R-a-m-e-z, is correct spelling of my first name, but I use 
R-a-m-e-y. The last name is I-d-r-1-s-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Idriss, you were identified this morning by a 
witness as having been a member of the Communist Party. I under- 
stand you have consulted the staff and desire to appear voluntarily 
before the committee. Is that correct / 

Mr. Ipriss. Yes. 

When and where were you born ¢ 

Mr. Ipriss. New York City, 1911. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 
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Mr. Iprtss. North Hollywood. 

Mr. Taverner. What is your occupation or profession / 

Mr. Ipriss. I am a musician and songwriter. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been engaged in that profes- 
sion ? 

Mr. Ipriss. Since 1943 as a songwriter. Since 1938 as a musician. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been identified as h: av ing been a member 
of the musicians branch of the Communist Party 

Mr. Ipriss. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNer. You may proceed with whatever statement you 
desire to make to the committee regarding that. 

Mr. Ipriss. Well, that istrue. I was amember and I cannot remem- 
ber exactly the date that I joined. I think it was somewhere around 
1939 or 1940. Previous to having joined, I have been active in my 
musicians union politics, but was not a very astute person politically. 
It was kind of a—well, my background had been one of not being very 
important, and when I got into the union it was about the first thing 
ever happened to me that made me feel a little bit forward. And I got 
into the musicians’ union, and I met people who seemed to be pretty 
clear-thinking and aware, and to me this was something where possibly 
[ could learn something. 

I went in and was very active in the election of Spike Wallace for 
president, and I had been in the union previous to that when Jack 
Tenney had been elected and then defeated. And at that time I felt 
that this was just an intelligent approach to trying to do better in our 
union, 

I had studied in school, I had studied civies, and enjoyed civics, but 
I guess I hadn’t grown up enough to actually be very forward myself. 

When we had the election in the union I was a hard worker. I would 
do the leg work hard for the election of Spike Wallace. And as a 
result of that I suppose I became interesting to the people with whom 
I was later associated. 

It was about 1939 or 1940 that I was taken into the Communist 
Partv. At that time I felt that it was a sincere effort to do something 
for the world and for our country. 

As to activities that I engaged in, I went to meetings. I could not 
tell you where because they were in various houses. And we did things 
like forming committees. We formed the original Hollywood Can- 
teen Committee. And conservation of tires was one of the things that 
was so important, and all of the sort of activities which I felt were 
congruent with our winning the war. 

In 1946 or thereabouts I had moved fromthe area that I lived 
in which put me in the musicians branch, to another area. I was 
transferred to another branch out in the valley. I couldn't tell you 
where. It was way in someplace and gone, and I attended 1 or 2 
meetings there. 

About that time work was kind of bad and I had started thinking 
about—just something happened to me where it seemed that I wasn’t 
doing anything for myself. I was just going along and doing as 
I was told. And at the same time a very simple thing made me decide 
to leave the Communist Party. I had been pressed for work at the 
time. I was not economically secure. And in spite of this, I had 
repeated efforts made to collect dues from me, which I didn’t have. 
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And all of a sudden it hit me very clearly that if this — was 
— to be for the brotherhood of man it was a very funny way 
of showing it to expect me to pay dues when I didn’t have it. And 
I got out. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was in 1946? 

Mr. Inriss. I would say it was in 1946. I cannot be sure of the 
date because I have forgotten it since then and have tried to forget 
the whole thing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names of the persons who 
were associated with you in the musicians branch, that is, the first 
group that you were a member of? 

Mr. Ipriss. This would be a very difficult thing, for this reason: 
There were many people with whom I associated in the musicians 
union, and some of them were active in the union itself, and I do not 
know that they were in the branch. It was a large branch and I 
couldn’t be sure of all of the names. There are a few names I might 
be able to give you. I certainly should know the name of the person 
who took me in. That was Mischa Altman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the leaders of this group in the Com- 
munist Party, that is, persons who took the most active part, after 
you became a member ? 

* °% Ipriss. | remember Carroll Hollister, Joe DiFiore, Henry 
oth. 

Mr. TavennErR. What was the last name? 

Mr. Iprtss. Roth. I seem to recall the name Edmund Gruen, and 
I cannot be sure. 

‘ Mr. TavenneERr. If there is a name that you are not sure of, I 
on't 

Mr. Iprtss. I am not. He was in the union and might not have 
been connected with the party. 

Mr. TavenneER. I understand the individual was identified by other 
testimony this morning, so I will not ask that it be stricken. 

Mr. Ipriss. It is hard to remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there anything else you desire to say to the 
committee ? 

Mr. Ipriss. These people whom I have just named, they are people 
whom I had a lot of respect for at one time. And probably they right 
now are somewhere in this room and they probably don’t think too 
much of me. But I just feel that they are wrong. And I feel that 
I have come up here because I have nothing to gain or lose. I sin- 
cerely want to say to all the people I was associated with that when 
I felt that it was a good thing to be in the Communist Party I was 
in it. Right now I don’t feel it is a good thing and I haven’t felt 
it since I got out, or I wouldn’t have gotten out. And I think that 
when I think of the effort we put in, if we worked just as damn hard— 
and sure there is a lot of things wrong with our American Govern- 
ment. <A lot of times Congressmen are wrong. A lot of times guys 
are thieves, like we saw in the war when they tried them. Damn it, 
they got them. I would like to see us just go ahead and work for 
our own country. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Movuwper. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 
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Mr. Moutper. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. You voluntarily approached a member of the staff 
to make this statement ? 

Mr. Inriss. I was told that I was going to be identified and I said 
that I wanted to clear myself. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you feel better? 

Mr. Ipriss. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Jackson. I congratulate you on your decision. I think it was 
a very wise decision and I would hope it would be followed by others 
in the same predicament who went into the Communist Party, got 
out of it, and have had nothing to do with it since. I think they 
would feel a lot better in their own minds if they got it off their chests. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Scherer, do you have any questions ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No; I have none. 

Mr. Movuvper. Call the next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Joseph DiFiore. 

Mr. Movuvper. Hold up your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony which you are about to give 
before the committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. DiFrorr. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH DiFIORE, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ARTHUR A. BROOKS, JR. 


Mr. TaveNNER. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. DiF torr. Joseph DiFiore. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record ¢ 

Mr. Brooks. Arthur A. Brooks, Jr. 

Mr. TavenNER. When and where were you born, Mr. DiFiore? 

Mr. DrF torn. New York City, 1906. 

Mr. TavenNER. Will you spell your name, please, sir ? 

Mr. DiF tore. D-i-F-i-o-r-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of your birth? 

Mr. DiFrore. 1906. 

Mr. TavENNER. Do you now reside in Los Angeles? 

Mr. DiFrore. I do, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you resided here? 

Mr. DiFrore. Twenty years. 

Mr. TaveNNEx. What is your profession ? 

Mr. DiFiorr. A musician. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been engaged professionally in 
that work? 

Mr. DiFr10re. I would say the past 30 years as a musician. 

Mr. TavenneR. What has been your formal educational training? 

Mr. DiFiore. I attended the schools of New York, taking some 
selective courses at New York University. I graduated and did post- 
graduate at the Institute of Musical Art, Juilliard School of Music. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. TavenNneER. Were you a member of branch O of the northwest 
section of the Communist Party in Los Angeles, sometimes referred 
to as the musicians branch of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. DiFiorr. Mr. Tavenner and members of this committee, I do 
not think that this committee has the right to inquire into my private 
beliefs and associations and therefore I must decline to answer on 
constitutional grounds, including the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any personal knowledge of a plan 
by the Communist Party to use its members who were musicians to 
circulate petitions in Los Angeles to place the Independent Progres- 
sive Party on the ballot in 1948? 

Mr. DiFiore, Again I must decline to answer on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a document marked for identification 
is “DiFiore Exhibit No. 1.” 

[t is a photostatic copy of an Independent Progressive Party peti- 
tion bearing date of January 31, 1948, at the end of which, is an‘affida- 
vit over the name of Joseph DiFiore. Will you examine that, please, 
and state whether or not the name appearing at the bottom of the 
affidavit is your name and whether it is your signature / 

(Document handed to the witness and his counsel.) 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. DiF iore. I shall decline to identify any signature on any docu- 
ment that you may present me on the grounds of the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the document in evidence and ask that it 
be marked “Joseph DiFiore Exhibit No. 1 

Mr. Moviper. Without any objection, it is so admitted. 

(This exhibit is similar to “Kalman Bloch Exhibit No. 1”, p. 3957 
and will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on ‘file in the 
committee's records. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, this affidavit, as the others, shows 
that the individual named, Joseph DiFiore, circulated the petition and 
obtained the signatures thereon. 

Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. DiFiore. Again I must say that you have no right to inquire 
into my beliefs and associations. But I will state that I am not a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
time that the subpena was served on you to appear before this 
committee ¢ 

Mr. DiF tore. I must invoke the same amendments, the first and 
fifth. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. DiF tore. I must decline to answer on the grounds of the first 
and fifth amendments. 

Mr. TaveNNeR. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
beginning of this hearing which was on Monday of this week, today 
being Friday 

Mr. DiFiore. I must decline to answer on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. TavenNer. Were you a member of the Communist Party yes- 
terday ? 

Mr. DiFiore. I must decline to answer on the grounds previously 
stated, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it just Fridays that you are not a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 
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Mr. DiF tore. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. DrFrorr. On the grounds of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Movuiper. Any questions, Mr. Doyle ? 

Mr. Doyre. I think in connection with the witness’ testimony that 
we have no right to inquire, I want to read one short paragraph from 
the decision of Quinn v. United States, which is a recent decision of 
May 23, 1955. 

The Supreme Court said, and I quote: 

There can be no doubt as to the power of Congress, by itself or through its 
committees, to investigate matters and conditions relating to contemplated 
legislation. This power, deeply rooted in American and English institutions, is 
indeed coextensive with the power to legislate. Without the power to investi- 
gate—including of course the authority to compel testimony, either through its 
own processes or through judicial trial—Congress could be seriously handi- 
capped in its efforts to exercise its constitutional function wisely and effectively. 





May I say to the witness, in view of your answer that you are not 
now a member of the Communist Party, I don’t mean to impute any 
lack of good faith on your part: But may I ask so as to clear it in my 
own mind and on the record, are you in any way today, which is the 
day you said you are not a member of the Communist Party, in any 
rel: ationship directly or indirectly to again be a member of the Com- 
munist Party at some future date. Or are you completely free from 
any conscious awareness of being in any way tied up with the Commu- 
nist Party philosophy? Is that a fair question ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. DiF tore. Mr. Doyle, 1 have no intention of joining the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Dorie. I want to compliment you. 

Mr. Mouuper. Is that all, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyix. That is all. 

Mr. Mouwper. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. I have no questions. 

Mr. Mouxper. Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. 

Mr. Mouxprer. The witness is excused. 

Mr. TavenNer. Mr. Edgar Lustgarten. 

Mr. Movunper. Hold up your right hand and be sworn, please. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. Lustearten. I do. 

Mr. Mounper. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 


TESTIMONY OF EDGAR LUSTGARTEN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
EDMUND W. COOKE 


Mr. TaveNNeEr. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Lusrearren. Edgar Lustgarten. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name? 

Mr. Lusrearren. L-u-s-t-g-a-r-t-e-n. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record ¢ 

Mr. Cooxr. Edmund Cooke, C-o0-0-k-e. 
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Mr. TavenNner. When and where were you born, Mr. Lustgarten ? 

Mr. Lustearren. I was born April 14, 1916, in Chicago, Ill. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Lusrearren. I reside in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been a resident of Los Angeles? 

Mr. Lustearren, There was a period in which I left Los Angeles. 
I was here about 5 months between the time I was discharged from 
the Army and I went to St. Louis for a period of 3 years from July or 
June until 1949 when I returned to Los Angeles. I have been in Los 
Angeles since 1949. 

Mr. TaveNNer. You were in St. Louis for 3 years prior to that? 

Mr. Lustearten. Three years, yes. 

Mr. TavenNer. What was the nature of your employment while 
living in St. Louis? 

Mr. Lusrearren. I was solo cellist in the St. Louis Symphony. 

Mr. TavenNner. What has been your profession and your employ- 
ment since you came to California in 1949? 

Mr. Lustearren. I have been employed under contract at a movie 
studio here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you in California prior to your taking em- 
ployment in St. Louis? 

Mr. Lusrearren. I was discharged from the service in 1945 and I 
was here for a period of about 4 or 5 months. That was in December 
of 1945. I left in May of 1946. 

Mr. Moutper. May I interrupt to ask, you say you were discharged 
from the service. Do you mean from the Armed Forces? 

Mr. Lustearten. That is right. 

Mr. Moutrper. As a member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States, for what period of time did you serve? 

Mr. LusrearrEN. I enlisted in December 1942 and was honorably 
discharged in December of 1945. 

Mr. Moutper. What branch of the service? 

Mr. Lustearten. Army Air Corps. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to 1942, a did you reside? 

Mr. Lustearten. New York City. 

Mr. TavennEr. What was your employment there? 

Mr. LustcarTEeN. I was a member of the NBC Symphony Orches- 
tra there since its inception, which was 1937. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Lustcarten. I attended grammar school and high school in 
Chicago and then I, at the same time, attended the Chicago Musical 
College and the American Conservatory of Music in Chicago. I left 
then to continue my musical studies in New York where I went to the 
Institute of Musical Art and I took some related courses at Columbia 
University. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you complete that work at Columbia 
University ? 

Mr. Lusrcarren. That was approximately 1935. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not 
you performed any services for what is known as Branch O of the 
Northwest Section of the Communist Party in Los Angeles, also known 
as the Musicians Branch of the Communist Party ?_ 
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Mr. Lustearten. I decline to testify on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment “ ag Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

Mr. TavEen Did you assist in any manner in recruiting persons 
to that C Seems Party organization ? 

Mr. LustaarTeN. I will have to give the same answer to that, sir. 

Mr. Jackson. For the same reason ? 

Mr. LustearTen. For the same reason. 

Mr. Moutper. You mean you decline to answer for the same 
reasons ¢ 

Mr. LustGarren. Yes. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member of the Musicians Branch of the 
Communist Party during that part of 1945 when you were in Los 
Angeles ? 

Mr. Lusrearten. Well, I was in the Army in 1945. 

Mr. TavenneErR. You stated that you were here 5 months in 1945 
before going to St. Louis. 

Mr. Lusrearten. I think the record will show that that was in 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. In 1946? 

Mr. Lusreartren. Yes. 

Mr. TaveNNeR. Where did you serve in the United States Army? 

Mr. Lusrearten. I was a member of the Army Air Forces Radio 
Production Unit. 

Mr. TavennER. Where were you stationed ? 

Mr. Lustearten. That was in Santa Ana, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. How far is that from Los Angeles? 

Mr. Lusteartren. I guess about 60 miles. I am not sure. About 
an hour and a half. 

Mr. TavenneR. I understand it is about 35 miles. 

Mr. LusTearTEN. I was figuring round trip, I guess. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
time you were stationed in that vicinity, and while in the Armed 
Forces ? 

Mr. Lustearten. I refuse to testify for the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you say the 5 months of time that you were 
in this area was in 1946, I thought you meant 1945. Were you a mem- 
ber of the Musicians Branch of the Communist Party during that 
period in 1946? 

Mr. LusteartENn. I would have to decline for the reasons stated. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. LusrcarteNn. I am not a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Have you been a member of the Communist Party 
at any time while in Los Angeles, between 1949 and the present time? 

Mr. Lustearren. I decline to testify on the grounds of the 1st and 
5th amendment of < Constitution. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party yes- 
terday? 

Mr. Lusrearten. The same grounds, the same reasons, 

Mr. TavenNeER. You refuse to answer? 

Mr. LusrGarten. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Moutper. Any questions, Mr. Doyle? 
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Mr. Doyrr. May I ask you the same question I asked the wit- 
ness just ahead of you, whether or not there is any reservation or 
limitation on today as to whether or not you have any obligations, 
directly or indiree tly, moral or otherwise, to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party at any future date, tomorrow, or a week from tomorrow, 
or a year from tomorrow / 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lusrearren. I have no intention of becoming a member of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Doytr. I want to compliment you. 

At this point, Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that this witness 
and so many witnesses have pleaded constitutional privileges, the 1st 
and 5th amendments, may I read one short paragraph from a brief 
filed in the Supreme Court of the United States by the American Bar 
Association. Certainly we lawyer members of ‘the committee, and 
the lawyers who appear in this hearing room with these witnesses, 
should take a good deal of stock in what the American Bar Associa- 
tion files with the Supreme Court. May I just read this at this point? 
I think it is important that we get it in the record. I read from page 7, 
and this is in the case of Communist Party of the United States of 
America, Petitioner, v. Subversive Activities Control Board: 

The Communist Party—petitioners’ contention that the act violates its freedom 
of speech under the first amendment is without merit. Section 1 of the act 
eliminates any basis for such argument. 

By no sane or sound construction of the act can it be deemed to control freedom 
of thought or of speech or to apply to radical espousal or radical organizations 
unless they result from foreign domination of the Communist movement. No 
organization and no individual—however radical but not so dominated—is 
encompassed by this act. Nor is any person or organization prevented from 
advocating any change, however far reaching, however unsound, however ob- 
noxious, through change in our Constitution. 

Article V of the Constitution provides one of the greatest of all rights— 
possibly even the greatest—that of the people to effect any change in our Gov- 
ernment by the adoption of appropriate amendment to the Constitution. Orderly 
change in the Government by choice of the people is not one of the basic concepts 
of communism, which espouses rather subversion and violent resolution. In no 
country that communism dominates has it achieved power by the free choice 
of its people—not even in Russia. 

Mr. Mouuper. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Moutper. Any questions, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. 

Mr. Movuxprer. The witness is excused. 

Call the next witness, please, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Morris Boltuch. 

Mr. Movutper. Hold up your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony which you are about to 
cive before the committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Botrucn. I do. 

Mr. Movtprr. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 


TESTIMONY OF MORRIS BOLTUCH, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
DANIEL G. MARSHALL 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 
Mr. Bourvucn. Morris Boltuch. 
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Mr. TavenneER. Will you spell both your first and last names? 

Mr. Borrucu. M-o-r-r-i-s B-o-]-t-u-c-h. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Marswauy. Daniel G. Marshall. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Boltuch? 

Mr. Borrvcn. I was born May 17, 1921, in Winnipeg, Canada. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. When did you first come to the United States? 

Mr. Bourucn. I entered the United States at the age of 5 or 6 
months. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you have lived in the United States since that 
time 4 

Mr. Botrucn. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen? 

Mr. Borrucn. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When were you naturalized ? 

Mr. Bourucn. February 25, 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mr. Borrucn. At New York City. 

Mr. TavenNER. You were living in New York City at that time, 
T assume ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bottucn. Would you repeat the question, please? 

Mr. TavenNeR. You were living in New York City at that time, 
I assume ¢ 

Mr. Botrvucnu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long had you been living there? 

Mr. Borrvcn. I was under contract with the New York Philhar- 
monic Symphony Orchestra from October 1944 until May or June of 
1948. 

Mr. TavennerR. Where did you reside after June 1948 ? 

Mr. Bourucn. Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession now ? 

Mr. Botrucn. I am a musician. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been engaged in the practice of your 
profession in Los Angeles since 1948% 

Mr. Botrucn. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you lived in Los Angeles at any time prior to 
June 1948? 

Mr. Bortrucn. I first came to Los Angeles in 1929. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you live here, then? 

Mr. Bourvcn. I lived here until I went to the Curtis Institute of 
Music in Philadelphia in 1940. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you residing in Philadelphia? 

Mr. Bourucn. Approximately 1942, during which time I ap- 
peared with the Philadelphia Opera, the Baltimore Symphony, and 
the Robin Hood Dell Orchestra. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you reside between 1942 and 1944 when 
you took your contract in New York City? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bouttucn. I was in the National Symphony of Washington, 
D. C., in 1943, I think it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you reside at any other place between 1942 
and 1944? 
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(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Botrucn. Well, to the best of my recollection, I would say that 
I had come back to Los Angeles to visit my parents on occasion. 

Mr. 'TavenneER. Your parents’ home was in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Boutrucu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you engage in the practice of your profession 
any time between 1942 and 1944 in Los Angeles? 

(The witness confers on his counsel. ) 

Mr. Bourucn. As far as I can recall, I don’t—I mean, as far as I 
can remember I don’t aon any musical engagements in that 
period. But Iam sure you could check that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you reside in the city of New York at any period 
other than between 1944 and June 1948? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Borrucn. May I ask what the pertinency of this is? 

Mr. Tavenner. You will have to assume that it is pertinent or I 
wouldn’t ask it. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bouirucn. My counsel] advises me that if it is pertinent you 
should explain that to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, may I ask the witness be directed to 
answer the question ? 

Mr. Moutprer. What is the question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. The question is whether or not the witness lived at 
any time in the city of New York other than between 1944 and June 
1948. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bourucu. I really would appreciate your explaining to me the 
pertinency of this. I have given you these years where I have been. 

I think I have been quite proper in identifying at this point. 

Mr. Jackson. Does counsel have a definite purpose in ascertaining 
this period of time? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Other than obtaining a complete year-by-year chron- 
ology there is a definite purpose ? 

Mr. Tavennrr. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. I ask your direction for an answer. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bourucn. I would like to know the pertinency of this. If you 

can state it perhaps you can make me recollect something. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you have any recollection of whether or not 
you— 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Boutucu. Please explain the pertinency of this. 

Mr. Jackson. No. I have asked counsel. He states that he has a 
purpose in asking it. Therefore I ask the witness be directed to 
answer the question. 

Mr. Doytr. So do I make the same request. 

Mr. Borrucn. Mr. Chairman, please explain the pertinency. I 
wasn’t given, I wasn’t told that I had to bring a whole biographical 
sketch here. I don’t know exactly where I was, exactly. I was 
traveling. 

Mr. Movtper. The witness is directed to answer if vou can recall 
whether or not you did reside in New York at any other period of time. 
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(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuerer. The hesitancy of answering on the part of the wit- 
ness indicates Mr. Tavenner’s question is pertinent. 

Mr. MarsHautu. What does it indicate, Mr. Scherer? It doesn’t 
indicate anything at all. You don’t even know it does. 

Mr. Jackson. Regular order. 

Mr. MarsHau. Stop fooling around. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Marshall, let’s proceed in an orderly fashion. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bourucn. You put me in the position where I am forced to 
decline to answer this question. 

Mr. Jackson. You are not forced to decline. 

Mr. Boutrucu. Until I hear the pertinency of it. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you decline to answer? You are under no com- 
pulsion to answer or to refuse to answer. You have a choice which 
vou are going to pursue. But there is no compulsion. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Botrucu. Mr. Chairman, what is the pertinency of this? Mr. 
Tavenner says he knows the pertinency. Why can’t he tell me this? 

Mr. Moutper. You have the right to answer the question or to 
decline to answer the question. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Mouuper. I say you are directed to answer the question, unless 
you desire in good faith to decline to answer on the basis of the first 
or fifth ances or some other provision of the Constitution or 
other legal grounds. 

Mr. Borrucu. Well, it is possible that I was in New York in 1943. 
I am not absolutely positive about this. It is also possible—I also 
know that I made a vacation trip to New York. I don’t remember 
what year that was. 

Mr. Jackson. As I recall the question, it was did you reside in New 
York at any time other than the dates you gave. 

Did you reside in the sense that you had a residence in New York? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bourucn. I still would like to hear the pertinency of all this. 

Mr. Scuerer. He is doing that now at the direction of his counsel, 
and his counsel has heard 

Mr. MarsHay. Of course he is. 

Mr. Scuerer. Keep quiet a minute. 

Mr. Marswauu. Don’t shut me up. Don’t talk to me that way. 

Mr. Scuerer. You keep quiet. You know the rules of this 
committee. 

Mr. Marsuatu. I will take my directions from the chairman. You 
don’t talk to me that way, either. 

Mr. Jackson. Regular order. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I was saying that you have told this 
witness 4 or 5 times that the pertinency of the question is not involved. 

You directed him to answer. He has asked you 4 or 5 times at the 
direction of counsel what pertinency does the question have. We have 
settled that. Let’s move along. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Moutper. Let’s proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Does the witness refuse to answer? 
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(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I think he has been given every reasonable oppor- 
tunity to answer. 

Mr. Bourvcn. I possibly was in New York, living in New York, in 
1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. At any time other than 1943? 

Mr. Bourvcn. No. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you reside in 1943? 

Mr. MarsHar.. Just a minute. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Marsnacti. May we have that last answer read ? 

Mr. Chairman, may I have it read ? 

Mr. Movutper. Yes. 

(Whereupon, the record was read by the reporter as follows:) 

Question. At any time other than 1943? 

Answer. No. 

Mr. Bourvcu. I would like to amend that to “so far as I now re- 
member.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time prior to 1944 while in the city of New York? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Boitrvucn. As you know, by my identification, I am a musician. 
That has been my whole life. I have spent my life trying to bring 
a little joy to people. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Borrucn. If I were to answer this question in the way that you 
would like to hear me, I would have to go against my religion, 
which—— 

Mr. TAvEN NNER. We only want the truth. 

Mr. Botrucnu. Which would not allow me to be an informer. I 
therefore am declining to answer this question on legal grounds, using 
that amendment which guarantees to the people of this country free- 
dom of speech, thought, : association, the first amendment, and on fur- 
ther grounds that amendment in which an innocent man cannot be 
denied due process of law and be compelled to be a witness against 
himself, the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Mouvper. As I understand it, you use as a reason for declining 
to answer, the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Botrucn. My previous answer stands. 

Mr. Movuuper. You say your religion prevents you from being an 
informer ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Movtper. Did you say religion ? 

Mr. Borrucu. I said religion, the Jewish religion. 

Mr. Moutper. Very w ell. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. You know when you say that you are making a 
false statement with regard to the Jewish religion, do you not? 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Marsnaryi. Mr. Chairman, we are getting into a very dangerous 
area with respect to this subject, a I ‘ask the chairman to request 
counsel to withdraw that question. That is a very dangerous area, 
one that this committee has no concern with. 
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Mr. Jackson. I ask the chairman to prevent counsel from making 
speeches in violation of the rules. ‘The committee will judge what areas 
are dangerous and what areas are not dangerous. 

Mr. MarsHaui. The committee is not the sole judge. 

Mr. Jackson. It requires no enlightenment from you. 

Mr. Marsnauu. I think it does from the caliber of that question. 

Mr. Jackson. I am going to ask, Mr. Chairman, and | am going 
to insist, so long as I sit further as a member of this subcommittee, 
that at any further outburst, or comment from counsel, he be removed 
from the committee room. Either counsel comports himself in accord- 
ance with the established rules of this committee or he leaves the 
committee room. 

Mr. Movwper. In accordance with the rules of the committee, the 
motion as made by Mr. Jackson will of necessity have to be sustained. 
I sense that there may be a deliberate plot or plan to inject religion into 
the course of conduct of the hearings. And, as I say, it has no place 
in this proceeding. But let’s proceed from here, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Marsua.. Is the question withdrawn ¢ 

Mr. Mourper. Let’s proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you remove your hand so that the gentleman 
may answer the question / 

Mr. Marsuany. May Lreply to Mr. Tavenner or 

Mr. Jackson. No. 

Mr. Mouvprr. As stated by Mr. Jackson you are well aware of the 
rules of this committee. It does not permit counsel to address the 
committee or to engage in arguments with any member of the com- 
mitte or with counsel. You have the right to advise and consult with 
your client, advise him on questions of law arising in connection with 
the questions that might be propounded to him. Otherwise, of course, 
it is not an ordinary procedure and you are well aware of that. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, may I read rule VII, which Counsel 
Marshall is well aware of : 

The participation of counsel during the course of any hearing and while the 
witness is testifying shall be limited to advising said witness as to his legal 
rights. Counsel shall not be permitted to engage in oral argument with the com- 
mittee, but shall confine his activity to the area of legal advice to his client. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, before counsel proceeds, lest we do 
become involved in some argument or debate which is foisted upon the 
committee, 1 would request that this area be no further explored in 
questioning. It is not in the proper province of the committee, and 
I am confident that had it not been brought up by a witness, it would 
not have been mentioned during the course of this hearing. 

Mr. Dorie. That is correct, certainly. 

Mr. 'TaveNNeR. Will you tell the committee, please, whether you 
had a Communist Party membership transferred from the city of 
New York to Los Angeles / 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Bourucu. Would you repeat the question, please / 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have your Communist Party membership 
transferred from the city of New York to Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Boutrucu. This is the same type of question you asked before, 
and I am going to decline for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you affiliate with the musicians branch of the 
Communist Party in Los Angeles ? 
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Mr. Bourucn. The same question, the same answer, the same legal 
grounds. 

Mr. Moutprer. Is that the first and fifth amendments you are 
claiming ? 

Mr. Bourucn. I think the record will show exactly what it is. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ’ 

Mr. Boutrucn. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Movurper. Mr. Scherer, do you have any questions ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No. 

Mr. Movutprr. The witness is excused. 

Call your next witness, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Philip Goldberg. 

Mr. Movtper. Hold up your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
give before the committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you, God? 

Mr. Gotppere. I do. 

Mr. Movrper. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 


TESTIMONY OF PHILIP GOLDBERG, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
RICHARD L. RYKOFF 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. GotpserG. Philip Goldberg. 

Mr. TavenNER. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Ryxorr. Yes. Richard L. Rykoff, R-y-k-o-f-f. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Goldberg? 

Mr. Goupserc. Philadelphia, Pa., August 27, 1918. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now reside in “Los Angeles? 

Mr. Gotpserc. That is correct. 

Mr. TavENNER. How long have you resided here? 

Mr. Gorprerc. From the middle of 1949 to the present. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what profession are you engaged ? 

Mr. Goupserc. I am a musician. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Did you practice your profession prior to 1949, and 
if so where? 

Mr. Gotpserc. Yes; would you like a rundown on it? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; and give also your formal educational training 
while doing so. 

Mr. GorpserG. Public school education in Philadelphia; graduate 
of Curtis Institute in 1941; member of the All American Youth Or- 
chestra under Stokowski, North American tour. At this point I 
came to Los Angeles, June of 1941, as a member of the Janssen Sym- 
phony. I worked for major motion picture studios, enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps in 1943, mustered out in 1946 in the East. First 
viola staff NBC radio in Philadelphia ; first viola Philadelphia La- 
Scala Opera Co.; free-lance in New York, 1947 to 1949; Broadway 
shows, I was a relief viola in NBC Symphony ; viola appearances 
WNYC; Brooklyn Museum, and other extensive appearances in the 
concert field. 
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In 1949, about May, I believe, I came to Los Angeles again as a 
member of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, and then a member of the 
Paramount Pictures Recording Orchestra. At the present time I am 
a free-lance violist in the studios if this committee doesn’t interfere 
with my right to work in this field and first violist in the Los Angeles 
Chamber Symphony. 

Mr. TavenNER. You have been in the area of Los Angeles on two 
occasions, one between 1941 and 1942, and the other from 1949 until 
the present, is that correct? 

Mr. Gotppere. From 1941 to 1943. I went into the Army in 1943. 

Mr. TaveNneER. In this latter period, from 1949 to the present time, 
have you been a member of the Musicians Branch of the Communist 
Party in Los Angeles? 

Mr. GotpperG. I am going to decline to answer that question. And 
I wish to state that I do so of my own free will, not urged to or com- 
pelled to. I searched my own conscience, and I believe that the only 
recourse open to a man who doesn’t have the back of a question mark is 
to decline to answer that question on the grounds that this commit- 
tee is probing into areas that I feel are not within its jurisdiction. I 
decline on the basis of the first and tifth amendments. 

Mr. TavENNER. Were you a member of the Musicians Branch of the 
Communist Party in Los Angeles between 1941 and 1943 ? 

Mr. Goipserc. You know the answer to that one, Mr. Tavenner. I 
have sat here for several days hearing testimony, and a man who 
will 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; I think I know. 

Mr. Gotprere. A man who will decline to answer on your first 
question will certainly decline on every other basis within this area 
of discussion. 

Mr. Movunper. I am interested in your statement you made to coun- 
sel that he might know the answer to that question. 

Would you submit to counsel answering the question for you? 

Mr. Gotppere. Yes. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you decline to answer the question ? 

Mr. Gorpperc. I do so on the same grounds previously stated. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Gotpperg. I decline also on the same grounds for the reasons 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Moutper. Questions, Mr. Doyle? 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Doyte. In view of your statement that you have sat here in the 
hearing room several days, therefore you must have heard able 
musicians other than yourself ? 

Mr. GoupserG. Most able. 

Mr. Doyrte. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Gotpsera. Most able and most respected. 

Mr. Doytr. That is right. 

You have heard other able, most respected musicians who have co- 
operated with the commiitee and who have stated that at one time 
they were members of the Communist Party. They have informed 
this committee of their activities in the Communist Party as members 
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of the musicians’ group. Now, I presume that the people whom you 
classify as men with a question mark for a back are the able musicians 
who also have been members of distinguished orchestras and musical 
groups. Am I wrong! Do you classify? 

Mr. Gotpsera. I was referring in the question mark to a geometrical 
design in which they do not stand like men with straight backs and 
defy this committee. 

Mr. Doyie. I see. Then you classify the members of your own high 
profession who have testified and cooperated with this committee as 
not men. Is that your classification of your fellow musicians / 

Mr. Goupperc. I will not discuss my fellow musicians with you, 
Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. I can see the opinion you have of your fellow musicians 
who have testified to help the United States Congress. You ~ 
identified them for me all right. But I also recognize them as I do 
you, members of a most valuable group of citizens, lending a lot of 
joy and happiness to the world, because you have heard me say here 
that I recognize music as a universal language. But I am disappointed 
ib you, one fine musician, coming in and conde ‘mning other fine 
musicians on the ground that they are not men because they cooperated 
with the United States Congress. That is what you have done. 

Mr. GotpperG. The only recourse open to me, and the only criterion 
for being a friendly witness before this committee is to name names. 

Mr. Dorie. I am not criticizing you if you plead your amendment 
in good faith. But I do criticize you for condemning and criticizing 
other distinguished musicians for doing what they felt was their con- 
scientious duty in good faith. I am surprised. 

Mr. Gotpserc. I would like to say, Mr. Doyle, that if there is such 
to-do about looking for subversion, I would suggest that you create 
10 committees like this to go down into the South and see about the 
difficulties and the denial of rights of millions of Negroes down there 
and a member of our own Congress who has defined the Supreme 
Court ruling. I respect my institutions. I respect the Constitution. 
I respect the Supreme Court. 

Mr. Dorie. If you will look out for the subversion in the musicians 
group not too far from you, maybe you will find some closer at hand 
in years past. 

But may I say again, I am disappointed in you, a high-class artist 
in music, condemning, bawling out, and criticizing other distinguished 
musicians because they have done what they conscientiously believe to 
be right, the same as you say you have. Why don’t you let the other 
man have his rights in America, too / 

Mr. Gorpperc. Mr. Doyle, I am disappointed in you who seem 
to have had a fairly good labor record to come here and pillory indi- 
viduals, innocent individuals like myself. 

Mr. Doytr. I am proud of my labor record. 

Mr. GotpserG. I am just as patriotic as you. 

Mr. Dove. I don’t deny that. I am proud of my lebor record as 
an American Congressman. 

Mr. Mounper. Any questions, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is excused. 

The hearing will stand in recess for 5 minutes. 
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(Whereupon, a short recess was taken, there being present Rep- 
resentatives Moulder, Doyle, and Scherer. ) 

(The subcommittee was reconvened upon the expiration of the 
recess: Present Representatives Moulder, Doyle, Jackson, and 
Scherer. ) 

Mr. Movutper. The committee will be in order. 

Mr. TavENNER. Will you come forward, Mr. Joe Eger, please, sir? 

Mr. Movuuper. Hold up your right hand and be sworn, please, Mr. 
Keer. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony which you are about to give 
before the committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Eaer. I do, Mr. Moulder. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH EGER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
WILLIAM M. BRINTON 


Mr. Ecrer. May I make a brief statement ? 

Mr. Movutper. Do you have a written statement prepared ¢ 

Mr. Eoer. Yes. 

Mr. Movutper. You may file it with the committee. 

Under the rules it is prohibited to read any statements. 

Mr. Kerr. Thank you. 

Mr. TavenNer. Will you state your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Ecer. Joseph Eger. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will vou spell your last name? 

Mr. Ecer. E-g-e-r. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden 
tify himself for the record ¢ 

Mr. Brinton. William M. Brinton, B-r-i-n-t-o-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of what bar? 

Mr. Brrnron. San Francisco bar, sir. 

Mr. TavenNER. When and where were you born, Mr. Eger ? 

Mr. Ecer. July 9, 1920, Hartford, Conn. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Ecer. In Los Angeles. 

Mr. TavenNER. How long had you been a resident of Los Angeles? 

Mr. Ecrr. Roughly about 10 years. 

Mr. TaveNNER. In what profession are you engaged ? 

Mr. Ecer. I am a musician. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. Have you practiced your profession during the 
entire time that you have been a resident of this area? 

Mr. Ecer. Yes, I have. 

Mr. TavennER. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Eeer. I went through public schools in Parnassus, Pa., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; graduated high school there, and went as a full scholarship 
student to the Curtis Institute and graduated there, and I spent one 
summer also on a full scholarship at Tanglewood in the Berkshires. 

Mr. TavENNER. What date ? 

Mr. Ecer. What date was what, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. TavennerR. The date of the last place you attended. 

Mr. Ecer. Tanglewood was in 1941. 
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Mr. TavENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, what knowledge 
you have, if any, of an effort made or a plan made by the Communist 
Party to procure musicians to circulate petitions of the Independent 
Progressive Party of California in 1948 for the purpose of putting 
that party on the ballot in California ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ecrer. Mr. Tavenner and gentlemen of the committee, I would 
like to say at the outset that I am not a Communist, and it has been 
a long time since I have done anything of a strictly political nature. 
I feel that there is nothing I have ever done for which I need be 
ashamed. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, may I inquire as to whether or not the 
witness is reading the statement which he was informed previously 
could be inserted in the record ? 

Mr. Eorr. Yes, Mr. Jackson. I was just saying this as a way of 
replying to you. I didn’t answer your question as “Yes.” I am only— 
I said in the statement what is the truth. And I was only refreshing 
my memory as to what to answer to the question Mr. Tavenner placed. 

Mr. Jackson. I didn’t gather that your opening remarks were at all 
responsive to the question which has been asked by counsel. 

Mr. Ecrr. Could you repeat it, please ? 

Mr. Tavenner. My question was whether or not you have any 
knowledge of an effort made by the Communist Party, or of the 
existence of a Communist Party pli in to have musicians in Los Angeles, 
that is, Communist Party musicians in Los Angeles, circulate a peti- 
tion of the Independent Progressive Party in California for placing 
that party on the ballot in 1948 % 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Ecer. I must decline to answer with the privilege of self- 
incrimination. 

Mr. Jackson. Specifically are you relying on the provisions of the 
fifth amendment? I am asking that for your own protection in order 
that the record may reflect exactly what constitutional grounds you 
are taking. 

Mr. Ecer. The question may lead to incrimination, self-incrimina- 
tion. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Marked for identification only as “Joseph Eger 
Exhibit No. 1,” I hand you a photostatic copy of the Independent Pro- 
gressive Par ty of California petition which has an affidavit at the end 
of it over the name of Joseph Eger, bearing date the 13th day of 
January 1948. I now ask you whether or not it is your name that ap- 
pears in that affidavit, and whether or not you signed it. 

(Document handed to the witness and his counsel.) 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Ecer. Mr. Tavenner, I decline to identify my signature on the 
grounds that I previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I offer in evidence the document 
marked “Joseph Eger Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Movtper. As requested by counsel, the document so marked 
is admitted. 

(This exhibit is similar to Kalman Bloch exhibit No. 1, p. 3957, 
and will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the 
committee’s records. ) 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, an examination of the affidavit 
discloses that the afliant states that he circulated the petition and 
obtained the signatures appearing thereon. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. In January 1948, the date of the petition that I pre- 
sented to you, were you a member of the musicians branch of the 
Communist Party in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Ecrr. May I have 30 seconds to answer that question ? 

Mr. Mounper. You may have 30 seconds to answer the question ; 


ves. 


(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Eger. I would be perfectly willing to discuss anything about 
myself, past, present, and future. However, I have been informed 
by counsel that to do so would involve others and get others into bad 
trouble. I do 

Mr. TavENNER. Just a moment. I have told you this committee 
would make no bargains. 

Mr. Ecer. Pardon? 

Mr. Tavenner. I have told you that this committee would make 
no agreements. 

Mr. Eaer. I am asking for none. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think you have misquoted me. 

Mr. Ecer. You didn’t let me finish my statement. 

Mr. Mou.per. The witness has been allotted 30 seconds, which have 
already been consumed. We will give you 30 seconds more to answer 
the question. 

Mr. Ecer. I decline to answer that question on the grounds as 
previously stated. 

Mr. Brinton. Mr. Chairman, may I address myself to the previous 
question ¢ 

Mr. Mouuper. The rules prohibit counsel from addressing the com- 
mittee or to engage in any argument concerning any question pro- 
pounded. And the witness has declined to answer and has claimed 
the privilege under the first and fifth amendments, as I understand it. 

Mr. Tavenner. I take it from what you have said you are not 
now a member of the Communist Party, is that correct ? 

Mr. Ecer. That is correct. 

Mr. TavENNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
the subpena was served on you for your appearance here ? 

Mr. Ecrr. No; I was not. 

Mr. Moutper. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Ecer. Mr. Moulder, I wish it were possible to answer all ques- 
tions about myself without involving others, but I understand the 
law states that once I open the door I must involve others. I play 
a French horn. In order to play a French horn, you must keep your 
head up. I couldn’t live with myself or keep my head up if I got 
others in trouble. 

Mr. Mounper. I asked you the question. Do you decline to answer 
the question ? 

Mr. Brinton. Would you repeat the question, please? 

Mr. Moutper. I asked him if he had ever been a member of the 
Communist Party. 
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(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ecer. I am sorry, I must decline to answer that on the basis 
that I might subject myself to prosecution and on the grounds previ- 
ously stated, self-incrimination. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
January 1, 19504 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ecrr. I must decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
January 1, 19534 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Ecrr. The same answer, the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party on 
January 1, 1956? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ecrer. The same answer, the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then sometime between January 1, 1956, and the 
service of the subpena on you, you ceased to be a member of the Com 
munist Party? 

Mr. Ecer. That is an assumption that you draw, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the only assumption from your testimony. 
You were not a member of the Communist Party on the date that the 
subpena was served on you. Is there anything that occurred that 

caused you to change your status between 1948 and the time the sub- 
pena was served on you for your appearance here ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Eerr. I must decline to answer on the grounds of the privilege 
against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Movtper. Any questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyir. Whatever the cause or factors which changed your posi- 
tion or status I want to compliment you on getting into the status 
where you can honestly say today that you are not a member of the 
Communist Party. 

I want to say this, too, and I think, Mr. Chairman, we should say to 
this witness as to the circulation of these petitions in 1948 by Com- 
munist Party members, the musicians group and others, to obtain 
sufficient signatures from California voters to qualify the IPP as a 
legal party in California, there were some 11,000 signatures obtained 
in Los Angeles County, as I recall it. And I know very well that 
those people had no idea that those petitions were being circulated, 
as has been testified under oath they were, by in the main, members 
of the Communist Party in California. The evidence is abundant 
that the IPP in California was initiated, furthered, and used by the 
Communist Party in California as another front to obtatin their un- 
worthy objectives. And I am going to assume, as our counsel did, 
there was a time when you were a member of the Communist Party. 
It is the only assumption I can ean. And I want to compliment you 
on getting out of that garbage can if you ever were in the garbage can. 

Mr. Movurper. Any questions, Mr. Jackson 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I want to associate myself to a certain 
degree with our distinguished colleague, from California, Mr. Doyle, 
in complimenting the witness on having gotten out of the Communist 
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Party, and also upon his distinguished counsel for the manner of rep- 
resentation of his client. But I do think that we should make it very 
clear that moral scruples are not a legal ground for refusing to answer 
questions. It has been so found in the courts, for declining to answer 
on the basis of the fifth amendment. I think we would make a very 
serious mistake, Mr. Chairman, if we permitted witnesses to take the 
stand to make a very limited statement respecting their own activities 
and then to draw the line. The purpose of the committee, the pur- 
poses of the Congress, would be defeated in such an instance. 

As far as I am concerned, anyone who fails to cooperate completely 
and fully with the committee has not cooperated. And I want my 
position on that matter to be made very clear in the record. 

Mr. Movutper. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Movuwper. Is there anything further, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Movtprr. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Brinton. It is my understanding that the statement previously 
submitted in writing will be included as a part of the record. Is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Movtper. It will be filed in the record. It will not become 
a part of the written testimony. 

Mr. Brinvon. I see. Thank you. 

Mr. Moutper. The next witness, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Kalman Bloch. 

Mr. Movutper. Will you please hold up your right hand and be 
sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
give before the committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth, so help you, God ? 

Mr. Buocn. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF KALMAN BLOCH, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ROSE S. ROSENBERG 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Birocu. Kalman Bloch. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying Mr. Bloch please iden- 
tify herself for the record ¢ 

Mrs. Rosenpere. Rose S. Rosenberg, b-e-r-g 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell both your first and Jast names, Mr. 
Bloch? 

Mr. Biocu. K-a-]l-m-a-n B-]-o-c-h. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Biocn. 1913 in New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Brocu. Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been a resident of Los Angeles? 

Mr. Biocu. Since 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ? 

Mr. Brocu. I am a musician. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Have you practiced your profession since 1937 in 
the area of Los Angeles? 
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Mr. Buiocnu. Yes. I have been solo clarinetist of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic since then. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been. 

Mr. Buocn. Yes, sir, I will. 

I studied in the New York City elementary schools. I attended 
NYU for 3 years and with more supplementary education at Co- 
lumbia and UCLA. I received a scholarship grant from the New 
York Philharmonic which enabled me to study clarinet with the solo 
clarinetist there, who was the outstanding man in his field. 

I played for 4 years in the International Orchestra of New York. 

I teach extensively, and was one of the first to institute the free 
scholarship idea in the Los Angeles school system. 

I do frequent solo and chamber music performance with leading 
chamber music groups, and have appeared frequently as soloist with 
the Philharmonic and Hollywood Bow] Orchestras. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brocn. Oh, I said this previously but I think it goes in order 
now. I have been for 19 years a solo clarinetist of the Philharmonic 
and Hollywood Bow] Orchestras. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Bloch, will you state whether or not you have 
any personal knowledge of an effort made by the Communist Party 
in Los Angeles to induce musicians who were members of the Com- 
munist Party to circulate petitions in 1948 of the Independent Pro- 
gressive Party of California to place that party on the ballot? 

Mr. Biocu. I must decline to answer that question on the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a document marked for identification 
as “Kalman Bloch Exhibit No. 1.” 

It is a photostatic copy of an Independent Progressive Party or 
California petition, at the end of which there is an affidavit of a per- 
son by the name of Kalman Bloch as the affiant. I ask you to examine 
it and to state whether or not that is your name as the affiant, and 
whether or not you signed the name. 

(Document handed to the witness and his counsel. ) 

Mr. Brioca. I must decline to answer this question on the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. TavENnNER. I desire to offer the document in evidence, marked 
“Kalman Bloch Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Movurper. The document so marked by counsel is admitted in 
evidence. (See p. 3957.) 

Mr. Brocn. Is it not a possibility, within my rights as a citizen, to 
petition at any time? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, you have a perfect right to do that. 

My question was whether or not you knew of the existence of a 
Communist Party plan to cause you to do it. 

Mr. Brocu. Tamsorry. I refer to my previous answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would be very happy if you would explain it. 

Mr. Biocn. [still must refer to the previous answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the document bears the date Feb- 
ruary 6, 1948, and, the affidavit, as in the other exhibits, recites that the 
afliant circulated and obtained the signatures in the document. 
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KALMAN BLocH Exuisit No. 1 


IPPC 4419 


INDEPENDENT PROGRESSIVE PARTY OF CALIFORNIA 
a PETITION TO 
0 PARTICIPATE IN THE PRIMARY ELECTION JUNE 1, 1948 


2 
se Circulated in the County (or City and County) of l Cc (Jorge “ 
oO ) 
h STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 2 | 
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. County (or City and County) of bon Waryyhe> r 
TO THE HONORABLE SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA: 
or We. the undersigned. registered. qualified electors of the State of California. residents of the 
c° 
1 County (or City and County) of LiQytir State of California. present to the Secretary 
of State of the State of California this Petition and declare that we represent a political party. the name 
x of which is INDEPENDENT PROGRESSIVE PARTY OF CALIFORNIA. which party said electors de 
ve sire to have participate in the Primary Election to be held on June |. 1948. 
Ly 
n- ee ee ‘Date ot |» 
- RAME Street and Number City or Town Signing 
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and registered elector of the above named County (or City and County) of 

and of the State of California: I am the person who solicited the signatures to the at and fore 
ed going Petition; all the signatures to the attached section were made in my presence and upon the date 


shown after each signature. and at the time each signer signed his name to said Petition he also affixed 
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Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not on February 6, 
1948, you were a member of branch O of the northwest section of ‘the 
Communist Party, usually referred to as the musicians branch of the 
Communist Party 4 

Mr. Brocu. I should like to say that this question, I think, implies 
that I am disloyal and not a trustworthy citizen. 

I would like to tell you about my long career as first clarinetist of 
the Philharmonic Orchestra. Not only my musicianship but my moral 
and ethical conduct, my loyalty, my feeling of cooperation in the 
group, my devotion not only to the music but to my colleagues were 
quite open for their appr aisal, and I am sure that each colleague of 
mine would bear me out, would vouch for me in this, that I am a man, 
that I have always been devoted to music, I abhor violence and never 
in my life have ] done anything I am ashamed of. 

| feel that the question is a dangerous one for me to answer. So I 
must rely on the fifth amendment which protects me against any 
prosecution. 

Mr. Movunprr. You decline to answer, and, as your reason for de- 
clining to answer, you claim the privilege under the fifth amendment. 
Is that right? 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Biocn. Another really essential 

Mr. Mouwtper. You did not answer. 

As I understand, you decline to answer the question propounded by 
claiming your protection provided by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Brocn. Yes. 

May I take 1 minute to further complete the answer. 

Mr. Jackson. I am not quite clear. You have declined to answer 
onthat ground. Isthat correct? 

Mr. Brocu. I have declined. 

Mrs. RosenBerG. May he be permitted to complete his answer? He 

says he has not yet c ompleted. 

Mr. Movutper. Hasn’t he claimed the privilege ? 

Mrs. Rosensere. He has not completed his answer. May he do so, 
and give his grounds? 

Mr. Mourper. As I understand, the witness has claimed the privi- 
lege under the fifth amendment. That just about settles it. He de- 
clines to answer the question. 

Mrs. Rosenserc. It may settle it,if I may say so,in yourmind. The 
witness would like to complete that answer. 

Mr. Jackson. The regular order. 

The witness claimed the provisions of the fifth amendment, and also 
preceded it by considerable remarks. And I think that he was given 
every opportunity to put his point across before taking the amendment. 

I would ask for regular order. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Moutper. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a document marked “Kalman Bloch 
Exhibit No. 2” for identification only. 

It is a photostatic copy of an affidavit of registration bearing date 
the 22d day of April 1948, of a person whose name appears to be Kal- 
man Bloch, showing an intention to affiliate with the Independent 
Progressive Party. Will vou examine it, please, and state whether the 
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name appearing there is the name of Kalman Bloch and whether it is 
your ~~ iture ¢ 

Mr. Biocu. Don’t you feel I have the right to join any legal party 
like the Progressive Party ? 

(Document handed to the witness.) 

Mr. Tavenner. If it is your contention or your position that your 
action in that respect had nothing to do with the Communist Party 
plan which has been described in this hearing, why, of course, I assume 
that you would say so. Certainly there would be nothing wrong about 
it. Many other people did. But we are trying to find out the con- 
nection of the Communist Party with this. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Birocu. Iam sorry. I must refuse to answer on the basis of the 
first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence, marked 
“Kalman Bloch Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Moviper. The document so marked by counsel is admitted in 
evidence. (See p. 3960.) 

Mr. Doyir. Mr. Chairman, as long as the witness has asked that 
question of counsel—whether or not he did not have the right to join 
the Independent Progressive Party, which became a legal party—I 
want the record to show at this point that I am sure I recognize the 
right of any American citizen to be a member of any legal political 
party. 

But in this situation there should be a differentiation because we 
are investigating, Mr. Bloch, the extent to which the Communist Party 
of California secretly, underground by a preconceived program, had 
its members circulate these petitions without revealing to the people 
whom they asked to sign the fact that it was the Communist ‘Party 
subversively doing it, ‘to create indirectly at least a branch of the 
Communist Party program. 

I want you, as a fellow citizen, to understand that that is the reason 
in my book that you are being asked that question, because the evi- 
dence clearly shows not only in this hearing but in other California 
hearings by former top le: ders of the IPP in California, by top officers, 
that they were deliberately put in by the Communist P arty action of 
California. 

And, since the Communist Party has been outlawed, as defined | 
Congress and the courts, as a conspiracy, we certainly have the duty to 
go into the extent to which this conspiracy filte red into the political 
situation in California, the same as it did in m: iny others—— 

Mr. Mouxper. Let’s have order, please. 

Anyone responsible for the demonstration should be removed from 
the hearing room, if the officers can properly ide ntify the persons so 

responsible. 

Mr. Doyte. Including the Musicians Congress in Los Angeles, 
which, under oath again, was defined as a Communist Party means of 
trying to take control of the musicians branch in Los Angeles. 

‘Mr. Buocn. Counsel, is there a question pending ? . 

Mr. Movuper. May I ask you this question: 

Much has been said—and we have heard the testimony and consid- 
erable evidence regarding Communist Party control and domination 
over the Independent Pre ogressive Party. 
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KALMAN BLocH Exursir No. 2 
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Do you have any information or knowledge concerning the plans 
or activities of the Communist Party or any of its leaders or agents 
to create, dominate, or control the Independent Progressive Party ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brocu. I refuse to answer, claiming the first and fifth. 

Mr. Mourper. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party at this 
time ? 

Mr. Biocn. I am going to answer that question. However, I feel 
that such a question, that inquires into one’s political and religious 
beliefs. is an infringement on my right as a loy al American citizen. 

Mr. Movtper. Of course, we are not inquiring into your religious 
beliefs, Mr. Bloch. 

Mr. Brocu. No. All right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Or your political beliefs either. 

Mr. Jackson. Nor your political beliefs either. 

Mrs. Rosenperc. May this witness be permitted to answer that 
question ? 

Mr. Moutper. Yes; the witness may proceed to answer the question. 

Mr. Buocu. Also, in view of my long-standing association with 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic, and especially on the eve of their 
good-will tour to the Orient, could it not have come about that these 
questions be asked me in private? 

Why such an open forum ? 

So that the philharmonic could receive unnecessary criticism ? 

Mr. Jackson. The philharmonic is receiving no criticism. No one 
has suggested a single word of criticism. 

Mr. Biocn. I didn’t mean to use the word “criticism.” Iam sorry. 
I meant publicity. 

Mr. Jackson. Very well. 

I don’t know that the philharmonic orchestra has received any 
unfavorable publicity. The fact that there may have been in the 
orchestra several individuals previously identified as members of the 
Communist Party, under oath by witnesses, in no way reflects upon 
the philharmonic orchestra. Nor could the board of directors have 
been expected to have known the presence of members of the Commu- 
nist Party in the philharmonic. 

The effort to bring the philharmonic into this is crystal clear as an 
effort to confuse the situation. 

Mr. Buocu. I am not trying to confuse the situation. 

I feel this, that the symphony being a community organization 

Mr. Scuerer. Wait a minute. Regular order. 

Mrs. Rosensperc. Mr. Chairman, the witness said he wanted to 
answer the question. 

Mr. Moutper. Let’s have order. Please let us have order. 

The gracious lady knows the rules of the committee. Is there a 
question pending, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. He has answered the last question I asked him. 

Mrs. Rosenperc. He has not answered the last question, Mr. 
Chairman. 

May I request, on behalf of my client, that he be permitted to 
answer the question ? 

It is a simple request to make. You asked him to come here and 
talk, and he would like to. 
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Mr. Jackson. In accordance with the rules of the committee, I 
would ask that on the occasion of the next remark by counsel directed 
to any member of the committee or counsel, she be requested to leave 
the room with her client, if necessary. 

Mr. Briocn. I will just take 10 seconds and give you a satisfactory 
answer to this question. 

I felt strongly about the publicity that may have been given to 
the philharmonie. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I want regular order. The question 

Is he a member of the Communist Party now? He can answer 
th at or take the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Mounper. ‘The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Brocn, I feel strongly about my reputation in the philharmonie. 

Mr. Scurrer. We agree that it is, as you state, a very fine reputation. 
You can help it by answering the question. 

Mrs. Rosenperc. May he be permitted to do so? 

Mr. Moutper. The question is whether or not the witness is now a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Briocn. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the question. 

Mr. Movutper. Proceed and move along. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you made application to the State Department 
for a passport to travel in a foreign country ? 

Mr. Biocn. Yes, I have. 

Mr, Tavenner. When did you make that application? 

Mr. Biocu. With the entire philharmonie group about 2 months 
ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. About 2 months ago? 

Were you a member of the Communist Party at that time? 
Mr. Brocn. No. ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the passport issued to you? 

Mr. Biocnu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you still have it? 

Mr. Buiocn. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. How long before you made the application did you 
ease to be a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Brocn. A false assumption. 

I refuse to answer the question on the grounds of the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you a member of the Communist Party the day 
before you made the application ? 

You said you were not a member of the Communist Party on the day 
you made application for passport, because in that passport the ques- 
tion is asked whether or not you are a member of the Communist 
Party, and I assume that you answered that question “No.” 

I am asking whether or not you were a member of the Communist 
Party the day before you made the application ? 

Mr. Buocn. No. 

Mr. Scnerer. Were you a member of the Communist Party a month 
before you made the application ? 

Mr. Biocu. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. A year before? 

Mr. Buocn. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. Two years before? 
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Mr. Brocu. Restate your question. 

Mr. Scurerer. Were you a member of the Communist Party 2 years 
prior to making your application for passport ? 

Mr. Buiocn. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it 3 years before? 

Mr. Biocu. Excuse me. May I consult with counsel ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Certainly. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Birocn. Would you make your question specific ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

Were you a member of the Communist Party 3 years before you 
made application for the recent passport which we have been discuss- 
ine? ¢ 

( The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brocu. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you 4 years before that a member of the Com- 
munist Party ‘ 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Briocn. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you advise the State Department that you had 
been a member of the Communist Party when you applied for pass- 
port? 

Mr. Biocn. False 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brocu. The State Department never asked me. 

Strike that. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Buocn. I claim the first 

I decline to answer on the grounds of the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Scuerer. The fact is that you were asked, in making the ap- 
plication for passport, whether you had ever been a member of the 
Communist Party or not? 

Mrs. Rosensperc. Are you on the witness stand, Mr. Scherer? 

He was not asked that question. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, I ask that counsel be asked to leave 
the stand. 

Mr. Buiocu. I think I need her support. Could I request that 
she remain ? 

Mr. Jackson. I have given due notice what I intended todo. There 
have been altogether too many outbreaks from counsel. 

Mr. Buocu. I will answer more directly in the future. Could she 
remain ? 

Mr. Jackson. I am going to press my position. 

Mr. Mounper. As I understand it, the gentleman from California, 
Mr. Jackson, moves that counsel 

And witness ? 

Mr. Jackson. And the witness as far as I am concerned. He is 
an uncooperative witness. 

Mr. Mourper. Be excused and removed from the witness stand. 


Mr. Jackson. Excused from the witness stand. I won’t ask re- 
val. 
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I ask that they be excused. 
Mr. Moutper. Do I hear objection from any member of the com- 
mittee ? 

(There was no response. ) 

Mr. Moutper. Therefore, the witness and counsel are 

Mr. Biocu. Mr. Moulder, I really take exception to Mr. Jack- 
son’s remark that I am uncooperative. 

Mr. Jackson. You may take exception to my remark that you are 
uncooperative. I consider you to be completely uncooperative. 

Mr. Mourper. Witness and counsel are excused from the witness 
stand for failure to abide by the committee rules in their conduct be- 
fore the committee. 

Call your next witness, please, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TavenNer. Mr. Jack Pepper. 

Mr. Movxiper. Do you solemnly swear the testimony which you 
are about to give before the committee will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Peprer. I do, Mr. Chairman. 





TESTIMONY OF JACK (L.) PEPPER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
RICHARD L. RYKOFF 


Mr. TAvenNeR. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Pepper. Jack Pepper, P-e-p-p-e-1 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have a middle name ? 

Mr. Perrer. Only one I assumed in a moment of foolishness when 
I was in junior high school. I liked the name of Lawrence. It is 
not legal, and I use it today sometimes to identify myself from other 
Jack Peppers in this particular vicinity. 

Mr. Tavenner. So you use the name Jack L. Pepper? 

Mr. Perrer. Only, shall we say, sometimes in a legal sense. 

Mr. Scuerer. He said he is known as Lawrence Pepper. 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Perper. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. I misunderstood you. 

Mr. Perrer. No. Iam known as Jack Pepper. 

Mr. Scuerer. What did you say about Lawrence? I misunder- 
stood you. 

Mr. Perper. I assumed that name when I was in junior high school. 
I believe I thought that probably I should have a middle name for 
the year book or some such stupid reason. However, I found it 
convenient because there was another Jack Pepper recently; I mean 
in the last 10 years, whose identity has become mixed with mine. 
Therefore, I have used the name “LL” or the initial “L” for purposes 
of identification. 

Mr. TavenNErR. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Ryxorr. Richard Rykoff. 

Mr. TaveNNer. When and where were you born, Mr. Pepper? 

(Representative Donald I. Jackson returned to the hearing room 
at this point.) 
Mr. Perper. Philadelphia, Pa., in the year 1910. 
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Mr. TAvENNER. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Pepper. Los Angeles. 

Mr. TaveNNER. How long have you resided in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Perrer. On and off, I would say, since I was 4 or 5 years old. 
I have gone back East several times for schooling. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. What is your profession ¢ 

Mr. Peprer. Musician. 

Mr. TAvENNER. How long have you been engaged in the practice of 
your profession in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Peprer. Well, I think a very good answer is one given yester- 
day—since I was 5 vears old. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been. 

Mr. Perrer. Well, the usual kindergartens and secondary schools. 
I went to high school, here in Los Angeles. 1 was given a scholar- 
ship by Howard Hanson and Eugene Goossens—that is spelled 
(f-0-0-S-S-e-n-s, a very eminent English conductor—to the University 
of Rochester, and that is, Eastman School of Music. ‘There I re- 
mained for 2 years, I would say, in a period prior to 1930. At any 
rate, I played in the Rochester Philharmonic then, and from that 
point on I went to the Curtis Institute where I studied violin with 
Leopold Auer, A-u-e-r. At any rate, he taught Heifetz and a few of 
the other favored musicians today. 

I graduated from this institution and came back to Los Angeles 
where I was a member of the Los Angeles Philharmonic. After that 
time I went into the studio work, and, subsequent to the war—I would 
say 2 or 3 years—I was asked to join the Coolidge Quartet, which is 
a rather famous quartet. Probably in Washington you may have 
heard of this. We were commissioned by the Library of Congress 
to play in all the universities, including State universities, in the 
country. We were commissioned to play new American works, which 
we did. And I was with them until the time that I volunteered for 
the Army, which was in 1942, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you serve in the Army ? 

Mr. Perrer. Three years. 

Mr. TAavenner. Proceed. 

Mr. Perrer. Do you wish to know more about the Army days? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, if there is any information you desire to give 
the committee. 

Mr. Peprer. It has to do with my musical experience, I suppose. 

A year spent with the Army Air Forces, and finally tranferred to 
the Armed Forces Radio Service where we were responsib le for the 
inaking of programs sent overseas—Command Performance, Mail 
Call, Jubilee, At Ease, and all the things which you may have heard 
about. 

After having left the Army, being discharged some 3 years later, 
I did studio work under contract to several studios. Or two studios. 
And at the present time I am a free-lance musician. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Pepper, you were living in Los Angeles in 1948; 
were you not? 

Mr. Perper. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And did you, in 1948, have personal knowledge of 
a plan of the Communist Party to use musicians who had joined an 
organized group of the Communist Party to circulate the Independent 
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Progressive Party petition to put that party on the ballot in the 
State of California 4 

Mr. Perper. I refuse to answer that question for the following rea- 
sons: on the grounds of the first amendment, which states that Con- 
gress shall not abridge the rights of the people in the field of ideas, 
beliefs, opinions, or associations. 

‘The purpose of the committee is infringement of the right, or these 
rights, and I believe the objective is illegal. 

Se condly, on the basis of the fourth amendment, at least that por- 
tion of the fourth amendment which declares the right of a people 
to be secure in their persons, secure from unreasonable searches. 
And this to me—— 

Of course, [am not a legal man. 

However, this to me, means just what it says. 

I feel that in this case the amendment is being violated because pri- 
vacy of my thought and privacy of my associations are being violated. 

Further, the third re — I refuse to testify is that under the fifth 
amendment I am accorded the privilege of refusing to give testi- 
mony which may be used against me at some future time. 

These privileges do exist for the innocent, and I assert these rights 

prevent their destruction, gentlemen. 

My last and final reason is on that provision of the fifth amend- 
ment which provides that no man shall be deprived of life, liberty, or 
property and, gentlemen, my property is the creation of music, and 
I am going to fight for my right to work. 

I do protest the eeconomie and social sanctions that are imposed be- 

cause of this committee, imposed on those witnesses who are unfriendly 
to the « “pacer s unconstitutional aims. 

Mr. Jackson. Regular order, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. TAavENNER. I hand you a document marked for identification 
only as “Jack L. Pepper Exhibit No. 1.” 

It is a photostatic copy of an Independent Progressive Party of 

California petition, at the end of which there is an affidavit bearing 
the name, as the affiant, Jack L. Pepper. I ask you whether or not your 
name appears as the affiant on that petition, and whether it was signed 
by you? 

(Document handed to the witness and his counsel. ) 

(Representative Morgan M. Moulder left the hearing room at this 
point.) 

Mr. Pepper. I will refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated, that it is an invasion of my rights. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence marked 
as “Jack L. Pepper Exhibit No. 1 

Mr. Doytr (presiding). It will beso received. 

(This exhibit is similar to Kalman Bloch exhibit No. 1, p. 3957, and 
will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the 
committee’s records. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the affidavit bears the date of Janu- 
ary 31, 1948, over the signature of Jack L. Pepper. The affidavit 
states that the affiant solicited the signatures therein set forth. 

Where did you live, Mr. Pepper, in 1948 ? 

Mr. Perrer. May I ask the materiality of that question, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. No; just answer the question, or refuse to answer it 
and take your chances on whether it is material or not. 
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Mr. Pepper. In that case, I shall certainly decline to answer the 
question on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Did you ever live at 1501 Murray Drive, Los 
Angeles 26, Calif. ? 

Mr. Pepper. I believe you heard my statement. I think it is on 
the record. 

Mr. Dorie. That is not the same question, sir. 

Mr. Pepper. It is not? 

Mr. Dorie. He asked you where you lived and you pleaded the 
amendment. Now he asked you if you lived at a specific address. 

Mr. Pepper. As far as I am concerned, that is the same question. 
However, I shall be happy to decline to answer that question for the 
same reasons. 

Mr. TavenNner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Perper. Same reasons. 

Mr. TaveNNER. You refuse to answer for the same reasons? 

Mr. Preprer. Yes; I decline to answer for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Dorie. Any questions ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. 

Mr. Doytr. The witness is dismissed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Jean Musick. 

Mr. Dorie. Do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Musick. Yes; I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JEAN C. MUSICK, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
RICHARD L. RYKOFF 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please ? 

Mr. Musick. Jean Musick. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Do you have a middle initial ? 

Mr. Musick. C. 

Mr. TavenNeErR. Will you spell your last name? 

Mr. Musick. M-u-s-i-ce-k. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself? 

Mr. Ryxorr. Richard Rykoff. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Musick? 

Mr. Musick. I was born in 1910 in Colorado. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Musick. In Newport Beach, Calif. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you resided in California ? 

Mr. Musick. Since 1938. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ? 

Mr. Musick. I am a musician. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you engaged in the practice of your 
profession in California ? 

Mr. Musick. Since I came here in 1938. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly, what 
your formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Musick. My primary and secondary education were the usual 
ones in Colorado. I was given a scholarship at the University of 
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Rochester, Eastman School of Music, in Rochester, N. Y. I attended 
this scholarship for 4 years, during which time I earned my way, my 
living expenses through school, I earned my expenses for school plus 
the aid that the scholarship allowed me for expenses at the school 
itself. 

During the 4 years in which I retained the scholarship I was an 
honor student scholastic ally. I was chairman of my class for 3 of 
those 4 years, and during the first 3 years I completed 4 years of school- 
ing with the exception ‘of 6 academic hours which I took at summer 
session, giving me my bachelor of music degree. 

During my fourth year of scholarship T pursued graduate studies 
and completed all of the work for my master’s degree, with the excep- 
tion of the writing of the thesis which I did during the following year, 
and received my degree in 1933. 

Since that time I have pursued the study of my profession privately, 
and occasionally had course in extension at the university, classes in 
various things. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of a document bear- 
ing date March 23, 1948, purportedly signed by you and marked for 
identification only as “Jean C. Musick Exhibit No. 1.” Will you look 
at it, please, and tell me what it is / 

(Document handed to the witness and his counsel.) 


(Representative Morgan M. Moulder returned to the hearing room 
at this point.) 


(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ryxorr. Would you repeat the question, Mr. Tavenner? 
What is the pending question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. The question was: Will you look at the document 
and tell us what it is? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Musicx. Yes. During my schooling I did learn how to read 
so I can say what the document is. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is it ¢ 

Mr. Musick. It is a declaration of candidacy. 

Mr. Tavenner. For what ? 

Mr. Musick. For the Independent Progressive Party. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What position ? 

Mr. Musick. Member of the County Central Committee. 

Mr. TavenNer. Whose declaration of candidacy ? 

Mr. Musick. Mr. Tavenner and Mr. Chairman, I decline to identify 
the document further than that on the basis of the first and fifth amend- 
ments of the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not a fact that there appears on the bottom 
of the document the name Jean C. Musick ? 

Mr. Musick. I desire to decline to answer that question on the 

same grounds as the former one. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you sign your name to that document? 

Mr. Musick. I also decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds, if you please. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to introduce in evidence the document 
marked “Jean C. Musick Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Mounper. The document so marked will be admitted into evi- 
dence as requested by counsel. 
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JEAN C. Musick ExuHIsitr No. 1 


DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY 
By Candidate for Member of County Central Committee 


(Section 2601, Elections Code) 


I hereby declare myself aa Saiphticgansra candidate for election to the office 


of Member of County Central Committee . district to 


Form Ne 11 


be voted for at the primary election to be held Z , 19 VA and declare the 


following to be true: , a 
My name is................ eis: 


My present residen 


My present occupation is ’ ey # 
My present business address is 






The name of my employer (if any) i 
Amat — Opt 


My occupation for the past three years has been as follows 


The address of my employer (if any) is 


—. bee £4 -C4 rn - " ip cabbie agit | @aemmeeell oa = 


The duration of my residence in California is Paget "9 Ped years. 
I have been a citizen of the United States for A—~*4 years. 


My address, or the eo five years has been as follows: 


{221 Bee Qntrrcent., Sitar. Torermeiove. -"Onkef, 


19 $2 o fe ee 


fat ht Coan that S ter Dag eles 83, Gal . 


I am at present an incumbent of the following public office (if any): 


Form Me. ii- Use this Form Neo 11 im conacctive with Forms 16 aad 13. eC. 1-1-49 
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JEAN C. Musick ExHIsit No. 1—Continued 


Examined and certified by me this enth.. 





By 





This document with all blanks therein filled Is to he delivered at least sixty-five days prior to the Direct primary clection to the Registrar of Voters 
of the « 


wunty wherein the candidate revides. Such Registrar shall thercupon cxamine, mark, certify and file the same, in the manner and within the time 
required by law. (Sections 2621, 2632, Elections Code.) 


Whee the declaration of candidacy is made by the candidate, use this Form We. 11, and in connection therewith use Forme Mes. (0 and 12. 


CANDIDATE'S REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF OCCUPATION TO APPEAR ON BALLOT 


MOTE: THE USE OF THIS REQUEST '§ OPTIONAL WITH THE CANDIDATE. 


In accordance with the provisions of Section 3819 of the Elections Code, I, the undersigned, candidate 
for the office in this Declaration mentioned, hereby request that there be placed immediately under my 


name upon the ballot for the election therein referred to, the words or designation “. 


(Signed) 


Kection 3419 of the Elections Code prosices as foliows 


ereee*immediately under the name of cach candidate and nut separated therefrom by any line may appear, at the option of the candidate, one of the 
following designations 


(a) Words designating the city, county, district or State office which the candida’e thon holds. 

In addition to the forcgeing, memircrs of the Senate of the State Of Calitornia may use either of the following designations: “State Senator, a 
Pristrict, California Legisiature” or “Member of Califurnia Senate, District,” of any other a; propriate designation, the blanks to be filled with 
the appropriate district number. 

Members of the Assembly may use eliher of the following designations: “‘Assembiyman, District, California Legislature” or “Member of the 
Asecmbly District, California Legislature,” or any other appropriate designation, the bianks to be filled with the appropriate district number. 

(b) If the candidate be @ candidate fur the same office which he then holds, and only in that event, the word “incumbent” 

fc) Words desiznating the profession, voration of orrupation of the candidate which shall not exceed three in number. The profession, vocation or 
occupation se designated shall be the same as appears io the affidayit of registration of the candidate. No candidate shall assume a 
Would mislead the voters.**** ° 


CERTIFICATE AS TO OCCUPATION IN AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION 


State of California, | 
County of Los Angeles | 


I hereby certify that the profession, vocation or occupation as designated in the affidavit of registration 


of the above named candidate now in my office is... Musician 
MUSICIAN 


Dated this...°2*) day of... March 19.48 





NOTL:—This form of certificate is only for use where a des'gnation other than “incumbent” is used by the candidate. 
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JEAN C. Musick ExHIsit No. 1—Continued 


I have held the following public offices (if any): 





eambesenoassons for. years, 
ssicinpicechiacctninss ; eal ‘ie for years, 
for years, 

for years, 

years. 

I am registered as affiliated with the.’ Party. 





. ) & ote of what he considers to be his special fitness, training Or experience i 
the line of work which he will be called upon to perform in case of his election.) 


I will qualify for that office if elected. 





STAJE OF CALIFORNIA. } 
County of.. oles ek Arg ilte ee a 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this........ a 2 ries day of..... anes aOR comesnnese » 19 £8 


eden Mien 


" Notary Public (or other official). — 
My Comadtssion fr-i:c- ! 





an. 23, 195) 
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Mr. Moutper. First may I say that it is a photostatic copy of the 
document. You did not sign that document. You could truthfully 
answer that, couldn’t you, one way or the other / 

Mr. Musick. I understand. 

Mr. Mouwper. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TavenNeER. There is a statement in this document, which I read: 

I am registered as affiliated with the Independent Progressive Party. 


Were you so registered on March 23, 1948 ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Musick. Mr. Tavenner, I decline to answer that question on the 
same grounds as previously stated, and for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. You actually became a member of the State central 
committee; did you not? 

Mr. Musick. Would you repeat the question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. You actually became a member of the State central 
committee of the Independent Progressive Party ; did you not? 

Mr. Musick. I believe the document showed it was titled a county 
central committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Thank you for correcting me. It is Los Angeles. 

Mr. Musicx. I will decline to answer that question on the same 
basis for the same reasons as the former one, for the same subject. 

Mr. Tavenner. If that document speaks the truth, it shows that you 
aspired at least to become a member of the Los Angeles County Central 
Committee of the Independent Progressive Party. From that infor- 
mation and other information in the hands of the committee, which it 
has received in the form of sworn testimony before the committee, you 
should be in a position to give this committee important facts relat- 
ing to the pe of the Communist Party in 1948 to use musicians who 
were members of the Communist Party to promote the interests of 
the Independent Progressive Party. 

Will you give us the benefit of such information as you have? 

Mr. Musics. Mr. Tavenner and Mr. Chairman, I must decline to 
answer that question on the basis of the first and fifth amendments, as 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a document marked for identification 
only as “Jean C. Musick Exhibit No. 2.” 

It is a photostatic copy of a petition of the Independent Progressive 
Party, at the end of which appears an affidavit over the signature of 
Jean C. Musick, bearing date of January 31, 1948. I ask you whether 
or not that is your signature as the affiant in that affidavit. 

(Document h: anded to witness and his counsel. ) 

Mr. TavenneER. It is on the last page. 

Mr. Musick. Mr. Tavenner, I decline to identify the petition or the 
signature on the grounds as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the document in evidence marked “Jean C. 
Musick Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Movunprer. W ithout objection, it is so ordered. 

(This exhibit is similar to Kalman Block exhibit No. 1, p. 3957, and 
will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the com- 
mittee’s records. ) 

(Document returned to Mr. Tavenner. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. The document is dated January 31, 1948. 
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On that day were you a member of branch O of the northwest sec- 
tion of the Communist Party, sometimes referred to as the Musicians 
Branch of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Musick. I wish to decline to answer that question on the basis 
of the constitutional grounds of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Musick. I wish to decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Moutper. Any questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Movutper. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Movuiper. Do you have a question, Mr. Scherer / 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Musick, you have refused to answer the pertinent 
questions asked by Mr. Tavenner on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. You have invoked your privilege under the fifth amendment in 
refusing to answer those questions, and I think you have invoked it 
properly. By invoking the fifth amendment you have said that you 
did not want to answer the questions because you, in good faith, 
felt that if you answered those questions, those answers might tend to 
incriminate you, might result in some prosec ution in the future. 

But as Mr. Tavenner said, we feel that you, in particular, have 
some information that would be very helpful to the committee. Now 
the law is that this committee may grant you immunity, with the ap- 
proval of a Federal court. In other words, we m: Ly say to you that 
no matter what your answers are to the questions as sked you cannot 
be prosecuted, you cannot be incriminated. The law gives this com- 
mittee that right. 

Now, if this committee should grant you immunity so that no matter 
what answers you gave to the questions propounded, vou could not be 
prosecuted, would you then answer the questions we ask you? 

Mr. Musick. Excuse me, I don’t believe I know your name. 

Mr. Scuerer. Scherer. You may want to consult with your coun- 
sel before answering that question. 

Mr. Musick. I am sure my counsel will know the proper things to 
sav, but I feel—— 

Mr. Scnerer. That is the reason I say if you want to you should 
consult with him. 

Mr. Musick. I feel this is a matter of conjecture. It doesn’t exist 
and at this time I am not in a position to answer the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I wanted to know, because if the committee should 
lecide to grant you immunity, it requires considerable effort and time. 

You have said the only reason you are not answering the question 
is because you fear some prosec ution. If that fear of prosecution 
is removed wouldn’t you be willing to tell what you knew / 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Musick. Mr. Scherer, I did not use the word “fear” in any of 
my reasons in declining. I do not have fear. I stated my grounds 

that the ¢ ‘onstitution— = 

Mr. Scuerer. That is what the fifth amendment says, that you in 
vood faith feel—that means fear—feel that to answer the questions 
might incriminate you. You fear prosecution. 
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Mr. Musicx. My understanding of semantics is that there is a 
difference between the words “fear” and “feel.” And that is the only 
reason I mention it. 

Mr. Scuerer. If you don’t fear prosecution, the fear that you might 
be prosecuted, then of course it doesn’t seem that you are invoking the 
fifth amendment in good faith. 

Mr. Musick. I am invoking the fifth amendment in good faith, but 
the additional reason is contained in the first amendment, that I feel 
that the inquiry is beyond the sphere of 

Mr. Scurrer. Of course, that has been already established, that the 
inquiry concerning your Communist membership and any knowledge 
you might have of subversive activities is certainly within the scope 
of this committee, and that is well established. "There is no basis 
for that. 

That is all I have. I just wanted to see whether these witnesses are 
actually invoking the fifth amendment in good faith, if they actually 
fear or feel that they might be prosecuted as a result of any informa- 
tion they might give the committee. I can’t understand, if that 
threat of prosécution or possibility of prosecution is removed, why 
any citizen should not say, who invokes the fifth amendment, “Ww hy, 
certainly, I will answer.” 

Mr. Jackson. Can't you really understand or are you 

Mr. Scuerer. I really understand. 

Mr. Jackson. Or are you being naive? 

Mr. Scurrer. I really unders tand, Mr. Jackson, but in some cases— 
I am not saying in this one—it is evident that the fifth amendment 
is not invoked in good faith. There is actually no fear or feeling of 
prosecution. It is just an unwillingness to cooperate. And the fifth 
amendment is used for that purpose. 

Mr. Mouiper. Any further questions ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No further questions. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is excused. 

May I inquire, Mr. Tavenner, how many more witnesses do we have 
for this afternoon ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe four. 

Mr. Moutprer. Let’s proceed to call the next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Manuel Newman. 

Mr. Movtper. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you 
are about to give before the committee will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Newman. I do. 

(Representative Gordon H. Scherer left the hearing room at this 
point.) 








TESTIMONY OF MANUEL NEWMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ROBERT KENNY 


Mr. Tavenner. Are you Mr. Manuel Newman? 

Mr. Newman. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Kenny. Robert Kenny, Los Angeles. 
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Mr. TavenneER. Is N-e-w-m-a-n the proper spelling of your name? 

Mr. Newman. Right. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Newman? 

Mr. Newman. Born in 1916, Butfalo, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now reside in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Newman. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you resided here? 

Mr. NewMan. Since approximately 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live prior to 1946? 

Mr. Newman. Army barracks. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in the Armed Forces? 

Mr. Newman. For approximately 3 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live prior to your enlistment ? 

Mr. Newman. Oklahoma City. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you live there ? 

Mr. Newman. Approximately 2 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ? 

Mr. Newman. I am a violinist. 

Mr. TaveNnNer. Have you practiced your profession in Los Angeles 
since 1946 ? 

Mr. Newman. Yes, Ihave. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that the occasion for your being in Oklahoma 
City? Were you engaged in the practice of your profession in Okla- 
homa City ? 

Mr. Newman. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to your enlistment ? 

Mr. Newman. I may add I have been engaged in my profession as 
long as I can remember being an adult, and before, perhaps. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you tell the committee, please, what your 
educational training has been ? 

Mr. Newman. Well, primary and secondary education. I attended 
the University of Rochester and Eastman School of Music on a schol- 
arship, where I graduated and did postgraduate work. I graduated 
with a bachelor's degree and did some postgraduate work and was 
awarded an artist’s diploma. And I have studied violin on and off 
ever since up until very recently. And that is my life work. 

Mr. Tavenner. After you began the practice of your profession 
in Los Angeles, did you join an organized group of the Communist 
Party composed almost exclusively of members of the musicians’ 
profession ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Newman. I respectfully decline to answer that question on the 
grounds of the first amendment supplemented by the fifth. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a member of the Musicians Branch of the Com- 
munist Party, were you directed to circulate a petition of the Inde- 
pendent Progressive Party of California in 1948? 

Mr. Newman. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a document marked for identification 
only as “Manuel Newman Exhibit No. 1.” 

It is a photostatic copy of an Independent Progressive Party peti- 
tion which has an affidavit at the end of it over the name of Manuel 
Newman. 


77436—56—pt. 10-6 
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Will you examine the signature of the affiant in the affidavit on the 
last page and state whether or not you signed the document 4 

(Document handed to the witness and his counsel. ) 

Mr. Newman. I decline to answer all questions pertaining to this 
document on the same grounds. 

Mr. Taverner. What was your answer? 

Mr. Newman. My answer was the same declination for the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the document in evidence, Manuel Newman 
exhibit No. 1. 

Mr. Mouuper. The document marked “Manuel Newman Exhibit 
No. 1” is admitted into evidence. 

(This exhibit is similar to Kalman Bloch exhibit No. 1, p. 3957, 
and will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the 
committee’s records.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the affidavit referred to at the end 
of the document, over the name of Manuel Newman, bears date of 
January 24, 1948, and in the affidavit is recited that Manuel Newman 
solicited the signatures thereon. I hand you a document marked for 
identification only as “Manuel Newman Exhibit No. 2”. 

It is a photostatic copy of an Affidavit of Registration bearing date 
of April 6, 1948, and I will ask you whether or not you executed that 
affidavit as an affiliate of the Independent Progressive Party. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

(Document handed to the witness and his counsel.) 

Mr. Newman. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I offer in evidence the document 
marked “Manuel Newman Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Movwper. ‘The document marked “Manuel Newman Exhibit No 
2” is admitted in evidence. 

(This exhibit is similar to the Kalman Bloch exhibit No. 2, p. 3960, 
and will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the 
committee’s records. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party at this 
time ? 

Mr. Newman. No. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
time the subpena was served on you for your appearance before this 
committee ? 

Mr. Newman. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
yesterday ? 

Mr. Newman. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. | have no further questions. 

Mr. Movuntper. Any questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyie. I have complimented all the other witnesses who were 
able to say under oath that they were not now members of the Com- 
munist Party, and I compliment you on being able to say under oath 
that you are not on a member. 

May I ask this: As far as you know now have you any feeling in 
you of moral ee or is there any reason why you should ‘feel 
under any obligation, pressure, or duty to unite with the Communist 
Party at any time in the future? 
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Mr. Newman. May I answer that in my own way? 

I would like to say that at this time my entire thoughts and in- 
tentions circulate around providing for my family in the future, and 
I think that would take up all of my energies and thoughts. 

Mr. Doyue. Thank you. 

Mr. Mouwper. Questions, Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Movutper. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Newman. Thank you. 

Mr. TaveNner. Mr. Roy Frankson. 

Mr. Movutper. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you 
are about to give before the committee will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Franxson. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ROY FRANKSON, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ROBERT KENNY 


Mr. 'TAVENNER. What is your name, please, sir / 

Mr. Franxson. Roy Frankson. 

Mr. TaveNnNER. It is noted that you are accompanied by the same 
counsel who accompanied the prec eding witness. 

Mr. Kenny. It is so stipulated. 

Mr. TavenneR. Is that right? 

Mr. Kenny. We will stipulate the same counsel. 

Mr. 'TaveNNER. When and where were you born, Mr. Frankson ? 

Mr. Frankson. In Minnesota, 1898. 

Mr. 'TaveNNER. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Franxson. In Glendale. 

Mr. TAvenNER. California ? 

Mr. FRANKSON. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in California / 

Mr. Frankson. Since 1928 or 1929. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ? 

Mr. Franxson. I have been a musician all my life. 

Mr. 'TavenNER. Will you tell the committee briefly what your for- 
mal educational training has been? 

Mr. Franxson. Public schools in the country in Minnesota in a 
small town; Minneapolis School of Music; Chicago Musical College; 
the School of Musical Art, New York; Institute of Musical Art in 
New York, which is now Juilliard School. From that time on its 
been professional work. 

Mr. ares Marked for identification only as “Roy Frankson 
Exhibit No. I hand you a photostatic copy of a petition of the 
Independent heosatties Party of California at the end of which 
appears an affidavit. Will you examine the affidavit and state whether 
or not you are the affiant named therein and whether the name was 
signed by you? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

(Document handed to the witness and his counsel.) 

Mr. Frankson. I decline and refuse to answer that question, sir, 
on the grounds of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer in evidence, the 
document marked “Roy Frankson Exhibit No. 1 
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Mr. Movtper. The document will be so admitted as requested by 
counsel. 

(This exhibit is similar to the Kalman Bloch exhibit No. 1, p. 3957, 
and will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the 
committee's records. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the document bears the date of Jan- 
uary 16, 1948, and, as in other similar documents, the affidavit states 
that the signatures were solicited by the affiant, whose name is Roy 
Frankson. 

Mr. Movutprk. Do you wish to deny or affirm or make any comment 
upon the statement made by counsel concerning the document ? 

Mr. Franxson. I wish to rely on the fifth and first amendments. 

Mr. Mounper. All right. 

Mr. Franxson. In all instances. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether on 
January 16, 1948, the date of that document, you were a member of 
branch O of the northwest section of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Franxson. The answer is the same, the fifth and first amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a document marked for identification 
only as “Roy Frankson Exhibit No. 2.” It is a photostatic copy of 
an affidavit of registration bearing date of 29th day of March 1951, 
indicating that the name of the afliant, R oy Frankson, was affiliated 
at that time with the Independent Progressive Party. Will you 
examine it, please ? 

(Document handed to the witness and his counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state whether the name of the affiant 
on that document is your name and whether you signed it? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Franxson. I refuse under the same conditions and the same 
amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence the document marked “Roy 
Frankson Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Moutper. The document is so admitted as requested by counsel. 

(This exhibit is similar to Kalman Bloch exhibit No. 2, p. 3960, and 
will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the com- 
mittee’s records. ) 

Mr. TavenNeEr. Did you ever use the name “Bob Henderson ?” 

Mr. Franxson. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds 
of the same question, the same grounds, the same amendments. 

Mr. TavenNerR. Where did you reside in 1937 ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Franxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Franxson. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Movutper. Any questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No questions. 

Mr. Jackson. No questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moutper. The question hasn’t been asked you, which is the 
$64 question : Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 
Mr. Franxson. I refuse to answer that, too. 
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Mr. Movutper. The same grounds? 

Mr. Franxson. On the same grounds. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is ‘excused. 

Mr. Tavenner. Herbert Lessner. 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson left the hearing room at this 
point.) 

(Representative Gordon H. Scherer returned to the hearing room 
at this point.) 

Mr. Movurper. Will you hold up your right hand and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony which you are about to give 
before the committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. LEssNER. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF HERBERT LESSNER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
BEN MARGOLIS 


Mr. Lessner. I would, if I may, like to inject this into the record. 
I have a copy here, if that is permissible. 

Mr. Mouuper. Yes; the statement which you have prepared will be 
filed as a part of the committee’s record. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Lessner. Herbert Lessner—L-e-s-s-n-e-r. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Marecorts. Ben Margolis, Los Angeles. 

Mr. Taverner. When and where were you born, Mr. Lessner ? 

Mr. Lessner. Youngstown, Ohio, April 7, 1911. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ¢ 

Mr. Lessner. In Los Angeles. 

Mr. TAvENNER. How long have you resided in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Lressner. Since 1937, with the exception of 2 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Lessner. Musician. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you practiced your profession in 
Los Angeles? 

Mr. IessNer. Since 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time where did you practice your 
profession ? 

Mr. Lessner. I was in New York for almost 7 years, from 1930 until 
1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Lessner. Regular high school and a couple of years in college, 
varied courses, part of which was psychology, and in which I learned 
that red blood courses through all people, regardless of color, which 
gave me quite an education, and I traveled with, I barnstormed all 
over the country since I got out of school, and Jearned quite a bit 
about Negroes and whites and equality of people. And this is some- 
thing that I have- 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you learn anything about the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lessner. This is another question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that the witness be directed to answer the ques- 
tion. He said he has learned all about Negroes and whites and that 
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red blood flows through everybody’s veins. I want to know if he 
learned anything about the Communist Party in his travels. 

Mr. Lessnrer. Am I finished with the first question ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Tavenner’s question is withdrawn. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Scurrer. Will you answer my question / 

Mr. Lessner. Then in that case I shall decline to answer for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 

One, my rights and responsibilities to the Constitution are strictly 
mine to maintain and protect. I have the right to meet or be with any- 
body or speak or be silent. And this is the first amendment which I 
use, to refuse to answer. 

Secondly, as a musician, I feel it necessary to uphold culture and fur- 
ther culture, to do it in my own way, to have the right to do it as an 
individual as well as in connection with other people and I feel that 
it is necessary for me to not yield to conformity. 

Thirdly, as a union man—I have been a union member for over 30 
years, almost 30 years, rather—and with our controversy in our union 
at present, I feel that this committee is coming in at a very timely— 
at a very time when we don’t need any further publicity, and throw 
in what I call a red herring into our union activities. 

Mr. Scuerer. We are try ing to get a red herring out of it. 

Mr. Lessner. I feel it is necessary to uphold and fight to protect 
union rights and union gains. 

And fourthly, as a pi wrent and a war veter an, my loyalty has never 
been questioned by the many neighbors and musicians I work with, the 
many fellows in the Armed Forces I have met and worked with also. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you tell them that you had been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lessner. Is your previous question withdrawn ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No. There are two questions. 

Mr. Lessner. If I could finish—I am just about through—I feel 
that I am entirely innocent of any subversive activity, or anything 
that can be pointed to me in that way, and that since I am innocent 
I will not aid this committee in trying to subvert the Constitution of 
the United States, and I will not help this committee by appearing as 
a witness against myself. That is the fifth amendment which I use. 

Mr. Moutper. The next question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become a member of what is known as 
Branch O of the Northwest Section of the Communist Party, some- 
times referred to as the Musicians Branch of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lessner. Questions such as these, Mr. Tavenner, I will not 
answer, based upon the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you refuse to answer the question ? 

Mr. Lessner. I refuse, that is right. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. On the grounds stated ? 

Mr. Lessner. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you requested to circulate a petition of the 
Independent Progressive Party of California in 1948 to secure sig- 
natures of persons to put that party on the ballot ? 

Mr. Lessner. I refuse to answer that on the same basis. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of such a petition 
and at the end of which there i ’ an affidavit. The document is marked 
“Herbert Lessner Exhibit No. 1” for identification only. 

Do you find your name as the afi ant? 

(Document handed to the witness and his counsel.) 

Mr. Lessner. I refuse to answer that on the same isi 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you sign the name Herbert Lessner, which 
appears at the bottom of that document ¢ 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lessner. I refuse to answer that, the same grounds or reasons. 

Mr. TavenNeER. I desire to offer in evidence the document marked 
“Herbert Lessner Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Mounper. The document as marked is admitted in evidence as 
requested by counsel. 

(This exhibit is similar to Kalman Bloch exhibit No. 1, p. 3957, and 
will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the com- 
mittee’s records. ) 

Mr. TavenNER. Reading from the exhibit, it appears that the docu- 
ment bears date the 15th day of February, 1948, and that the affidavit 
over the name of Herbert Lessner shows that it was Herbert Lessner 
who solicited the signatures contained thereon. 

Mr. Moutper. Do you wish to deny or affirm the statement made by 
counsel concerning the document ? 

Mr. Lessner. Is this another document ? 

Mr. Moutper. The same document. 

Mr. Lessner. The same one as was originally shown us ? 

Mr. Movunper. Yes. 

Mr. Lessner. I think I have answered that. 

Mr. Movtper. Counsel made a statement concerning your name as 
the signature on the document, and I am simply asking you if you wish 
to deny or affirm the statement made by Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Lessner. No; I don’t care to comment on that. 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson returned to the hearing room 
at this point. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party at this 
time? 

Mr. Lessner. The same question ; the same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Movutper. Questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doytx. No questions. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. 

Mr. Movutper. I wish, on behalf of the committee, to reiterate and 
emphasize our stand insofar as the statement made by you concerning 
an intraunion dispute The committee has no interest in that dispute, 
it has no knowledge whatsoever, either on the part of any member of 
the committee or insofar as I am concerned. 

You are excused as a witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I stated to the committee quite early 
during the course of the hearing that all of those identified as members 
of the Musicians Branch of the Communist Party had not been sub- 
— by the committee. I now desire to introduce in evidence cer- 

tain documents procured by the staff in the course of its investigation 
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which relate to those persons who have been identified as members 
of the Musicians Branch but who have not been subpenaed. 

Mr. Jackson. May I ask a question in that connection? 

Is it contemplated that upon the request of any of these individuals 
to be heard that they be heard at the earliest possible moment to deny 
or affirm the allegations contained in the previous testimony ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. That was stated in substance in the open- 
ing statement by the chairman. It is the rule of the committee, and 
the staff will gladly cooperate with anyone who finds himself in that 
position, where he desires to appear before the committee. 

Mr. Doyie. May I further inquire, Mr. Chairman, is the identifi- 

cation posit ive as to these persons to whom you are now referring ? 

Mr. Tavenner. These individuals have been identified by any ‘where 
from 1 to 3 witnesses during the course of this hearing in public 
session. 

Mr. Doyie. As members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tavenner. As members of Branch O, or what is usually re- 
ferred to as the Musicians Branch, of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Mouuper. As far as that is concerned, the documents to which 
you are now referring are just as competent for admission in evidence 
as the others because none of the other documents was supported by 
any pee So the documents which you offer, if there is no ob- 
jection by the committee, will be admitted in evidence as requested 
by counsel. 

Mr. Doyter. I think = would be well, Mr. Chairman, to emphasize 
the point which Mr. Jackson properly brought up, which is to the 
effect that our rules expressly provide that any person named before 
this committee, who is not personally present in the hearing room, has 
the established right and privilege of communicating with the com- 
mittee in any manner he wishes, and either deny or aflirm the refer- 
ence to the fact that he has been named. 

Mr. Movutper. I understand counsel offers in evidence as a part of 
the record certain documents at this point in the proceedings. 

Mr. TavenNner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mouuper. Any objection on the part of any member of the 
committee ? 

(There was no response. ) 

Mr. Moutprer. Without objection, the documents are admitted and 
inserted in the record at this point in the proceedings. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1. I desire to introduce Thelma C. Musick exhibit 
No. 1. It is a photostaic copy of a petition of the Independent Pro- 
gressive Party, California, bearing date, the 29th day of December 
1947, at the end of which there is an affidavit over the signature of Mrs. 
Thelma C. Musick, in which it ts sts ated that she solicited the signa- 
tures appearing thereon. 

2. LT also offer Thelma C. Musick exhibit No. 2, which is an Affi- 
davit of Registration by Mrs. Thelma C. Musick, bearing date the 20th 
day of February 1948, showing affiliation with the Independent Pro- 
evessive Party of California. 

I offer as Frances Bloch exhibit No. 1, a photostatie copy of an 
Affidavit of Registration bearing date, the 22d day of April 1948, 
showing her affiliation with the Independent Progressive Party.” 
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4. I offer as Clara J. Altman exhibit No. 1, an Affidavit of Regis- 


: ation ee ite, the Zed day of April 1948, showing the affiliation 
* Mrs. Carla J. Altman with the Inde — lent Progressive Party. 
‘. I offer as Mischa Altman exhibit No. Affidavit of Revistra- 


tion of Mischa Altman, bearing date th eon day of April 1948, show- 
ing affiliation of Mischa Altman with the Independent Progressive 
Party. 

6. I offer as Lawrence Goldman exhibit No. 1, a photostatie copy 

of a petition of the Independent Progressive Party, at the end of 
which appears an aflidavit over the name of Lawrence Goldman, bear- 
ing date, the 14th day of February 1948, of similar character as the 
other petitions. 
7. I offer as Lydia Marcus exhibit No. 1, a photostatie copy of an 
Affidavit of Registration bearing date, the 8th day of April 1948, 
showing Miss Lydia Marcus to be affiliated with the Independent 
Progressive Party. 

8. I offer as Earl Robinson exhibit No. 1, a p yhotostatic copy of an 
Affidavit of Registration bearing date of the 7th day of September 
1948, showing Earl Robinson an affiliate of the Independent Pro- 
gressive Party. 

9. I offer as Leonard M. Selic exhibit No. 1, a photostatie copy 
of an Affidavit of Registration bearing date the 22d day of April 1948, 
of Leonard M. Selic, showing affiliation with the Independe nt Pro- 
gressive Party. 

10. I offer as Elizabeth Sugar exhibit No. 1, a photostatie copy 
of a petition of the Independent Progressive Party, at the end of 
which is an affidavit over the signature of Mrs. Elizabeth Sugar, bear- 
ing date, the 5th day of December 1948, showing her to be the person 
who solicited the signatures contained — 

11. I offer Alexander Walden exhibit No. 1, a photos tatic copy of 
Affidavit of Registration bearing date, the ith day of September, 
1950, and showing Alexander Walden to be affiliated with the Inde 
pendent Progressive Party. 

12. I offer Lee Wintner exhibit No. 1, a ne copy of the 
Affidavit of Registration bearing date, the 12th day of April 1948, 
showing the affiliation of Lee Wintner as an affiliate of the Independ- 
ent Progressive Party. 

Mr. Moutper. May I say, Mr. Tavenner, the thought occurs to me, 
before passing upon your request, that this question arose during the 
course of the hearings before, that all persons whose names appear 
upon the petitions referred to by counsel are not Communists, or at 
least there is no testimony or — e indicating directly or indirectly 
that they were ever affiliated with or connected with the Communist 
Party, or any other disloyal or unpatriotic act, on their part. But 
without some statement or explanation appearing where they are in- 
serted in the record, along the lines I have jus t mentioned, there might 
be an injustice to have their names appear in the record unless there is 
some protection along that line. 

Mr. TavEnNER. May I make a suggestion, that in the placing of 
documents of that class in the record, that we block off the names of 
all persons who signed them, except those as to whom there has been 
evidence, sworn testimony before the committee, that they are mem- 
bers of the Communist Party. 
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Mr. Doytez. I think that certainly would be an essential act, because 
there certainly is no imputation or inference that any of those people 
who signed those petitions at the request of the circulators knew that 
the Communist Party was doing it or that they were Communists. 
In fact, we have the sworn testimony in this hearing by one or more 
of the circulators that he did not reveal to the people who signed, the 
fact that it was being circulated by members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Scurrer. I move that Mr. Tavenner’s suggestion be complied 
with in making up the record. 

Mr. Movtper. Without objection, it is so ordered, and with that 
understanding, the suggestion made by counsel, the documents re- 
ferred to by counsel will be admitted at this point in the record. 

(Documents numbered 1 through 12 are similar to Kalman Bloch 
exhibits Nos. 1 and 2, pp. 3957 and 3960, respectively, and will not be 
reproduced in the printed record. They are on file in the committee’s 
records. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. George Kast. 

Mr. Movxper. Do you solemnly swear the testimony which you 
are about to give before the committee will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Kasr. I do. 


























TESTIMONY OF GEORGE KAST, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
HUGH R. MANES 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir / 

Mr. Kasr. My name is George Kast, K-a-s-t. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Manes. Hugh R. Manes, Hollywood. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Kast / 

Mr. Kasr. August 28, 1913, New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now reside in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Kasr. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you made Los Angeles your place 
of residence / 

Mr. Kasr. Approximately 20 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ¢ 

Mr. Kast. Musician. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will you tell the committee briefly what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Kasr. I attended public schools in New York and 1 year of 
high school. At that time I left high school in order to devote myself 
to music. I won a New York Philharmonic scholarship. I studied 
at the Institute of Musical Art on a scholarship. I studied at the 
David Manes School of Music as a scholarship student. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been engaged in the practice of 
your profession in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Kasr. Approximately 20 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not 
at any time during that period you have been a member of branch O 
of the northwest section of the Communist Party, sometimes referred 
to as the musicians branch of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Kast. I decline to answer on the grounds that the mandate of 
this committee purported to authorize inquiry into the field of propa- 
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ganda, entrenches upon an area in which Congress may not constitu- 
tionally legislate, and because also the mandate of this committee is 
so vague and indefinite as to deprive me of an adequate standard of 
conduct by which the demands of the question may be reasonably 
ascertained or established. And further, upon the grounds that the 
question pries into my private affairs which are protected from inquisi- 
tion by the Bill of Rights of our Constitution, and because the question 
asked involves my personal opinions and associations, which are sub- 
ject solely unrelated to any valid legislative purpose, and about which 
I may speak or remain silent as I choose. I am, therefore, relying 
upon the entire Bill of Rights insofar as that document incorporates 
and pertains to the foregoing reasons, and particularly upon the first 
amendment thereof. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think the record should show that the witness read 
his last answer from a document, or documents that he had in his 
possession. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any personal knowledge of a plan of 
the Communist Party to cause musicians who had affiliated with it to 
circulate petitions of the Independent Progressive Party of Califor- 
nia in 1948 ? 

Mr. Kasr. I refuse to answer on the same grounds as stated pre- 
viously. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of such a petition of 
the Independent Progressive Party bearing date, the 18th day of 
February 1948, at the end of which appears an affidavit over we 
name. Marked for identification only as “George Kast Exhibit No. 

I ask you to examine it, please, and state whether or not you circ aor d 
that petition. 

(Document handed to the witness and his counsel. ) 

Mr. Kast. I decline to answer the question on the grounds previous- 
ly stated. However, for this particular question I have further 
erounds for declining. This question violates the right of secret 
ballot as guaranteed by American tradition and th Further, it 
violates the right to petition the Government free from intimidation, 
as guaranteed by the Bill of Rights in the United States Constitution. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think the record should show that that answer of 
the witness was read from a prepared document. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence, the document marked 
as “George Kast Exhibit No. 1 

Mr. Moutper. The document as marked is admitted in evidence. 

(This exhibit is similar to Kalman Bloch exhibit No. 1, p. 3957, and 
will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the com- 
mittee’s records. ) 

Mr. Scuerrer. I think we should say, in view of the answer given, 
that there is nothing in the Constitution that prevents a district at- 
torney, a court, or a congressional committee from investigating peti- 
tions such as have been the subject of this inquiry which were obtained 
and circulated by fraud or through fraud. 

There is no constitutional provision or any other provision that pre- 
vents such investigation or such an inquiry. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuerer. There is no constitutional provision except the fifth 
amendment which permits a person not to answer. 
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Mr. Doy_e. Mr. Chairman, on that point, as long as the witness has 
relied up on the first amendment, involving the right of petition, the 
first amendment is: 





Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or of the 
press ; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble 

Ste ; ie 
and here is the phrase that refers to the petitions— 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 


[don’t think that that gives authority for the Communist Party sub- 
versively, fraudulently, and falsely to importune and impose upon the 
voters of the State of California to sign petitions to qualify a Com- 
munist front in the State of California. That is not the right of peti- 
tion, as I see it. There is no right of petition involved. The Consti- 
tution doesn’t give the Communist Party the right to perpetrate a de- 
liberate fraud on the California voters. That is what this Communist 
P arty group did, inmy book. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you two photostatic copies of affidavits of 
registration bearing date, 22d day of April 1948, and the 2ist day of 
as vember 1950, respectively, showing George Kast as of the dates 

nentioned in each affidavit to be affiliated with the Independent Pro- 
eae Party of California. They are marked ‘ aietees Kast Ex- 
hibits No. 2 and No. 3,” respe ctively, for identification. 

Will you examine them, please, and state whether or not you signed 
either or both of those documents ? 

(Documents handed to the witness and his counsel.) 

Mr. Kasr. What was the question, sir? 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you sign either of the affidavits ? 

Mr. Kasr. I think that violates the right that I have for a secret 
ballot, and I will refuse to answer that statement, based upon my 
previous grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have personal knowledge of the Communist 
Party plan to cause its members, composed of the musicians group in 
the Communist Party, to change their registration to that of the In- 
dependent Progressive Party in 1948? 

Mr. Kast. I refuse to answer that question on the previous grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer in evidence the two documents 
marked “George Kast Exhibits No. 2 and No. 3,” respectively. 

Mr. Movutper. The documents referred to as requested by counsel 
are admitted in evidence. 

(These 2 exhibits, bearing dates of April 22, 1948, and November 
21, 1950, respectively, as similar to Kalman Bloch exhibit No. 2, 
3960, and will not be reproduced in the printed record. They are on 
file in the committee’s records. ) 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Kasr. I refuse to answer that question for all of the previous 
reasons stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Movutprr. Questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyxx. In connection with the circulation of those 11,000 peti- 
tions, largely circulated by members of the Communist Party in Cali- 
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fornia, I wish to make it clear as a resident of Los Angeles County 
and the State of California that I am very sure that a very, very 
insignificant proportion of those people who signed those petitions, 
under the fraudulent, subversive, and concealment methods used by 
the Communist Party in circulating them, had knowledge that the 
Communist Party in California was imposing upon them. I feel I 
ought to make that statement, Mr. Chairman, because I know that in 
those years many perfectly patriotic, fine, sound American citizens 
registered in the Independent Progressive Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. Many, but not all. 

Mr. Doyie. Isaidmany. I didn’t say all, because I know that some 
very active Communists registered in the IPP in those days. And 
they never changed their subversive, deceitful, cheating attitude to- 
ward the Constitution of the United States except to subvert it. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Mouuper. The witness is excused. 

The Chair wishes to announce that it has been called to my attention 
that there is an organized effort for concentrated attendance of many 
people at the hearing here tomorrow morning. 

I also wish to announce, of course, the attitude of the committee: 
That the public is invited to attend these hearings which are open hear- 
ings. But the committee will not tolerate any interference, demon- 
strations, or disturbance during the proceedings which will be held by 
the committee tomorrow. 

Mr. Mou.per. ‘The committee will recess until tomorrow morning 
at 9:30 a. m. 

(Whereupon, at 5:25 p.m. April 20, 1956, the hearing was recessed 
until 9:50 a, m., Saturday, April 21, 1956. Present: Representatives 
Moulder, Doyle, and Scherer.) 








INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF., AREA—PART 10 


SATURDAY, APRIL 21, 1956 


Unirep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON UN-AMeERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Los A nge le : Calif. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met 
at 9:35 a. m., pursuant to recess, In room 518, Federal Building, Los 
Angeles, Calif., Hon. Morgan M. Moulder (chairman of the subcom- 
mittee ) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Morgan M. Moulder, 
of Missouri (presiding), Clyde Doyle, of California, Donald L. Jack- 
son, of California (appearance as noted), and Gordon H. Scherer, of 
Ohio. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; William 
A. Wheeler and Courtney E. Owens, investigators. 

(Representatives Moulder, Doyle, and Scherer were present at the 
time of convening. ) 

Mr. Movutprer. The committee will be in order, please. 

The committee has unanimously agreed on the following announce- 
ment or order in the nature of an announcement: Those in the hear- 
ing room this morning are here as guests of the committee. 
During the past week on several occasions it has been necessary to 
remove from the hearing room persons who have interrupted the 
work of the committee by expressing their approval or disapproval of 
testimony by applause or other demonstrations, This subcommittee 
of the Congress is here in Los Angeles on business of the Congress 
of the United States and it is our determination and the determina- 
tion of this committee that the work of the committee will not be in- 
terfered with by such demonstrations. The Chair has warned on 
previous occasions that any expression of disapproval or approval by 
any person present would result in the ejection of that person or per- 
sons responsible for suc ‘h interruption from the hearing room. In light 
of the fact that many of those present in the room this morning are here 
at the request of others or have been urged to attend at the request of 
others in an organized effort to lend support to certain witnesses, the 
warning issued on previous days is enlarged this morning and the 
Chair will clear the hearing room, or order the United States marshal 
to clear the hearing room, for the balance of the day’s work if any 
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demonstration is made by any person which causes an interruption 
in the proceedings or orderly procedure by ry the committee. 

Are you re ady to proceed, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will Mr. John W. Porter come forward, please, sir? 


Mr. Movuwper. on ase be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
ceive will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ¢ 


Mr. Porter. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN W. PORTER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ANTHONY V. RANDLES 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Porrer. John Walter Porter. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please iden- 
tify himself for the record ¢ 

Mr. Ranpies. I am Anthony V. Randles, member of the State Bar 
Association of California. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Los Angeles bar ? 

Mr. Ranprers. I am a member of the State Bar Association of Cali- 
fornia, the official one, and also of the Los Angeles Bar Association. 

Mr. Tavenner. My question was directed at where you maintain 
your office, more than anything else. 

Mr. Ranputes. Yes. I maintain my office in the city of Los Angeles. 

Mr. Taverner. Mr. Porter, you have appeared before the Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities before this. I believe it was in 1952 

Mr. Porrer. September 30, 1952. 

Mr. Tavenner. At that time, you were ie -d about the period 
when you were e mploye «1 as an attorney by the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, and also while you were employed by the War Labor 
Board in Denver. 

The committee at that time had not made an investigation regarding 
the organization of Communist Party cells within those two agencies 
where you were employed and they did not at that time have the 
benefit of the information which is now available to the committee 
through sworn testimony. 

It is for that reason that we find it necessary to ask you to come 
back, not to repeat the subject of your former testimony, but to ques- 
tion you further regarding the matters which have developed during 
the course of a recent investigation. 

Mr. Movnper. In Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. This investigation began during the year 
1955 and resulted finally in the appearance of Prof. Herbert Fuchs as 
a witness before this committee. 

Professor Fuchs, I may remind the committee, was solicitor at one 
time of the National Labor Relations Board in Washington and later 
was transferred to the War Labor Board in Denver, where he was 
elevated to a high position. The exact position, I do not recall at this 
time. 

As a result of his testimony, hearings were held December 13, 14, 
and 15, 1955, in Chicago, and during F ebr uary and March for a period 
of 3 weeks in Washington. 
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Professor Fuchs testified that he was a member of the Communist 
Party from 1934 to 1946. He testified that he was first a member of 
the Communist Party in New York before coming to Washington, 
but his first connection with the Communist Party while e mployed by 
the Government was in Washington while a member of the staff of 
a Senate committee. From there he went in 1937 to the National 
Labor Relations Board. According to his testimony he organized a 
group of the Communist Party within the staff of the Senate com- 
mittee and he also organized a group of the Communist Party within 
the National Labor Relations Board. 

The testimony that has been introduced during the course of these 
hearings which I have referred to has est: vblished the existence of at 
least two different organized groups of the Communist Party among 
the employees of the National Labor Relations Board in Washington. 
During the course of his testimony, Professor Fuchs identified you 
as a member of one of the groups of the Communist Party within the 
National Labor Relations Board in Washington and also the National 
War Labor Board in Denver. 

Now, will you tell the committee, please, Mr. Porter, when you first 
became e mployed by the National Labor Relations Board ? 

Mr. Porrer. Counsel, my recollection of the dates of my employment 
by various agencies of the Federal Government, perhaps naturally 
enough, is no clearer today than it was at the time of my last appear- 
ance before this committee on September 30, 1952. And I note from 
looking at the transcript of the testimony at that time that I didn’t 
recall such precise dates then either. I also note that at that time you 
appeared to have before you a rather complete file containing precisely 
this kind of information with reference to me. And it would there- 
fore seem to me that the information is much more readily available 
to you than tome. 

Mr. Scnuerer. I request that you direct the witness to answer the 
question to the best of his ability. 

Mr. Mov.per. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Porrrr. May I have the question read, Mr. Chairman ? 

(The pending question was read by the reporter. ) 

Mr. Porter. As I say, Mr. Chairman, I do not now recall precise 
dates any more than I did 31% years ago. My best recollection is that 
it was sometime during either 1937 or 1938. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is close enough. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Professor Fuchs serving as an attorney for 
the National Labor Relations Board at that time? 

Mr. Porrer. I do not recall as to that time, which, as my previous 
answer indicates, is somewhat vague in my memory. I do remember 
that a Herbert Fuchs was employed, as well as a good many others 
of us, by the National Labor Relations Board at the time that I was 
employed by the Board in Washington. 

Mr. TavENNER. Was Nathan Witt also an employee of the NLRB 
during that period of time? 

Mr. Porrrr. He was, 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall in what capacity ? 

Mr. Porrer. As I remember, Mr. Witt, at some period during my 
connection with the NLRB, was secretary to the Board. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Prior to his being secretary to the Board, do you 
recall whether he was the General Counsel for the Board ¢ 

Mr. Porrer. No, I do not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know him prior to your employment with 
the NLRB? 

Mr. Porter. Mr. Chairman, at the time of my previous appearance 
before this body I made it clear that, in my opinion, this committee, 
by virtue of the resolution under which it operates and the manner in 
which it has conducted itself, is without authority to investigate or 
inquire into the private associations and opinions and beliefs and ac- 
tivities of persons living within these United States, including myself. 
I stated that at that time with a good deal of emphasis because I be- 
lieved it very firmly. My opinions in that respect since my previous 
appearance 344 years ago have been no little fortified by decisions 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, inc luding the Quinn case 
and the Ullmann case and the Slochower decision a week or twoago. I 
regret that the Court has not yet had occasion to deal directly “with 
the question of the powers of this committee. I would have no desire 
to make a speech. Now, I simply want to say, Mr. Chairman and 
counsel, that I conceive that this committee is totally without right 
or authority under the Constitution to compel me to disclose any thing 
with respect to my conscience, my opinions, or my associations “which 
I do not choose to divulge. 

I think that to recall me, as you have done for this purpose, is a 
further abuse of the powers which you have arrogated to yourself, 
but which cannot bear any reason: able or rational rel: itionship to any 
legislative purpose. And without such a proper purpose, of course, 
as the Supreme Court indicated in the Quinn case, you have no 
authority. 

Therefore, resting on my rights under the Constitution of the United 
States, and particularly the 1st amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, upon the privilege afforded all of us by the 5th 
amendment of the United States Constitution not to be compelled 
to become witnesses against ourselves, and by the provisions of the 
9th and 10th amendments to the Constitution reserving ultimate sov- 
ereignty in this country to the people of the United States, I decline 
to answer that question. And I shall similarly decline with respect 
to similar questions. 

Mr. Moutper. May I suggest, if you do so elect to decline to an- 
swer any other questions propounded to you by counsel, would you 
prefer to state that you reassert the same reasons which you have just 
stated ? 

Mr. Porrer. I think that is a useful suggestion; yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Movutper. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how you ob- 
tained your employment with the National Labor Relations Board ? 

Mr. Porrer. I really don’t remember, Counsel. I am sure that I 
made an application for employment. But the details associated with 
it are gone from my memory. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mr. Witt play any part in your selection as : 
member of the staff of the NLRB? 

Mr. Porrer. I have no way of knowing about that. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you know Mr. Witt ? 
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Mr. Porter. I believe that is the question asked me before by coun- 
sel, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am asking at this time. 

Mr. Porver. And I make the same answer that I made before to 
that question. 

Mr. Mounper. That is, you decline to answer for the same reasons ¢ 

Mr. Porrer. I decline to answer upon the same grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Mr. Witt known to you to be a member of 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Porrrr. To that question I decline an answer upon the same 
grounds and for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you aware of the existence of more than one 
organized group of the Communist Party among the employees of 
the NLRB? 

Mr. Porrer. Without accepting the statement, the formulation 
seeking to establish a fact not in evidence, I decline to answer that 
question, upon the same grounds and for the same reasons. 

Mr. Sctizerer. When you made an application for employment with 

the National Labor Relations Board, did you not state in your appli- 
cation that you were not a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Porter. I don’t now recall the terms of the application. If 
it were shown to me, as I think it was on my previous appearance, the 
application would answer that question. 

Mr. Scurrer. Did you answer a question “no,” which asked whether 
or not you belonged to any organization that sought the overthrow 
of the Government of the United States by force and violence? 

Mr. Porrer. As the transcript of the hearings of September 30 
1952, at pages 3950 and following, will show, that is true. 

Mr. Scuerer. At the time you signed that application and gave 
that answer to that question, were you a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Porrer. I decline to answer that question upon all of the 
grounds heretofore given. 

Mr. Scuerer. When you signed that application—— 

Mr. Porter. May I, sir, have the courtesy of an opportunity to 
complete my answer before you begin another question; and may I 
have the answer read back as far as I got ? 

(Whereupon, the record was read by the reporter as follows :) 


9 


I decline to answer that question upon all of the grounds heretofore given. 


Mr. Porrer. I am sorry. I thought I hadn’t completed it. 

Mr. Scuerer. When you made that application, did you tell the 
truth? 

Mr. Porrer. I am looking now in the transcript of the hearings 

Mr. ScHERER. Irrespective of what you testified to previously, did 
you tell the truth when you made app lication for employment with 
the Government of the United States? 

Mr. Porrer. I would like to make the same answer as I made be 
fore with respect to that same question. 

Mr. Scurrer. That would be helpful, if you made the same answer, 
I am sure. 

Mr. Mounper. Is that all, Mr. Scherer ¢ 
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Mr. Scurrer. No. He is looking to see how he answered that ques- 
tion the last time, if it was asked. I was not a member of the com- 
mittee then. 

Mr. Porrer. The answer to this question which was asked me be- 
fore and is now repeated, is now as it was then, that my statements on 
my application were true so far as I knew or aeeoed at that time 
and now know or understand. 

Mr. Scurrer. Did you understand at that time that the Communist 
Party, or Communist conspiracy, was dedicated to the overthrow of 
this Government by force and violence, if necessary ? 

Mr. Porrer. I decline to answer that question upon all of the 
grounds heretofore stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee briefly the nature of 
your duties while employed by the NLRB? 

‘Mr. Porrrer. I was employed as an attorney. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did your work require you to become closely associ- 
ated with Mr. Herbert Fuchs ? 

Mr. Porrer. In the work of the Board, not as I recall. 

Mr. TavENNeR. Were you associated with him in any other work ? 

Mr. Porrer. As to that, I decline to answer upon all of the grounds 
and for all of the reasons I have stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. The fact is you were associated with him in the work 
of this Communist cell within the National Labor Relations Board, 
composed exclusively of United States Government employees. Is 
that not correct, Witness? 

Mr. Porvrer. I make the same answer, Congressman. 

Mr. Scuerer. In other words, you feel, to answer my question might 
tend to incriminate you ? 

Mr. Porrer. I feel that to answer your question would be to sur- 
render rights which the Constitution of the United States accords to 
me and which this committee, if it were not subverting the Constitu- 
tion, would fight for. And I call to your attention, Congressman, 
since you have raised the point, that the Supreme Court of the United 
States on April 9, 1956, in the Slochower case—— 

Mr. Scuerer. I am very familiar with the Slochower case. 

Mr. Porrer. Said just this, 2 or 3 sentences, which I want to em- 
phasize to you, sir: 

At the outset, we must condemn the practice of imputing the sinister meaning 
to the exercise of a person’s constitutional right under the fifth amendment. The 
privilege against self-incriminaticn— 

Mr. Scuerer. We have allowed you to invoke the fifth amendment. 
You have invoked—— 

Mr. Porter. Would you allow me to finish what I am saying? I 
will not take much of your time. 

The privilege against self-incrimination would be reduced to a hollow mockery 
if its exercise could be taken as equivalent either to a confession of guilt or a 
conelusive presumption of perjury. As we pointed out in Ullmann a witness may 
have a reasonable fear of prosecution and yet be innocent of any wrongdoing. 
The privilege serves to protect the innocent who otherwise might be ensnared 
by ambi: guous circumstances— 

and there is a citation there, Dean Griswold’s book, called The Fifth 
Amendment Today, which I commend to the members of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Scnerer. I am not drawing any inference as to your member- 
ship in the Communist Party by your refusal to answer that question 
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and invoking the fifth amendment. I am relying upon the sworn testi- 
mony before this committee stating you were a member of the Com 
munist Party. So I am not inferring anything from your invocation 
of the fifth amendment at this time. 

The decision is not applicable. 

Mr. TavenNer. Were you acquainted with Mortimer Riemer, 
R-i-e-m-e-r, an attorne y for the NLRB? 

Mr. Porrer. I really don’t remember as to that, Counsel, so far as 
the NLRB is concerned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Allan Rosenberg, who 
I believe became assistant to Mr. Witt, and who, for a while— 

Mr. Porrrer. No doubt I was, if he had that capacity at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any association with him in the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Porrer. I make the same answer as to similar questions previ 
ously put to me on the same grounds, I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Ruth Weyand, 
W-e-y-a-n-d, an attorney for the NLRB? 

Mi. Porter. I believe so. I knew probably all, or certainly most of 
the people who worked for the NLRB at the same time that I did in 
the same office. 

Mr. Scuerer. Isn’t Ruth Weyand the woman attorney who has 
been identified before this committee under oath as a member of the 
Communist Party, and who argued most of the important cases for 
the Government before the Supreme Court of the United States? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, that is true. 

Mr. Porter. A very able lawyer. 

Mr. Scnerer. A very able Communist, too. I can understand now 
some of the rulings of the NLRB with the infiltration that took place 
in the National Labor Relations Board over a period of years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she known to you to be a member of the Com 
munist Party 4 

Mr. Porter. I decline to answer the question upon the grounds here- 
tofore stated. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you acquainted with David Rein, R-e-i-n? 

Mr. Porter. Was he employed at the same time that I was? 

Mr. 'Tavenner. He was a lawyer for the NLRB. 

Mr. Porrer. At the same period 4 

Mr. Tavenner. I am asking you that question. 

Mr. Porrer. Well, unless you will assist me, Counsel, then I will 
simply decline to answer that question upon the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. TaveNNER. I will assist you to this extent, that I do not recall 
what Mr. Rein testified to regarding the time of his employment. 

Mr. Scuerer. He was emploved at the same period Ruth Weyand 
was employed by the National Labor Relations Board, and he has been 
identified by 2 or 3 witnesses as a member of a cell of the Communist 
Party composed exclusively of employees of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board. 

Mr. Tavenner. I was not present when he testified but 1 did inter 
rogate Professor Fuchs who identified him as a member of the same 
group of the Communist Party of which you were a member. Does 
that serve to refresh your recollection ? 
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Mr. Porrer. I make the same answer I previously made, Counsel. 

Let me say that so far as my acquaintance through my employment 
with fellow employees, whether lawyers or nonlawyers, I am willing 
to answer, I choose to answer your questions; as to associations and ac- 
quaintances and the like, outside of my employment in my private 
capacity as a citizen, exercising the rights of citize nship, I say that 
this committee has no right to inquire. I will not assist in violating 
those rights for anyone, including myself. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Martin Kurasch, 
K-u-r-a-s-e-h ? 

Mr. Porter. I recall him as a fellow attorney at the National Labor 
Relations Board. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know him as a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Porter. I decline to answer upon the grounds already stated. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Joseph Robison, 
R-o-b-i-s-o-n ? 

Mr. Porrer. I remember him, as well as many others, as fellow em- 
ployees at the NLRB. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you remember him as a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Porter. T make the same answer and decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Woodrow Sandler, 
S-a-n-d-l-e-r? 

Mr. Porrer. You mean as an employee of the NLRB ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Porrer. I actually don’t recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall having known him ? 

Mr. Porter. I decline to answer that question upon the grounds al- 
ready stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Jacob H. Krug, K-r-u-g? 

Mr. Porrer. Asa lawyer at the Board ? 

Mr. Tavenner. In any capacity. 

Mr. Porrer. To that question I decline to answer on the grounds 
already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he a member of the Communist Party, to your 
knowledge? 

Mr. Porter. Same answer. 

Is that sufficient, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Mourper. Yes. I think by making reference to your previous 
answer is sufficient to decline to answer and claim the privilege under 
the Constitution. 

Mr. Porrer. Thank you. 

Mr. TavenneR. Were you acquainted with Harry Cooper? 

Mr. Porrer. At the Board ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Porter. I don’t recall him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know him as a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Porter. I make the same answer as to the same question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know him in any other capacity? 

Mr. Porter. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Frank Donner, D-o-n- 
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Mr. Porter. At the Board / 

Mr. TavennNeEr. Yes. 

Mr. Porrer. I don’t remember him. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not remember ever having met Frank Don- 
ner ¢ 

Mr. Porter. At the Board? 

Mr. TaveNNeEr. At any time? 

Mr. Porrer. You are asking a different question now, is that right? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, I just asked you the question whether you had 
ever met Frank Donner. 

Mr. Porter. Your previous question was limited, as a result of my 
inquiry, as I understood it, Counsel, to acquaintance as an employee 
of the NLRB. And 1 made the answer to that question. You are now 
asking me if I knew him in any other connection. I have already 
stated my position with respect to such questions. I adhere to it. I 
decline to answer upon the grounds already given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, may I ask that the witness be di- 
rected to answer the question, which was this: Have you ever met 
Frank Donner? He has not answered the question. 

Mr. Movutper. As requested by counsel, the witness is directed to 
unswer the question. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Porrer. I think that I did answer that question, Mr, Chairman. 
However, to save time and avoid the necessity of rereading the record, 
I now decline to answer that question upon all the grounds I have pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever met Edward Scheunemann, 
S-c-h-e-u-n-e-m-a-n-n / 

Mr. Porrer. Asked in that form, I decline to answer the question 
upon the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you associated with him in work at the 
NLRB? 

Mr. Porrer. I believe so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you associated with him in work in Denver 
when you were employed by the National War Labor Board? 

Mr. Porrer. I think he was employed there at the same time, yes. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Is there any uncertainty in your mind about that? 

Mr. Porrer. Yes. It is a little vague to me. 

Mr. Taverner. Did you know him as a member of the Communist 
Party while you were working for the National War Labor Board in 
Denver ? 

Mr. Porrer. 1 make the same answer as to the previous question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Bertram Diamond, 
D-i-a-m-o-n-d / 

Mr. Porrrr. Do vou care to limit the questio 

Mr. TaveNNER. No. 

Mr. Porrer. I don’t care to answer it for the same reasons already 
stated. 

Mr. Scurerer. It wasn’t a question of whether he cares to. Does he 
decline to answer for the same reasons as stated ? 

I ask you to direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Porter. I decline to answer the question on the grounds stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the testimony of Professor Fuchs, 
Victor Perlo was the Communist Party member on a higher level to 
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whom he reported in connection with the activities of the Communist 
Party within the NLRB. He testified that on at least one occasion 
Victor Perlo appearer | before his sroup: of the Communist P arty or- 
ganized within the Nations il Labor Relations Board. 

Did you ever attend a meeting of any group of individuals while 
you were employed by the N vational Labor Relations Board which was 
addressed by Victor Perlo? 

Mr. Porrer. I refuse to answer that question upon the grounds I 
have previously given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Victor Perlo? 

Mr. Porrer. I make the same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Another person to whom the cell in the NLRB was 
responsible was Arthur Stein, according to the testimony of Professor 
Fuchs. Were you acquainted with Arthur Stein? 

Mr. Porter. I make the same answer as to the preceding question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of a Communist Party group 
organized within and consisting of employees of the National Labor 
Relations Board ? 

Mr. Porrer. I make the same answer as to the preceding question. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to your former testimony, you were eim- 
ployed by the National War Labor Board in Denver ‘between March 
1944 and April 1945. 

Will you tell us, please, the circumstances under which you ob- 
tained that employment 

Mr. Porrer. The employment by the Regional War Labor Board at 
Denver? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Porrer. All I recall is that I transferred from the Office of 
Price Administration in San Francisco, as I have previously testified 
here, to the Regional War Labor Board staff in Denver. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who assisted in having your assignment made ef- 
fective? 

Mr. Porter. I don’t know what your question means, Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you solicited by the National War Labor 
Board to take employment there, or did somebody intercede in your 
behalf for your employment ? 

Mr. Porrer. You have asked a couple of questions. To save time 
here, I would say that with respect to similar questions before, at this 
appearance, and also at my debut before the committee I find my mem- 
ory quite scanty on these details which seem so fascinating to you. 

Mr. Scuerer. Whether they are fascinating or not, either answer to 
the best of your ability or decline to answer. 

Mr. Porter. I am endeavoring to answer the question, Congressman. 
And I think we will get to the answer a lot quicker if I am not inter- 
rupted. 

Mr. Scuerer. If you don’t make a speech every time, we will get to 
the answer. You are a lawyer and you know how to answer these 
questions. And when you decline to answer, that is all. 

Mr. Porter. If you want me to decline—— 

Mr. Scuerer. What is fascinating to Mr. Tavenner, or what may not 
be fascinating to him, certainly is not a proper answer. 

You are a member of the bar. 











ist 
lon 
or- 


Lile 
vas 


vas 
sor 


On. 


up 


or 


of 


ed 


or 
ur 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE LOS ANGELES, CALIF., AREA 3999 


Mr. Porter. What strikes me about that, Congressman, is that these 
questions aren’t proper questions from Mr. Tavenner, who is also a 
member of the bar. 

Mr. Scnerer. That is your opinion. 

Mr. Porrer. That is my opinion. 

Mr. Scuerer. I can expect that from a man in your position, who 
has been identified as a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Porter. You can expect it from anyone who really believes in 
the guaranties of the first amendment to the Constitution, Congress- 
man, and who really believes and practices what the Constitution says 
when it secures freedom of conscience and of association to everyone. 

Mr. Scuerer. We can soon end this. 

Professor Herbert Fuchs identified you as a member of the Com- 
munist Party while you were employed both by the National Labor 
Relations Board in Washington and while you were employed by the 
War Labor Board in Denver. When Professor Fuchs testified before 
this committee under oath concerning you in that respect, was he tell- 
ing the truth? 

Mr. Porter. I decline to answer that question upon the grounds 
heretofore stated, just like similar questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee’s investigation shows that the fol- 
lowing persons who had worked together in the NLRB in Washington 
were employed in the National War Labor Board in Denver: John W. 
Porter, Martin Kurasch, Edward Scheunemann, and Herbert Fuchs. 

Can you give the committee any explanation of how this group who 
had been associated together in Washington happened to become em- 
ployed at the same time and at the same place by the National War 
Labor Board in Denver? 

Mr. Porter. I suppose that ail four were hired at about the same 
time. 

Mr. TavenneER. That is quite obvious from what I stated. My ques- 
tion was whether or not you know of any circumstances which would 
indicate how they happened to be employed at the same time and at 
the same place. 

Mr. Porter. Even the circumstances of my own employment by the 
Board in Denver, as I have already indicated, are vague in my memory, 
and I have no knowledge about the employment of others. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you confer with any of those people I have just 
named prior to your employment with the War Labor Board? 

Mr. Porter. With reference to my employment ? 

Mr. TaveNNER. Yes. 

Mr. Porrer. I doubt it. Iwas in San Francisco. I don’t think any 
of them were. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you correspond with them or did you confer 
with them ? 

Mr. Porter. I really do not recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you confer with Philip Reno by any means of 
communication relative to your employment ? 

Mr. Porter. I decline to answer that question on the grounds al- 

eady stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know Philip Reno in Washington while 
you were employed by the National Labor Relations Board ? 
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Mr. Porrer. I make the same answer as to the previous question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he play any part in procuring your employment 
in Denver ? 

Mr. Porrer. You would have to ask him. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am asking you. 

Mr. Porter. I don’t know. 

Mr. TavenNER. You do not know? 

Mr. Porter. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you confer with him about it? 

Mr. Porter. I make the same answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Wait a minute. The same answer was he doesn’t 
know. Is that the same answer ? 

Mr. Porter. I decline to answer upon the grounds already stated 
with respect to the same question. 

Mr. Tavenner. By that do I understand you do not know whether 
he was successful in procuring your employment with the War Labor 
Board? 

Mr. Porter. Would you state that again ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you read him the question ? 

(The pending question was read by the reporter.) 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Porter. The question assumes he had something to do with it. 
Mr. Tavenner. Did he? 

Mr. Porrer. I have already answered that question. I do not know. 
Mr. Tavenner. Was Philip Reno employed by the National War 
abor Board, in Denver? 

Mr. Porter. I really can’t recall. He may have been. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with him while you were 
living in ee q 

Mr. Porter. I decline to answer that question upon the grounds as 
I have given with respect to similar questions as to my associations. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he a member of the Communist Party, to your 
knowledge? 

Mr. Porter. I decline to answer it on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Gerald J. Matchett, 
M-a-t-c-h-e-t-t ? 

Mr. Porter. Are you limiting the question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. 

Mr. Porrer. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he employed by the National War Labor 
Board, in Denver, at the time you were employed there? 

Mr. Porrer. I believe so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Lawrence Raymond 
LaVallee, L-a-Va-l-l-e-e? 

Mr. Porter. Is that question limited ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. 

Mr. Porrer. I decline to answer that question upon the grounds 
already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he employed by the National War Labor 
Board ? 

Mr. Porrer. Would you reword the question, Counsel? Who are 
you asking me about now ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Mr. LaVallee employed by the National War 
Labor Board, in Denver, while you were employed there ? 
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Mr. Porter. What was the name again ? 

Mr. TavENNER. Lawrence Raymond La Vallee. 

Mr. Porter. Well, as I stated with reference to the NLRB in Wash- 
ington, I suppose that I knew—and this would be even more true in 
the case of the Board, Regional War Labor Board, in Denver, which 
was a relatively small staff—I suppose that I knew everybody at least 
by name, but I don’t now recall all of the names 

My answer to the question is: I do not remember. 

Mr. TavenNnER. Was Dwight Spencer employed by the National 
War Labor Board, in Denver, while you were employed there ? 

Mr. Porrer. He was. 

Mr. Scuerer. Have all of these persons you are mentioning either 
been identified under oath as members of the Communist Party or have 
they admitted membership in the Communist Party / 

Mr. Tavenner. All of these persons have been identified by Pro- 
fessor Fuchs as members of the Communist Party group in Denver. 

Did you know Dwight Spencer as a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Porrer. I decline to answer the question upon the grounds 
already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Arlyne Plumb, P-l-u-m-b, an employee of the 
National War Labor Board while you were so employed ? 

Mr. Porrer. 1 believe she was one of the employees of the Board; 
yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Porter. I refuse to answer that question upon the grounds 
given. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall what position Prof. Herbert Fuchs 
had with the National War Labor Board, in Denver? 

Mr. Porter. I recall two positions that he had. One was director 
of the Disputes Division, as I remember the title, and the other was 
vice chairman, I believe, public member of the regional board. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee how any of the indi- 
viduals about whom I have asked you received their employment with 
the National War Labor Board, in Denver ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Porter. Since that question is so broad, Mr. Chairman, I de- 
cline to answer it upon the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a minute. Are you refusing to answer the ques- 
tion on the basis that it is so broad, or that the answer might tend to 
incriminate you? Which one? 

Mr. Porrer. On the grounds that I have already stated with re- 
spect to other questions which I have declined to answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is on the basis of the Ist, 5th, 4th and 10th 
amendments, then ? 

Mr. Porter. Ninth and tenth. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right; 9th and 10th. One of the grounds being, 
then, that your answer might tend to incriminate you, which we 
recognize as a proper answer. 

Mr. Porter. And also that the question could not serve any proper 
legislative purpose, a limitation which bears directly upon the opera- 
tions of this committee. 
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Mr. Scuerer. I just want to get the record straight that you were 
refusing to answer the question on the basis of the amendments and 
not because the question was too broad. 





















Mr. Doytr. Mr. Chairman, in view of the attorney’s observation £ 
that counsel’s question could not serve any legislative purpose, may I 
make this observation: Of course, it could serve a legislative purpose 

if we discovered that members of the Communist Party conspiracy 

were seeing to it that other Communists got into the employ of the 

United States Government, which they are trying to overthrow. That I 
is the reason it could serve a legislative purpose, Mr. Porter. 

Mr. Scuerer. Not only could, but it has, Mr. Doyle. The infiltra- 
tion took place into 51 agencies of the Federal Government. Our most 
vital secrets were stolen and sent to Russia. And asa result, we have : 
passed 43 pieces of legislation, or recommended administrative 
changes which have been adopted as a result of the recommendations fi 
of this committee over the past few years. 

Mr. Moutper. Let’s proceed, Mr. Tavenner. d 

Mr. Dorie. May I make one further comment, Mr. Chairman? V 

Mr. Moutper. Yes, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyir. Not only that, but the record shows in uncontradicted : 
manner, all over the country, that the philosophy and ideology of the 
practice of the Communist Party is inconsistent and diametrically c 
opposed to the interests and policies and ideologies of patriotic Ameri- ¢ 
can organized labor. ‘Therefore, it is very dangerous to allow Commu- 
nists to get into control of the staff dealing with labor in the United ( 
States, because they destroy organized labor as patriotic American 
labor men know it, and subvert the American labor movement to the 
purpose of the Communist conspiracy wherever they can. 

Mr. Porrer. I never observed this committee, if I may say so, Mr. 

Chairman, exhibiting any great concern for the interests of organized 
labor . 
Mr. Dorie. You should read and keep your eyes and ears open, 


Mr. Movunper. May I caution the people who are present in the 
hearing room, of my previous announcement in the opening of the 
session this morning: that is, to respectfully ask you to make no 
demonstrations or expressions which would disturb the orderly pro- 
cedure in the hearing of the witnesses before this committee. 

However, I do feel, Mr. Counsel, that I should say to Mr. Porter— 
and I am sure it applies to other members of the committee—that even 
though I do not represent what is generally referred to as an organ- 
ized labor congressional district, but one which is predominantly agri- 
culture, I have consistently and on all occasions voted for and sup- 
ported all of the legislation proposed and submitted by organized 
labor, and I sincerely believe in the rights and privileges and objec- 
tives of organized labor. 

Mr. Porver. Iam happy to hear that, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Porter, did you recommend any of the persons 
about whom I have inquired for employment in the National War 
Labor Board in Denver? 

Mr. Porter. Recommend to whom? 

Mr. Tavenner. To anyone. 

Mr. Porrer. I decline to answer that question on the grounds al- 
ready stated. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did Philip Reno, to your knowledge, recommend 
the appointment of any of these persons about whom I have inquired / 

Mr. Porrer. I decline to answer that question upon the same 
grounds. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I have no further quest Lops, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moutper. Any questions, Mr. Doyle ¢ 

Mr. Doy er. I have a couple. 

Mr. Porter, being a member of the California bar the same as I am, 
I presume you are a member of the American Bar Association also‘ 

Mr. Porter. No: I am not. 

Mr. Dorie. We all know what the American Bar Association is. 
Therefore, I want to read just one paragraph from a brief filed in the 
Supreme Court of the United States by the American Bar Association 

Mr. Porter. Would you give the name of the case in which that was 
filed, Congressman ¢ 

Mr. Dorie. Yes. Communist Party of the United States of Amer 
icav. Subversive Activities Control Board. No doubt you are familiar 
with it. 

Mr. Porrer. Yes, not decided by the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

Mr. Doytr. That is right. I want to read a paragraph of this be- 
cause I think it is pertinent. You are a lawyer, and soamI. You 
question the duty of Congress, you question the jurisdiction of Con- 
gress, you question the validity of the resolution under which we 
operate. 

| read at page 4 for your attention. 

Mr. Porrer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doy.e. You have the decision there. Read with me. 

Congress has a duty and the power to enact laws to safeguard the security 
and welfare of the Nation. 

There is no purpose or power in the Government more fundamental than the 
protection of the Nation from invasion, domination or subversion. 

The duty and the power were specifically vested by the people in our Federal 
Government by constitutional mandate. The words of the preamble “insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general 
welfare, * * *” were supported by the specific grants of powers in article I, 
Section 8. To amplify those express powers, the Constitution further provided 
Congress with the general power “to make all laws which shall be necessary 
and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other 
powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, o1 
in any department or officer thereof.” 

The power of Congress to protect our people embraces every phase of na 
tional security. The duty of self-preservation must be exercised within the 
framework of the Constitution. The duty and the power of the Congress have 
well been restated by this Court in Dennis v. United States (341 U. S. 494), 
by Chief Justice Vinson at page 501; by Justice Frankfurter at page 519. 

There can be no individual rights or freedoms without national security. 

In the light of existing conditions the Congress would have been derelict in 
its duty had it not enacted legislation within its power deemed by it adequat 
to protect the national welfare. The country was entitled to protection—not 
alibis or epitaphs. 

Where no constitutional or statutory provision is violated, the courts are no 
more immune from the duty to safeguard the Nation than is the Congress or 
the President. 

I recognize that that is not dealing with the subject specifically of 
congressional investigations. 

Now, may I invite your attention to the fact that, since you quoted 
or referred to the case of Quinn v. United States 
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Mr. Porter. Before you do that, Mr. Doyle, could I call your at- 
tention to something from another amicus brief in the same case be- 
tore the Supreme Court of the United States ? 

Mr. Dorie. Let me finish my statement. I am referring to the 
American Bar Association, which is the national organization of 
American lawyers. 

Mr. Porrer. It is a national organization, Mr. Doyle. I am sure 
you know that there are a number of others, including the National 
Bar Association. 

Mr. Doyte. Yes. 

Mr. Porrer. Which, unfortunately, due to the undemocratic poli- 
cies of the American Bar Association, had to be formed by Negro 
lawyers in the United States who were not admitted to membership 
in the American Bar Association. 

And there is also the National Lawyers Guild. There are also 
national organizations of women attorneys. I think it is quite mis- 
leading— 

Mr. Doyte. Just a minute. 

Mr. Scuerer. Will you yield for one question, Mr. Doyle? 

Do you belong to the National Lawyers Guild / 

Mr. Porrer. May | be permitted to finish what I was saying? 

Mr. Dorner. I didn’t go into those subjects and I want to finish my 
statement. I went into one subject—what the duty of Congress was 
under the Constitution. 

Mr. Porrer. I simply want to point out that the American Bar 
Association is not the national lawyers’ organization, It is one of 
them. 

Mr. Dorie. In my book it is the organization. 

Mr. Mounprr. May I suggest, Mr. Doyle, Mr. Scherer, and the wit- 
ness and everyone, let us avoid, if we can, any arguments concerning 
bar associations and decisions of the courts. The witness has been 
on the stand for an hour and 15 minutes. I hope we can proceed as 
quickly as possible. 

Mr. Doyte. Since this witness has referred to a certain decision, I 
w = to read one per from it. The case referred to is Quinn 
v. U.S., decided May 23, 1955. 

tr i court, at page 5  ieeod, said this: 

There can be no doubt as to the power of Congress by itself or through its 
committees to investigate matters and conditions relating to contemplated 
legislation. This power, deeply rooted in American and English institutions, is 
indeed coextensive with the power to legislate. Without the power to investi- 
gate—including, of course, the authority to compel testimony, either through 
its own processes or through judicial trial—Congress would be seriously handi- 
capped in its efforts to exercise its constitutional function wisely and effectively. 

[ read the second paragraph on page 5: 

But the power to investigate, broad as it may be, is also subject to recognized 
limitations. It cannot be used to inquire into private affairs unrelated to a valid 
legislative purpose. Nor does it extend to an area in which Congress is for- 
bidden to legislate. 

Mr. Porrer. There is more to that paragraph, Mr. Doyle, which 
is really a part of the same thought. Would you read it? 

Mr. Dorie. Yes; I will read it. 

Mr. Porter. Thank you. 
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Mr. Doyxie. I read the part of the second paragraph which has 
been quoted by a certain alleged committee that is attacking this 
committee. That is the reason I stopped at that point, Mr. Porter. 

Similarly, the power to investigate must not be confused with any of the 
powers of law enforcement; those powers are assigned under our Constitution 
to the executive and the judiciary. Still further limitations on the power to 
investigate are found in the specific individual guaranties of the Bill of Rights, 
such as the fifth amendment’s privilege against self-incrimination which is in 
issue here. (End of quote.) 

Mr. Porrer. Thank you. 

Mr. Dorie. I stopped at that point because there have been misrep- 
resentations throughout the Los Angeles area by an alleged committee, 
Citizens Committee to Preserve Americ an F reedoms, to the effect of 
advertising that this decision was a unanimous one. Manifestly there 
were two dissents. 

L wish now to call attention to the fact that we are operating under 
Public Law 601, the 79th Congress. That is the resolution, I take it, to 
which you referred. In my concluding statement at this point, in view 
of your observation, I have taken the position, and I still take the 
position, that I recognize the right and I will fight for the right of 
every American citizen to think what he pleases, to be what he pleases, 
to write what he pleases, to pray the way he wants, and to live the way 
he wants. But they have to do it within the four corners of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. And that is what the Communist 
Party of the United States does not do. 

Mr. Porrer. You can’t have it both ways, Mr. Doyle. You can’t be 
a member of this committee and pi articipate in its activities and carry 
out what you say you believe in the statement you just made. 

Mr. Doy.e. I have been doing it and I feel pretty good about it. 
I think I have uncovered or helped uncover some dangerous people 
and dangerous programs that are designed to defeat the constitutional 
Government of my country. 

Mr. Moutper. M: ay we proceed / 

Have you any questions, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scurrer. Just one question. 

You mentioned the National Lawyers Guild. Are you a member of 
the National Lawyers Guild? 

Mr. Porter. I certainly am. 

Mr. Scuerer. It has been declared a Communist-front organiza- 
tion, has it not, and been cited ? 

Mr. TAveNnNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is all. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Movtper. You are excused as a witness, Mr. Porter. You may, 
if you so desire, claim witness fees with the clerk who sits immediate sly 
behind you. 

Mr. Porrer. May I make one brief statement in reply to Congress- 
man Scherer’s characterization of the National Lawyers Guild which 
is misleading ? 

Mr. Movtper. We want to expedite the hearings as rapidly as 
possible, Mr. Porter. You are now excused as a witness, The com 
mittee will stand in recess for 5 minutes. 

(Whereupon, a short recess was taken, there being present Repre- 
sentatives Moulder, Doyle, and Scherer. ) 











4006 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE LOS ANGELES, CALIF., AREA 






(The committee was reconvened upon the expiration of the recess, 
there being present Representatives Moulder, Doyle, and Scherer. ) 

Mr. Movutper. Will the people in the hearing room come to order 
and be seated as quickly as possible. 

Would you please call your next witness, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Jessica Rhine Wildman. Will you come for- 
ward, please ¢ 

Mr. Movutper. Will you hold up your right hand and be sworn? Do 
you solemnly swear the testimony which you are about to give will be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Witpman. Ido. Mr. Chairman, may | ask that you summon 
my attorney, please, Mr. Margolis? 

Mr. Moutper. Is Mr. Margolis here? 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 


TESTIMONY OF JESSICA WILDMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
BEN MARGOLIS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 

Mrs. WitpMaNn. My name is Jessica Wildman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please ident- 
ify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Marcouis. Ben Margolis of Los Angeles. 

Mr. Scuerer. I didn’t get the witness’ last name. 

Mrs. WitpMan. Wildman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that your present married name? 

Mrs. WitpMan. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your married name prior to your mar- 
riage to Mr. Wildman? 

Mrs. WitpMan. My name was Jessica Rhine. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell Rhine ? 

Mrs. WitpMan. R-h-i-n-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of your marriage to Mr. Wild- 
man ¢ 

Mrs. Winrpman. August 2, 1952. 

Mr. Tavennrer. Where were you born, Mrs. Wildman ? 

Mrs. WitpMan. Chicago, Ill. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside / 

Mrs. Wiitpman. Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you liv ed in Los Angeles? 

Mrs. WitpMAN. For approximately 2 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Mrs. WitpmMan. Yes, sir. I am a graduate of the George Mason 
High School in Alexandria, Va. George Mason was the author of the 

Bill of Rights as appears in the Constitution of the State of Vi irginia, 

and one of the most ardent sponsors of the Bill of Rights in the Consti- 
tution of the United States of America. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that complete your educational training ? 

Mrs. WitpMan. Well, I had one more year of school. For one year 
I attended the art school at the Corcoran National Art Gallery in 
Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your em- 
ployment has been since 1935 ? 
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Mrs. WitpMaAN. Since 1935 I have worked for various agencies of 
the United States Government, for several organizations and several 
private business firms. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your first employment in the United 
States Government / 

Mrs. WirpMANn. Well, I am not quite sure whether when I worked 
for the Civil Works Administration in the city of Washington, D. C.., 
it was part of the Washington, D. C. government or the Federal Gov- 
ernment, but that was my first Government employment. 

Mr. TavENNeER. What w Hr the date of a it employment ? 

Mrs. Witpman. Either 1932 or 1933, I don’t remember which. 

Mr. Movutper. May I suggest to the witness the Civil Works Admin 
istration wasn’t established until after 1932. 

Mrs. WitpMaAN. It must have been 1933. 

Mr. Movunper. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your next employment / 

Mrs. Witpman. After that I went to work for the National Recov- 
ery Administration. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the period of your employment there ? 

Mrs. Witpman. I don’t know whether I started late in 1933 or early 
in 1934. In any event, I worked there until January of 1936 or 
December of 1935. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then did you have other Government employment 
after December ? 

Mrs. WitpMan. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1935 or January 1936? 

Mrs. Witpman. Yes. 1 worked following that for the Railroad Re- 
tirement Board. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that in the city of Washington? 

Mrs. WitpMAN. Yes, it was. 

Mr. TaveNNeErR. How long were you employed by the Railroad Re- 
tirement Board ? 

Mrs. WiitpMAN. Well, that is a difficult question, too, because it was 
one of those on-again off-again things. I went to work first for the 
Railroad Retirement Board and then for a brief period, although I 
continued to work for the Railroad Retirement Board on a research 
project, I happened technically to be on the payroll of the WPA. 

After that, having acquired civil service status, I returned to the pay- 
roll of the Railroad Retirement Board and I remained there until 
shortly before Pearl Harbor, some time in 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. All of that employment was in the city of Wash- 
ington, was it not? 

Mrs. WitpMAN. Almost all of it. All except for a very brief period 
when I worked for the NRA in New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. [ meant to say all of your employment while you 
were on the payroll of the Railroad Retirement Board and the WPA 
was in the city of Washington ? 

Mrs. WitpMaAn. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then, during 1941, did you take on. new empby- 
ment / 

Mrs. WitpMaANn. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that? 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 
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Mrs. WitpmMan. | was employed as assistant research director for 
. labor union. 

Mr. TAVENNER. — long did that employment continue / 

Mrs. Witpman. Until 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. What labor organization was it ? 

Mrs. Witpman. Mr. Tavenner and Mr. Chairman, this is the first 
juestion that I am going to decline to answer, and I am going to 
lecline this answer for two very simple reasons: First, that if 1 were to 
inswer it I would be voluntarily surrendering my rights to freedom 
of speech, freedom of thought, and freedom of association. These 
rights were fought too hard for by our forefathers for me to volun- 
tarily surrender them just because a big stick is waved at me. 

Secondly, if 1 were to answer this question and start down the path 
laid out by this committee, at its end I would be either a groveling, 
niveling conformist or an unspeakable odious informer. I prefer to 
remain a woman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you direct the witness to answer ? 

Mr. Mounprr. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. WitpMan. In addition to the first, let me say, I refuse to an- 
swer the question, Mr. Chairman, and in addition to the reasons just 
et forth I base my refusal on the Bill of Rights in its entirety, in- 
| Wing its spirit and its legislative background, and very specifically 
on the Ist, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th amendments. 

Mr. Scurrer. I think we should state for the record that we do not 
tecept the witness’ answer because, obviously, to state what labor union 
she was employed by cannot any more incriminate her than can her 
tating what agencies of the Federal Government she was employed by. 
\nd therefore it is obvious that she is not invoking the fifth amend- 
nent in good faith, because I cannot, for the life of me, possibly see 
how telling us what labor union she was employed by could incrimi- 

ate her in any way. 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Movunprer. Do you request that the witness be directed to 
answer ¢ 

Mr. Scurrer. I think you have directed her. 

Mr. Mourper. Mrs. Wildman, concerning any future questions pro- 
pounded to you by counsel which you wish to decline to answer for the 
reason stated, would it be agreeable with you to state that you are 
reasserting the same reason which you have just stated by reference 
thereto ¢ 

Mrs. WitpMAN. Yes, it would be, Mr. Chairman, provided you know 
that if I think of additional reasons it is all right if I supplement that 
answer from time to time. 

Mr. Moutper. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. You indicated that you had changed your employ- 
ment in 1943. 

Mrs. WitpMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your new employment in 1943? 

Mrs. WitpMan. I went to work as a person responsible for handling 
War Labor Board cases for another labor union. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you work in that capacity? 

Mrs. Wirpman. Until election day of 1944. 

Mr. Scuerer. And what labor union was that that you worked for? 
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Mrs. WitpMaAn. Mr. Chairman, I decline to answer that question for 
the reasons previously stated. 
Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer the ques- 

tion as to what labor union she was employed by. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is directed to answer 

Mrs. WitpMAN. Having been directed, the answer is the same: that 
I decline to answer for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Scurrer. And I restate what I said before, that I 

Mrs. WitpmMan. Mr. Chairman, can I comment on that for a minute ? 

Mr. Scherer has expressed his opinion, and, to be sure, he is entitled 
to his opinion. My opinion happens to be otherwise. And I mean, 
this committee has attempted to smear organizations as well as indi- 
viduals. And I think Mr. Scherer’s opinion is incorrect, and I rely 
on the grounds I just stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. When we do not accept the reasons advanced by 
witness for declining to answer, the Supreme Court has directed 1 
to tell the witness, before we can possibly hold him in contempt, that at 
we do not accept the answer, and state our reasons for not accepting 
the answer. Iam therefore complying strictiy with the recent decision 
of the Supreme Court directing us to make such a statement, because 
[ feel in this case the witness has subjected herself for contempt and 
I must, in accordance with that decision, lay the basis for the motion 
that I will make later asking that she be cited for contempt. 

Mrs. Witpman. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask if the Supreme 
Court has directed the members of this committee to threaten and in 
timidate witnesses ? 

Mr. Moutprer. You are not being intimidated. 

Mrs. Wirpman. I certainly am being threatened. 

Mr. Movutper. Mr. Scherer has made a statement which he has in 
accordance with the decision of the court. It is our duty to advise you, 
to warn you of the dangers involved in the event you are in contempt 
of the committee. Therefore, this committee has had to notify you 
that your failure to answer the question might make you subject to 
contempt. 

Is that correct, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No question about it. 

Mr. Movutprr. It is not for the purpose of intimidation nor is it in 
the nature of a threat. 

Mr. Scuerer. It is a mandate clearly set forth in the Quinn and 
Emspak cases which these people have been citing. I am trying to 
follow the decisions of the Supreme Court. I don’t agree w ith many 
of the provisions in those decisions, but nevertheless, I realize that as 
long as it is a decision of the Supreme Court I must and I will follow it 

Mr. Moutper. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period of time between 1943 and 1944 
when you say you represented a labor union in the handling of labor 
cases, did your work require you to be in contact with members of 
the National Labor Relations Board ? 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. WitpMan. No, it didn’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did your work require you to be in contact with the 
National Labor Relations Board ? 

Mrs. WitpMan. Oh, certainly. 
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Mr. ‘Tavenner. In the city of Washington ? 

Mrs. WitpMan. No. 

Mr. TavenNER. Where ? 

Mrs. Witpman. In the city of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you located during any period of that time | 
Denver / 

Mrs. Witpmanx. During which period of time? 

Ir. TAVENNER. 1943 to 1944. 

Mrs. WitpMaAn. No. 

Mr.TaveNNI Were you there at any other time‘ 

My ee Yes. 

c TAvVeENNER. When was that? 

Mrs. Witpman. Oh, wait a minute. I want to correct that earlier 









1 was in Denver in 1948 i didn’t live there but I went there on a 
busines tr} - j 

Mr. -n NNER. Dic : your trip have any connection with work be- 
fore the National War Labor Board? 


Mrs W ILDMAN. No. 
DAY. q \WENNER. Did you at any time have any coritact Vv ith the Na 
onal War L abor Board in Denver ? 


(‘The witness confers with her counsel. ) 
Mrs. i pMAN. To the best of my recollection the answer is tno.” 
Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Philip Reno, an em- 


ployee of the National War Labor Board in Denver? 
Mrs. WitpMan. This aad ion T shall refuse to answer on the grounds 
previous ly stated. 
Mr. Tavenner. Did you know Philip Reno in Washington ? 
Mrs. Witpman. This question I shall also refuse to answer on the 
erounds previously stated. 
Mr. Pavenner. All right, now, the last employment that you have 
told us about was in 1944 for a labor union, the name of which you 
refuse to give us. 
What was your next employment / 
Mrs. WitpMan. My next employment was preparing War Labor 
Board cases for another 1: ibor union, 
Mr. Tavenner. A different union. 
Were your ae similar in the two instances ¢ 
Mrs. WitpMan. Yes. 
Mr. Taverner. What was the period of time you were so employed ¢ | 
Mrs. WirpmMan. In that particular capacity—see, there was a period 
of time out there, there was a period of time that I didn’t work. I 
am i ding it a little bit difficult to reconstruct the dates. Sometime 
from nineteen—from some time in 1945 until some time in 1947, I 
believe. 
Mr. TavenNer. How were you employed between 1944 and some time 
in 1945 when vou = ‘an this new employment ? 
Mrs. Wirpman. Oh, I was employed giving birth to my third child. 
Mr. TAVENNER. me ing this period from 1945 to 1947, did you handle 
any labor problems before the National Labor Relations Board in 
Washington ? 
(The witness confers with her counsel.) 
Mrs. WitpMan. I am trying to recall, Mr. Tavenner. But I don’t 
remember having done so. 
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Mr. TaveNNER. What was your employment after 1947? 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson entered the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mrs. Wizpman. I became regional director for a labor union. 

Mr. Scuerer. What labor union? 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Mounper. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mrs. WitpMAn. Having been directed to answer, my answer is the 
same. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. And I restate for the record that we do not accept 
that answer because we feel that she is improperly invoking the fifth 
amendment in her refusal to answer as to what labor union she works 
for. 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Witpman. Mr. Chairman, one, I would like to know whether 
Mr. Scherer is speaking for the entire subcommittee. First, I would 
like to know that. And then I would like to make another comment 
on what he has to say. 

Mr. Movrper. I understand that in invoking the provisions of the 
Constitution you have stated all of the-—— 

Mrs. WitpmaN. No, sir; I excluded article IT because I don’t have a 
gun, and I excluded article III because the question of barracking 
soldiers in my house hasn’t come up. And I don’t expect it to. 

Mr. Moutper. You asked a question. The statement made by Con- 
gressman Scherer is made by unanimous consent of «ll the committee. 

Mrs. Witpman. Then, may I make a comment. Mr. Chairman: I 
mean, is Mr. Scherer the only one entitled to make comments ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Regular order. ‘You are here to answer questions or 
invoke the fifth amendment and refuse to answer. 

Mrs. Wirpman. I would like to—I thought people had as much 
rights as Congressmen did. | thought [ am as good a person as you 
are, even though you have a higher back to your chair. 

Mr. Scuerer. I don’t happen to have belonged to the Communist 
Party. That is the chief difference. Otherwise I think you are as 
good a person as I am. 

Mrs. WiitpmMan. May I make a brief comment, Mr. Chairman? I 
assure you I won’t take up much time. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you deny that you were a member of the Commu- 
nist Party, Madam ? 

Mrs. WitpMaN. I have asked the chairman a question, Mr. Scherer. 
Do you have to be rude enough to interrupt before I get an answer? 

—¥ Scuerer. I ask for regular order. 

Moutper. The request is refused. Will the witness please re- 
inna to the question s asked by counsel, and let’s proceed in an orderly 
manner, 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Wildman, in 1947, — 7 were made re- 

gional director of » labor union, were you director for the same labor 
union that you were employed by between ten years 1945 and 1947, 
or was it a different union ? 
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Mrs. WitpMAN. It was the same one. 
Mr. Tavenner. What was your next employment after 1947? 


Mrs. WitpMan. After 1947 I became the executive secretary of yet 
another organization. 


Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mrs. WitpbMan. Where? Geographically, you mean ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Where were you? 

Mrs. WitpmMan. Oh, at that time I was in Indi anapolis, Ind. 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a minute, Mr. Tavenner. I ask that the witness 
tell us of what organization she became executive secretary after 1947. 

Mrs. WitpMan. Mr. Chairman, I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that the witness be directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Mou.per. ve witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. WitpMAN. I decline to answer the question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. Scurrer. The committee does not accept the answer for the rea- 
sons Ihave stated. Let’s get the record clear. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was your office located in the city to which 
you just referred ¢ 

(The witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. WitpMan. Mr. Tavenner, first, I don’t remember the address. 
Second, if I did remember it, I wouldn’t give it. 

Mr. TAvENNER. You said that your office was in Indianapolis, Ind. 
Was it at 635 North Pennsylvania, room 304 ? 

Mrs. WirpMan. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the organization, of which you were then 
the secretary, the Progressive Party of Indiana ? 

Mrs. WitpMAN. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you secure your position as secretary of 
the organization that you referred to? 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your employment began in 1947 in that capacity. 
How long did it last ? 

(The witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. WitpMan. I am restricting my answer to what I have already 
admitted, that I was the executive secretary of an organization, and I 
col cael to work in that capacity until January of 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were you employed after 1949? 

Mrs. Wirpman. Asa legal secretary. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mrs. Witpman. Ina law office in Indianapolis. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you also retain your position or office with the 
organization that you had been with between 1947 and 1949? 

Mrs. WirtpmMan. I decline to answer that question. 

(The witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mr. Taverner. You have told us you were employed by that organ- 
ization from 1947 to 1949. Do you mean you are telling us that you 
will refuse to answer whether your employment continued after that 
date? J can’t understand that answer. 

Mr. Scurrer. I ask that the witness be directed to answer the 
question. 

Mrs. WitpmMan. I am a little bit confused about the question. 
Would you hold up just a minute, please ? 
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(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Witpman. Yes. Two things, Mr. Tavenner. What was that 
question again / 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you read her the question / 

(The record was read by the reporter as follows:) 

You have told us you were employed by that organization from 1947 to 1949 
Do you mean you are telling us that you will refuse to answer whether your em 
ployment continued after that date? I can’t understand that answer, 

(The witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. WitpMan. To the best of my recollection, I was not employed 
by any organization during the time I was employed as a secretary in 
a law office in Indi: anapolis. 

Mr. TavenneEr. During that period of time, did you retain your po- 
sition, whether employed or not, or paid a salary or not ¢ 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. WitpMANn. What position are you referring to, Mr. Tavenner ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. The position which you have described as secretary 
of an organization which you would not name. 

Mrs. WitpMan. Oh. Then my answer would be as follows: I don’t 
recall, but if I did, I would decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you serve in any capacity on the staff of the or 
ganization, whether you were paid for the services or not? And by 
the organization, I am referring to the one of which you said you were 
the secretary. 

Mrs. WitpMan. I would give exactly the same answer to that as to 
the previous question. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain employed after 1949 as 
legal secretary in a law office 4 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. WitpMan. Until sometime in 1950. 

Mr. Taverner. What was your next employment / 

Mrs. Witpman. My next employment was as secretary in a law of 

‘e in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you still employe d there 

Mrs. Witpman. In Philadelphia? No. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain employed in Philadel 
phia? 

Mrs. Witpman. Until sometime in 1951. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you give us your next employment and ea 
successive e mployme nt to ~~ present time, iam g 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson returned to the hearing roon 
at this point. ) 

Mrs. WitpMan. After my employme nt in the | law office in Philadel 
phia, I was employed as a secretary in a labor organization, which em 
ployment continued until August of 1952 

Thereafter I was employed briefly—I ‘think it was in 1954, but 1 
ers In’t swear to it—in a law office in Butte, Mont., after which | 

as e mployed briefly as a secretary fr a labor organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you employed in the law office in 

sutte, Mont. / 

Mrs. Wiipman. I honestly don’t remember. It was an insignificant 
job, and it was a month or two or perhaps three, but I don’t remember 
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Mr. Tavenner. low were you employed between 1952 and 1954, if 
at all / 

Mrs. Witpman. Oh, well, vou know that included that period in 
Butte in a law office for a brief period of time, and a brief period of 
employ nel asa secretary fora labor organization. 

What was the period that you were talking about? Until when‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. From 1952 to 1954. 

lhe witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mr. Marcouis. That was not the question you asked, Mr. Tavenner. 
[t is very confusing. 

Mr. Tavenner. She answered it. She said from 1952 on up until 
she took a position as secretary for a labor organization: it included 
the period of Butte, Mont. 

Mr. Marcouts. She asked you what period your last question re- 
ferred to. 

Mrs. WitpMan. 1952 to 1954: didn’t it? Oh. I thought to 1954. 

Mr. Marcoxts. I don’t think the record will show that. 

Mr. Tave NNER. Regardless of what it was, will you give us your 
employment between 1952 and the present date / 

Mrs. WitpmMan. Well, you know, I have covered part of it: ves. 

In 1954 I went to work in a medical office in Los Angeles, and fT am 
currently employed there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Wildman, during the course of extensive in- 

vestigation in the city of Washington and other places, the committee, 
in ascertaining for the first time the existence of 2 organized groups of 
the Communist Party within the staff of the National Labor Relations 
Board and also an organized group of the Communist Party within 
the staff of a Senate subcommittee, discovered the existence of 8 other 
organized groups of the Communist Party previously unknown to this 
committee in various Government agencies. Professor Herbert Fuchs 
testified that during 1936 and 1937 when he was employed by the 
Wheeler subcommittee of the Senate, he was directed to form a group 
of the Communist Party there, and during that period of time he, as 
the leader of that group, met with the leaders of others groups of the 
Communist Party organized within Government agencies on a section 
level. 

He told the committee the names of a number of those persons who 
were leaders of these various groups. 

i want to ask you to give the committee all of the information you 
have about this section of the Communist Party of which Professor 
Fuchs was a member. 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Fuchs identified several persons as heads of 
Communist Party groups and who met on a section level. One was 
Kleanor Nelson. 

Were you acquainted with Eleanor Nelson / 

Mrs. Witpwan. How many questions do I have before me, Mr. Tav- 
enner 4 

Mr. Tavenner. One question. Are you acquainted with Eleanor 
Nelson? 


Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer the question. 
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Mr. Mourper. For the reasons previously stated ? 

Mrs. WitpMAN. Yes, si 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Do you ies the department or agency of the Gov- 
ernment in which Eleanor Nelson worked 

Mrs. WitpMaAN. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you know in what department or agency of the 
Gcovernment Arthur Stein was employed ¢ 

Mrs. WitpmMan. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Arthur Stein ¢ 

Mrs. WitpMan. I also decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Movtper. In all instances where you say you decline to answer, 
are you claiming the privilege and reasserting the 

Mrs. WitpMAN. I am if it is necessary, Mr. Chairman. I under- 
stand that I am required to, you know, state my reasons for declining 
to answer only if I am directed to answer. Therefore, I have just 
been declining. If this is incorrect, why, then, I will always say that 
[ am declining to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Movtper. You are incorrect in your first statement. 

Mrs. Winpman. Well, then, retroactively I say all my declinations 
are on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know in what branch of the Government in 
the District of Columbia Philip Reno was then employed ? 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Were you acquainted with Philip Reno? 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you know Reno as a member of the Communist 
Party, Witness ? 

Mrs. WiipmMan. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Do you know what branch of the Government Sid- 
ney Katz was employed ¢ 

Mrs. WitpMan. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know Sidney Katz? 

Mrs. WitpmMan. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. TaveNnNER. Do you know how Julia Katz was employed ? 

Mrs. WitpMan. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Were you acquainted with her? 

Mrs. WurpMan. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Scnerer. The fact is, Witness, that you knew all of these peo- 
yle mentioned, and you knew them to be members of the Communist 
Party. Isn’t that right ? 

Mrs. Witpman. Mr. Scherer, don’t try to flummox me. I decline 
to answer that question on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Bernard Stern? 

Mrs. Wirpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. TavenNER. Do you know in what branch of the Government 
he was employed ? 
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Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
pre\ lous ly stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with the wife of Bernard 
Stern / 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know in what branch of the Government 
she was employed ¢ 

Mrs. WitpMan. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it not a fact that her name is Janet Buck Gaines 
Stern, your sister ¢ 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. She was a Communist, wasn’t she ? 

Mrs. WitpmMan. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. All of these people, Mr. Tavenner, whom you are 
naming, have been identified as members of the Communist Party or 
have admitted membership in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Professor Fuchs testified before the committee, 
under oath, that all of the persons I have named were leaders in various 
groups of the Communist Party and met on a section level with him, 
including Jessica Rhine, the present witness, now Mrs. Jessica Wild- 
Man. 

Mr. Scnerer. And they were all employees of the Federal Govern- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. And they were leaders of various cells in various 
agencies of the Federal Government ? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. And these leaders met, as you say, on a sectional basis ? 

Mr. Tavenner. That is correct. That was his testimony. I want 
to ask this witness now whether or not she met on a section level with 
Professor Fuchs and any of the persons whose names I have inquired 
about. 

Mrs. WitpMan. Mr. Tavenner, first, the question, I believe, is based 
on your assumption that this Fuchs person was truthfully testifying, 
which is an assumption I don’t make. But I do decline to answer the 
question on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Screrer. Is anything that Mr. Fuchs said about you untrue— 
that is, you being a member of the Communist Party and meeting in 
this sectional group ? 

(The witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mrs Witpman. Mr. Scherer, I am not going to get into a conflict 
with this committee about the testimony of any ‘informers. Informers 
are universally accepted as unreliable characters. You may make 
your assumptions about his testimony, and I am sure I am entitled to 
make mine. 

Mr. Scuerer. You voluntarily said to Mr. Tavenner that his ques- 
tion was based on the assumption that Fuchs’ t testimony was true. I 
am asking you whether any part of Fuchs’ testimony, as it related to 
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you and your membership and activities in the Communist Party 
untrue ¢ 

In other words, did he lie to this committee in any respect‘ You 
have the opportunity to tell us right here and now as to whether 
Fuchs, this man whom you call an informer, was telling the truth or 
whether he was lying to this committee. 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Scuerer. If you say that he was lying to the committee, then I 


will ask that the Fuchs testimony be refe rred to the De partment of 
Justice. 


Was Fuchs lying? 

Mrs. WitpMAN. Are you through, Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scnerer. Yes, Iam. 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Scurrer. I thought you would. You declined properly. I 
think you properly invoked the fifth amendment - ause if you had 

said that Fuchs was lying, in my opinion you would have been com- 
mitting perjury. 

Mrs. WitpMan. I think if I had admitted any association whatever 
with Fuchs I would be testifying against myself. And I don’t think 
your opinion means any thing, Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time Professor Fuchs identified you as hav- 
ing attended these Communist Party meetings on a section level—that 
is, as a representative of a group of the Communist Party—you, ac- 
cording to your statement, were employed by the Railroad Retire- 
ment Board. While you were employed by the Railroad Retirement 
Board, was there a person known to you by the name of Abraham 
George Silverman connected with that organization ? 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. WitpmMan. I knew of him at the Railroad Retirement Board. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Abraham George Silverman play any part in 
obtaining your employment with the Board or in retaining you on 

the Board after you were employed there ? 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mrs. WitpMan. Not as far as I know, Mr. Tavenne rT. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you as a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. WitpMANn. You know I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. TavenNneER. Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not 
there was an organized group of the Communist Party, composed 
principally of employees, in the Railroad Retirement Board 4 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to your testimony, intermittently during 
your employment by the Railroad Retirement Board, you were as- 
signed to duties with the WPA up until 1941. During that period of 
time was there an organized group of the Communist Party in Wash- 
ington among the staff or employees of the WPA ? 

Mrs. ‘ ILDMAN. That is a funny question, because first it is inac- 
curate. I didn’t say intermittently. I said for one brief period I 
happened to be technically on WPA payroll but I was working for the 
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Railroad Retirement Board. There wasn’t anything intermittent 
about it. It was just that one period. 

And beyond that, I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. So there was only one intermittent period. Regard- 
less of number, was there an organized group of the Communist Party 
when you were so employed ¢ 

Mrs. WitpMan. I don’t agree on the “one intermittent period.” I 
decline to answer the question on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. TavenNer. Were you acquainted with ae y Collins? 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated. 

Mr. TavENNER. Were you acquainted with John J. Abt, A-b-t 4 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Harry Dexter White? 

(The witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Winpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. TavENNER. Were you acquainted with Harold Glasser ¢ 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Charles Kramer ? 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Scurrer. Those persons that you have recently mentioned were 
the leading Communists in Government a few years ago. 

Mr. Taverner. Were you acquainted with Victor I erlo! 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. All of these persons that I have just mentioned, Mr. 
Congressman, were identified as members of the Perlo group of the 
Communist Party, including also Henry Rhine. I did not ask the 
witness about Henry Rhine for a very obvious reason. Henry Rhine 
has been before this committee in our recent hearings in Washington 
and has refused to answer material questions, relying on the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. And that group, or part of them at least, participated 
in considerable espionage activities within the Government ? 

Mr. Tavenner. That was true, according to the testimony of Eliza- 
beth T. Bentley. I should point out also that Professor Fuchs stated 
that during a part of the period—TI am not sure that it was the entire 
period between 1936 and 1941—but for at least part of that period, he 
was required to report to his superior, who was Victor Perlo. 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Doyix. Excuse me, Mr. Tavenner, you mentioned Professor 
Fuchs several times. The witness, I think, referred to him as an 
informer. 

Mrs. Wiitpman. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Dorie. Who was Professor Fuchs, whom she described as an 
informer? I know he has testified before the committee and named 
these people as Communists. Who was he with reference to Govern- 
ment employment ? 
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Mr. Tavenner. Professor Fuchs became solicitor in the National 
Labor Relations Board, and later became the public member of the 
National War Labor Board in Denver. 

(The witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mr. 'Tavenner. He withdrew from the Communist Party in 1946 
and after that period of time became a professor of law at American 
University, Washington, D. C. 

Mrs. WirpMan. Isn’t this all r ally a publicity discussion going on 
here? I don’t see any search for information going on here now. 

Mr. Scuerer. No, I think the committee is vitally interested i 
seeing that no more individuals like you obtain employment in the 
Government of the United States. That is what we are interested 
in. And we are going to pass legislation and do everything we can 
to see that that period in our history is never repeated. 

(The witness confers with her counsel. ) 

Mr. Movutper. I have one question to ask the witness. How do 
you know that Professor Fuchs is an informer ? 

Mrs. WitpMAN. I read about it in the newspapers. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Chairman, the reason I asked counsel to tell us 
who Professor Fuchs was was to have those in the hearing room 
know and have the record show clearly that he was just not any un- 
usual person, or any incidental person, but that he was a person in 
high Government employ. And I assume he knew what he was talking 
about when he swore under oath that this witness was a member of 
the Communist Party. 

(The witness confers with her counsel.) 

Mr. Moutper. Proceed, please, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TAvenneR. Mr. Chairman, the members of the staff made an 
investigation back in 1950 regarding the National Committee to De- 
feat the Mundt Bill, and the committee issued a report based on testi- 
mony resulting from that investigation. The Mundt bill was the one 
which originated in the Committee on Un-American Activities, and 
which is now before the Supreme Court. It is the Internal Security 
Act of 1950, requiring the Communist Party and front organizations 
to register, and which incorporated provisions of the Wood bill. 

I have before me exhibits 17, 19, 23, and 38 of the hearing held on 
October 19, 1950. The hearing developed that the officers of the Na- 
tional Lawyers Guild, in Washington, were made available to the 
National Committee to Defeat the Mundt Bill, for the purpose of 
lobbying against and opposing that bill. And the National Lawyers 
Guild defrayed some very heavy items of expense in connection with 
that work. 

Mr. Scnuerer. The National Lawyers Guild, I forgot to say before, 
has been found to be the legal arm of the Communist Party of the 
United States. 

Mr. Marcouts. Without a hearing, and with the same kind of due 
process you get right here. That is how it has been found. And it 
has asked for a he: aring and never been given one. 

Mr. Movutper. Let’s mere eed, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. The National Committee to Defeat the Mundt Bill 
sent telegrams to various organizations and various Progressive Party 
officers throughout the country, as shown by these exhibits, for the 
purpose of opposing the legislation. Exhibit 17 of the hearing held 
on October 19, 1950, states that a copy of a telegram was addressed 
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to Jessica Rhine, Progressive Party of Indiana, 635 North Pennsy]- 
vania, Room 304, Indianapolis, Ind. And other similar telegrams 
were addressed to her under the same address. 

I would like to ask the witness whether she recalls having received 
in 1950 the various telegrams from the National Committee To De- 
feat the Mundt Bill in Washington in her capacity as secretary of 
the Progressive Party of Indiana / 

Mrs. WitpMan. Mr. Tavenner, now you are tryiag to flummox me. 
I refuse to answer that question on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. What does the word “flummox” mean, Mr. 'Tavenner ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not interested. 

Mrs. WitpMan. It is in the dictionary, Mr. Scherer; I promise. It 
means to engage in tomfoolery. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the context in which it was used, I am not 
interested. 

Were you a member of the Communist Party on the 27th day of 
August, 1950? 

Mr, Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party while 
employed by the Railroad Retirement Board ? 

Mrs. Witpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated ¢ 

Mr. TavenNer. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time during the period between 1941 and 1949 while employed by 
various labor unions and while serving as a regional director of a 
labor union ¢ 

Mrs. WitpMan. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 

Mrs. WitpMan. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Movutprer. Any questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. DoyLe . No questions. 

Mr. Movunper. Any questions, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. 

Mrs. WitpMANn. May I take time and a half for Saturday? 

Mr. Movutper. Pardon me? 

Mrs. Witpman. Do they pay time and a half for Saturday on wit- 
ness fees? 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is excused. 

The committee will stand in recess until 1: 30. 

(Whereupon, at 11:50 a. m., a recess was taken until 1:30 p. m., 
this same day, there being present Representatives Moulder, Doyle. 
and Scherer.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION, APRIL 21, 1956 


(The committee was reconvened at 1:50 p. m., upon the expiration 
of the recess, there being present Representatives Moulder and 
Scherer. ) 

Mr. Mourper. The committee will please be in order. 
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Let the record show, that the Honorable Francis Walter, chairman 
of the full Committee on Un-American Activities, has appointed 
subcommittee consisting of three: Myself as chairman of the subcom 
mittee, Mr. Doyle, of California, and Congressman Scherer, of Ohio, 
to conduct the hearings in Los Angeles, Calif., on this date and on any 
future date until the hearings have been adjourned. 

Mr. Tavenner. A majority of which are present. 

Mr. Mouuper. And the record should also show that there are pres 
ent myself, as chairman of the subcommittee, and Congressman 

Scherer, of Ohio, constituting a quorum or a m: vjorit, y of the subcom- 
mittee duly appointed and established by the chairman of the full 
committee. 

Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. Will Mr. Louis Sherman come forward, 
please ? 

Mr. Moutprr. Please raise your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you, God 4 

Mr. Suerman. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LOUIS R. SHERMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
BEN MARGOLIS 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your name, please, sir ? 

Mr. SuerMan. Louis Sherman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have a middle initial ? 

Mr. Suerman. R. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel accompanying the witness please 
identify himself for the record. 

Mr. Marcouis. Ben Margolis of Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Sherman? 

Mr. Suerman. Chicago, Ill., January 15, 1910. 

Mr. TavenNneR. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. SuerMan. Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you resided in Los Angeles ? 

Mr. SHerMAn. For about 37 years. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
formal educational training has been. 

Mr. SHerMan. I have completed high school at Polytechnic Eve- 
ning High School. I have had about 2 years of school at the extension 
division of the formerly Los Angeles City College and University of 

California. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in California ? 

Mr. SuerMan. 37 years. 

Mr. TavennerR. Will you tell the committee, please, what your em- 
ployment has consisted of since 1935 ? 

Mr. Suerman. For the past 18 to 20 years I have been employed 
within the warehouse industry in Los Angeles, for various companies. 
And presently Iam an officer of local 26, the secretary and treasurer of 
the International Longshoremen and Warehousemen’s Union, better 
known as ILWU 

Mr. Taverner. How long have you been secretary-treasurer of iocal 
25 ? 
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Mr. Suerman. For about 7 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that period how were you employed / 

Mr. Surrman. I was president of local 26, ILWU. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Over what period of time? 

Mr. SuermMan. For about 3 to 31% years. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that takes us back 10 years. 

[low were you employed prior to that time ¢ 

Mr. Suerman. I was in the United States Army for about 2 years 
and 9 months. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was during what period of time? 

Mr. SuermMan. From 1943 to late 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. And prior to 1943 what was your employment ¢ 

Mr. Surrman. I was employed by the international union, the In- 
ternational Longshoremen and Warehousemen’s Union, assigned to 
local 26 as a representative, and served in that capacity as an organizer, 
a business agent, among other duties. 

Mr. TavenNer. Over what period of time, please, sir ? 

Mr. SuerMan. From early 1941 to the middle of 1943. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us, please, what your employment was 
prior to 1941 / 

Mr. Suerman. I worked as a drug worker for the Brunswick Drug 
Co. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Where? 

Mr. Surrman. In Los Angeles, from 1939 to 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. And prior to 1939? 

Mr. Surreman. I worked for a number of various companies within 
the industry like Zellerbach Paper Co., Crane Co., and perhaps a few 
others I don’t remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that take care of your employment back ap- 
proximately through the year 1935 ? 

Mr. Siuenman. I believe so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you at any time legally changed your name? 

Mr. SuermMan. This ismy name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you used any other name? 

Mr. Suerman. I have been known as Lou Sherman for many, many 
years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isthat your name? Lou Sherman ? 

Mr. Suerman. That ismy name. 

Mr. Scuerer. Ave you going to follow through on that ? 

Mr. Taverner. You say Lou Sherman is your name. 

Have you had any other name ? 

Mr. Suerman. T would decline to answer that question— 

Mr. Scurerer. I ask you to direct the witness to answer the question. 
The witness said he declined to answer. 

Mr. Movu.per. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Suerman. I would decline to answer that question, and invoke 
the constitutional privileges. 

If you want me to spec ify, I shall do so. 

Mr. Movurper. That is up to you, whether you desire to specify or not. 

Mr. ae \N. decline to answer that question. I claim the priv- 
ilege accorded me by the United States Constitution, its Bill of Rights, 
specific ally the first ameniment of the United States Constitution 
which in this hearing room has not been adhered to, and the fifth 
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amendment of the United States Constitution which has been distorted 
by certain members of this committee, and which has been interpreted 
to imply guilt by any so-called uncooperative witness, but which, to 
me, affords the same protection to the innocent as well as to the guilty. 

I also invoke the ninth and tenth amendments of the United States 
Constitution, which delegates only certain powers to -_ as Congress- 
men, but retain the full power to the people of the United States. 

Mr. Scuerer. | know you are directing your remarks to me, but 
what do you expect me to infer of you or any other citizen who refuses 
to tell us what other name he used and why he used another name? 

Mr. Suerman. I don’t particularly care what you infer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I understand that. But I and any other citizen, the 
press, have a right to infer that there is something sinister if you refuse 
to disclose what other name you used and why you used another name. 
Is that right? Under the first amendment I have that right. 

Mr. SuerMan. If you accorded the witness the same priv ileges under 
the first amendment perhaps there would be so many more witnesses 
that might give greater respect to the functioning of this committee. 

As far as I am concerned, I will stand on the privileges I have 
claimed, and stand on the answer I have given you. 

Mr. TavenNeR. Under what name were you born ? 

Mr. SuerMan. I refuse to answer the question for the same reasons 
outlined earher. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer the ques- 

tion because I do not accept the answer. I can’t conceivably see how 
to answer the question under what name he was born could possibly 
incriminate this individual. 

Obviously it is not invoking the fifth amendment in good faith. 

Mr. Mouuper. The witness is directed to answer the question as 
requested by Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Suerman. I will again repeat that I refuse to answer that ques- 
tion on the grounds earlier stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Under what name were you married ¢ 

Mr. Surerman. I will again refuse to answer the question on the 
same grounds originally stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. I move you direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Moctper. The witness is directed to answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think we should again say that we do not accept the 
answer, and we feel that his refusal to answer those questions in all 
probability will subject him to a prosecution by this committee for 
contempt. 

Mr. Movutper. Therefore, the witness is directed to answer in order 
to protect his interest as suggested by Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Suerman. I will again repeat that I refuse to answer this ques- 
tion on the grounds earlier stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Aren’t you Louis R. Schneiderman ? 

Mr. Suerman. I will again refuse to answer on the grounds earlier 
stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you institute in court a proceeding for divorce 
under the name of Louis R. Schneiderman ? 

Mr. Snerman. I again refuse to answer that question on the same 
grounds, 
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Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

In order to give you an opportunity to answer the question, you are 
again directed to answer. 

Mr. SuerMan. I will again refuse to answer the same question on 
the grounds earlier stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Aren’t you a brother of William Schneiderman ¢ 

Mr. SuermMan. J again refuse to answer the question for the grounds 
earlier stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your father’s name ? 

Mr. Suerman. [ again refuse to answer the question for the grounds 
earlier stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Movuiper. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Suerman. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
earlier stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. Again let it be understood that we do not accept that 
answer, and feel that it is an improper invocation of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Movutper. It isso understood. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Louis Rosser testified before the Committee on 
Un-American Activities in executive session on January 15, 1952, at 
which time he was asked the question : 

Do you know Lou Sherman? 

To which he replied: 

Yes. Lou Sherman is a brother of William Schneiderman, and I knew him 
as a trade-union director of the Young Communist League, and then later on 
as an organizer in the warehousemen’s union. 

Was Mr. Rosser’s statement true or false insofar as it related to your 
relationship with William Schneiderman ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. SuermMan. Your question relates to a matter that I believe I 
have just answered earlier. If that is so, I again refuse to answer on 
the same grounds stated earlier. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Max Silver testified in executive session before 
this committee on the 24th day of January 1952, in which he stated: 

Lou Sherman, brother to William Schneiderman, was organizer for the long- 
shoremen in Los Angeles. 

Is his statement true or false, insofar as it relates to your connection 
with William Schneiderman ? 

Mr. Sirerman. It appears to me that your questions are going to 
relate to the testimony of informers and stool pigeons. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have the opportunity, sir, to tell this committee 
whether or not you are Louis R. Schneiderman, and I am trying my 
best to find out who you are. So again I will ask you to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Siierman. I don’t believe that I may ever satisfactorily answer, 
to the satisfaction of your committee, the answer to your question. 

Mr. TavenNner. There would be no difficulty in answering that ques- 
tion. 
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Mr. SuerMan. My answer is: My identity, my work, my integrity, 
the things that I have done for 20 or 25 years or more are well known 
to the members of the organization that I belong to. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do they know you are a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Suerman. And represent at the present time. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do the members of the organization you represent 
know you are a member of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. SuHerMan. If this committee proposes to subpena the 2,200 mem- 
bers of this union, that is their prerogative. If it does it only proves 
what they have been saying to the members of our union about the 
purposes of this committee. 

Mr. Scuerer. We want the people of your union to know everything 
about you. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer my ques- 
tion, and also state his real name. 

Mr. Moutprer. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. SHerman. I refuse to answer that question. I will also state 
that the comments of Congressman Scherer assume something which 
are only his private opinions. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is my assumption that you are a member of the Com- 
munist Party incorrect ¢ 

Mr. SuHerman. My purpose in being here is at—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Answer the question. 

Mr. SHerMaN. Is at the discretion and request of the committee. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is my assumption then, or my statement, that you are 
a member of the Communist Party or were a member of the Communist 
Party untrue? 

Mr. SuermMan. My answer is that my private opinions, my associa- 
tions, my background, my history, the work that I have been doing as 
a representative of the union for many years, is my private right guar- 
anteed to me by the United States Constitution and, therefore, I don’t 
have to account to Mr. Scherer or any other Congressman for those 
opinions, associations, or background, and, for that reason, I will 
decline and refuse to answer this question on the grounds ‘already 

earlier stated. 

Mr. Movuvprr. It has often been alleged by certain pe ople that per- 
sons who are charged with having been members of the Communist 
Party on the witness stand before this committee have not had the 
opportunity to deny and defend themselves in a public forum or public 
hearing before this committee. That opportunity is now being given 
to you. 

When you refer to someone as an informer or a stool pigeon it does 
not occur to me as availing yourself of the full opportunity of denying 
or affirming the allegations that were read to you by Mr. Tavenner. 
I just w: anted to make that comment and call it to vour attention. It 
is not in the form of a question, but a comment by the Chair. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. SuerMan. I would like to comment on that. Mr. Moulder. 

This may be a forum in the opinion of some Members of the Con- 
gress who serve on the committee, but I regard the objectives of this 
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committee as being un-American in that they repress the rights of 
people to stand on their constitutional rights. 

I have many times been called a ¢ ‘ommunist in my dealings with 
certain e mploye rs as a representi ative of the union. F or many years 
the union that I represent has been maligned, abused, and character- 
assassinated by unfriendly employers and unfriendly Government of- 
ficials. I have never stooped to the level of answering these accusa- 
tions because I consider them the result of my doing a job for the 
members of my union. 

Mr. Scuerer. These people who have called you a Communist and 
charged you with being a Communist: Were they doing so correctly ? 

Mr. Suerman. I don’t care what motivated them to call me a Com- 
munist. I have been called that and other names as a result of the po- 
sition that I have taken in behalf of the union. 

Mr. Scnerer. That is not my question. 

[ ask you to direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Moviprer. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. SirerMan. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
earlier stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, in light of the witness’ refusal to 
fully identify himself, I would like to ask him to step down from the 
witness chair for just a moment, and I will call another witness. We 
will recall him later. 

Mr. Mouuper. You are temporarily excused, but you will be recalled. 

( Witness temporarily excused.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. William Kimple. 

Mr. Movutper. Will you hold up your right hand and be sworn, 
please. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
sive before this committee will be the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Kimere. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM WARD KIMPLE 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir ¢ 

Mr. Kimere. William Ward Kimple, K-i-m-p-l-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Kimple, have you ever been employed in an 
official capacity by the city of Los Angeles? 

Mr. Koei. [have. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment ! 

Mr. Kimpie. Los Angeles police officer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time were you so employed? 

Mr. Kinopce. 1924 to 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time did you perform any 
secret assignment within the Communist Party? 

Mr. Kimeve. I was assigned by the Los Angeles Police Department 
to investigate the activities of the Communist Party in Los Angeles; 
yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become a member of the Communist Party 
in carrying out that assignment ? 
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Mr. Krrere. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the period of your membership ¢ 

Mr. Kivpce. I joined the Communist Party in 1928, and main- 
tained continuous membership until the fall of 1939. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hold any position in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Kinmete. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that position ? 

Mr. Kimerr. Well, several positions. I was a unit organizer and 
a unit literature agent, and a unit educational director. I was the 
assistant to the Los Angeles County membership director, and I was 
the alternate on the Los Angeles disciplinary committee. 

Those are a few of the main jobs I held. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were assistant membership director ? 

Mr. Kimete. For the Los Angeles County membership department, 
ves, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time did you hold that posi 
tion ¢ 

Mr. Kiwprer. 1936, 1937, 1938 and 1939, up until the time I was 
dropped from the Communist Party. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. As assistant membership director, did you have 
access to the membership records of the Communist Party of Los 
Angeles ? 

Mr. Kimertr. The Communist Party membership records were in my 
personal control at all times; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you in the hearing room at the time the 
previous witness was excused temporarily from the witness stand ? 

Mr. Kimpte. I was. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you know his name? 

Mr. Kimetr. I know the name that I knew him by. yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is that name ¢ 

Mr. Kimere. Louis Schneiderman, brother of William Schneider- 
man. I knew him very well here in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you identify the individual who preceded you 
on the stand as being the Louis Schneiderman that you knew 2 

Mr. Kimpre. He isthe same one: yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. On what do you base the statement that he is the 
same person you knew as Louis Schneiderman ? 

Mr. Kimete. I was very well acquainted with William Schneider 
man and Louis Schneiderman at the time that I was in the Communist 
Party here. I worked closely with him. I used to cart him around in 
my automobile considerably, and I knew him very well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend any closed Communist Party meet- 
ings with him? 

Mr. Kimete. I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. How frequently / 

Mr. Kiwerte. A minimum of 4 or 5 times a year during the years 
of 1935, 1936. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you what purports to be a 1938 registration 
blank of the industrial section. and ask you to state what it is. 

(Document handed to the witness. ) 
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Mr. Kruptr. That is an authentic 1938 Communist Party registra- 
tion blank. From this registration blank the Communist Party 
membership books were made, and the Communist Party membership 
records maintained. 

Mr. Tavenner. What connection, if any, have you had with that 
particular blank which is before you 4 

Mr. Kimete. This particular blank was filled out in the Communist 
Party unit and sent back to the membership department, and from 
this blank the membership book for the year 1938 was filled out, and 
the 1938 membership record for the Communist Party membership 
records was made out. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that blank show the name of the person who 
registered for the year 1938 ? 

Mr. Kinpece. It does. 

Mr. TavenNER. What is the name? 

Mr. Kimece. Lou Schneiderman. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer a photostatic copy of the document 
in evidence, and ask that it be marked “Kimple Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Mocutper. The document will be so marked and admitted in 
evidence. (See p. 4029.) 

Mr. Moutper. May I inquire, does it have a signature on it? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. It isa printed name. 

I hand you another card, which is marked “Kimple Exhibit No. 2” 
for identification only, and ask you to tell us what it is. 

Mr. Kimpte. This is the control card for the first half of 1937 in the 
Communist Party membership records and in the Communist Party 
membership book. The last page in the membership book is a control 
card, and at the end of June of the year the membership department 
checks the membership books, and if the member is paid up in dues 
this control card is filled out, detached from the book and sent back to 
the membership department. That way the membership department 
knows that it has an active, dues-paying member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that an original record? 

Mr. Kimete. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Whose control card is it ? 

Mr. Kimpere. That is also for Louis Schneiderman. 

Mr. Taverner. Will you read what appears on the card? 

Mr. Kimerr. Printed is: 

Control card, first half of 1937. Book No. 75373. 


And I might add here that the book number of the Communist 
Party membership book and the control card were the same. 


Name: Louis Schneiderman. State— 





and then there is a date 
6-22-37. County: L.A. City: L.A. District 13. Section IND— 
which meant industrial. 


Unit: Teamsters. Occupation: driver. Union: Teamsters. Mass organization: 
blank. Male: yes. Female: blank. Age:27. Negro: blank. White— 


with an X. 


Native: with an X. Foreign-born: blank. Dues paid up to and including month 
of June. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer a photostatic copy of the document 
in evidence, and ask that it be marked “Kimple Exhibit No. i 
Mr. Movutper. The document will be so marked and admitted in evi- 


dence. 
KIMPLE EXHIBIT No. 2 
J 
Control Card First Half of 1937 
2 "95373 
cet se ners PoKT Ting « 
City... 24.5 A, 





Unit. torsade, 
° or . 
Deoupation Kere242... Union ... 44 Sctrre 72.2. 
| Mass organization ta as wakes Eww clk FEGAS ive hc be Ke 
Male. Alga Female.......... heo....>./ ee 
Mire. ..V...... White... 2%... Native... .@%.... 
Foreign-born .......... : 

Dues paid up to and including moath of... A44r4. . 
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Mr. Tavenner. I notice from Exhibit No. 2 that the form of the 
card is such that the individual must indicate whether he is a Negro 
or white person. 

The Communist Party must know whether the individual is a 
Negro or a white person, That is correct, is it not ¢ 

Mr. Kiwerr. That is correct, ves, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were all of the records of » Communist Party 
at that time required to be kept in that form # 

Mr. Kimere. I am sorry. I don’t quite understand your question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were of the control cards of the Communist 
Party members during the period that you were a member of the 
Co anaes Party required to show whether a member was a member 
of the Negro race or the white race / 

Mr. Kimp.ir. They were, ye, sir. 

Mr. Taverner. Why was that ? 

Mr. Kimere. Well, the Communist Party kept an annual list of 
all Communist Party members, and it was broken down as to nation- 
ality, race, color, et cetera. 

Mr. Tavenner. So much has been said by representatives of the 
Communist Party as to there being no distinction or no discrimina- 
tion between race or color, and I was wondering the reasons for ask- 
ing what one’s race is on the ecard. 

I hand you another document and ask you to examine it. It is 
marked “Kimple Exlibit No. 3° for identification only. 
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Will you tell us what it is, please. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Kimpie. That is a 1938 Communist Party membership book, 
made out to L. Schneiderman, State of California, District 15, County 
Los Angeles, City Los Angeles, Section Industrial, Unit Teamsters, 
and the book was issued on the 12th month, the 8th day, in the 37th 
year. And it carries the official Communist Party seal with the 
stamped signature of W. Schneiderman. It is paid up in dues through 
the month of October. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state whether or not that is the original 
Communist Party book of Louis Schneiderman ? 

Mr. Kimrre. It is, yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. The same person who appeared just ahead of you 
on the witness stand 4 

Mr. Kimpir. It is. 

Mr. Tavenner. And answered to the name of Louis Sherman ? 

Mr. Kimerer. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer a photostatic COpPy of the document 
in evidence, and ask that it be marked “Kimple Exhibit No. 3.” 

Mr. Movunper. The document will be so marked and admitted in 
evidence. (See pp. 4052 and 4033.) 

May I ask now, on what do you base your answer that this ddtcu- 
ment is his Communist Party book. 

Mr. Kimete. My knowledge of it. I base my answer on that, on the 
personal acquaintanceship I had with him, knowing him, knowing 
in What part of the Communist Party he was functioning, and rec- 
ognizing this book as an official Communist Party book made out to 
him. And there was only one Louis Schneiderman in the Communist 
Party here in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions of this witness, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Movutper. Any questions, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. 

Mr. Movuuper. The witness is excused. 

Or do you want him temporarily excused ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like for him to stand aside. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is temporarily excused. 

Mr. Kimpte. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Movutper. The subpena which has been served upon you will 
remain in full force and effect (Witness temporarily excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Now may I ask Mr. Sherman to return to the wit- 
ness stand. 
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KIMPLE ExHIsiIt No. 3—Continued 





TESTIMONY OF LOUIS R. SHERMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
BEN MARGOLIS—Resumed 


Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Sherman, I hand you “Kimple Exhibit No. 3,” 
and ask you to examine it and tell the committee whether or not that 
was your Communist Party membership book. 

(Document placed on the witness table.) 

Mr. SHerman. I refuse to answer that question, Mr. Tavenner, on 
the same ground earlier stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you examine the book ? 

Mr. SuermMan. No, I did not. 

Mr. Scuerer. I want to ask one question. 

You have just heard the testimony of William Kimple, have you 
not ? 

Mr. Suerman. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is anything that William Kimple told this commit- 
tee about you untrue? 

Mr. SHerMAN. Mr. Kimple is well known in this area, I understand, 
as an informer and a stool pigeon. 

I would not engage in any debate or discussion on the subject. 
Therefore, I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think he is a fine American and has done a great 
job here in the Los Angeles area. 

But, whether you class him as a stool pigeon or not, my question is 
whether or not anything he said about you is untrue, no matter what 
you call him. 

Mr. SuerMan. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 

earlier stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. We always talk about dr: awing an inference. I am 
just going to ask what other inference can anyone draw than that 
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Kimple was telling the absolute truth because you refuse to even deny 
one iota of his testimony when you have an opportunity to do so, 
and have had an opportunity to hear his testimony. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scurerer. Who can criticize anybody for drawing an inference 
from your invocation of the fifth amendment under those circum- 
stances ¢ 

Mr. Surerman. Creatures who get paid money for being informers 
and stool pigeons are the last ones in the world that should be listened 
to or given any credence to. 

Mr. Scruerer. But still you will not deny that he has told the truth ? 

Mr. SuermMan. I have answered the question on the grounds earlier 
Stated 

Mr. Scurrer. You refused toanswer. You didn’t answer. 

Mr. Suerman. That is right, I refuse to answer in case there is 
any doubt in your mind. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Schneiderman- 

Mr. SHerman. My name is Sherman, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TavenNner. Do you deny your name is Schneiderman ? 

Mr. SuerMan. I have answered that question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask you to direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Mouuper. The witness is directed to answer. 

Mr. SuermMan. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 
earlier stated, 

Mr. Taverner. Mr. Schneiderman, I hand you a copy of a March 
25, LD47, issue of the Daily People’s Workd and call your attention to 
an article rec iting that Lou Sherman, presi lent, ( Ae). W arehouse- 
men’s eee. Local 26, and others had formed a citizens’ committee 
to elect Elsie M. Monjar, Communist, running for the city council. 

Will you examine the article, please. 

( Document pl: iced on the witness table.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state to the committee whether or not in 

1947 you were endeavoring to assist the Communist Party in the area 
Los Angeles by the formation of such a committee as referred to 
in that article ? 

Mr. Sierman. I repeat, Mr. Tavenner, I am not accountable to 
this committee for any of my beliefs, my associations, my background 
and my history. ~ 

Therefore, I refuse to answer your question, again on the same con- 
stitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you the December 19, 1947, issue of the 
Daily People’s World, and call your attention to an article entitled 

“Real Busy Meeting. Local 26 Elects, Registers Petitions.” 

( Document placed on the witness table.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine it? 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any reason why you do not desire w 
examine it ? 

Mr. Sierman. Will you repeat the question ? 

Mr. Taverner. Will you examine the paper that I have presented 
to you’ 

(‘The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. SuermMan. I don’t care to examine the document. Will you 
kindly repeat the question ? 
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Mr. Tavenner. Do you fully recall what I am speaking about 
without refreshing your recollection by examining the article? 

Mr. Surerman. I fail to see any connection between the registration 
of citizens to vote and a Communist plot. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I have the article / 

( Document handed to Mr. Tavenner. ) 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. This article shows that a total of 110 a of 
the Independent Progressive Party were being circulated : 
local meeting at a time when you were president. 

Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not that was being 
done at the instance of and as a part of the plan of the Communist 
Party / 

Mr. SuerMan. It seems to me that your question deals with a matter 
relating to what our union did at a certain time. 

I don't propose to get into any discussion about any of the internal 
affairs of our union. The executive board of our union has decided 
that this committee is not serving a useful legislative purpose, and 
members subpenaed before it should not cooperate to that extent. 

What you are insinuating— 

Mr. Scuerer. You say that isa decision of the union ¢ 

Mr. SuHerMan. It is a matter relating to the internal affairs of 
our union. 

Mr. Scurrer. You say it is a decision of the union that the mem- 
bers shall not cooperate with the committee / 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. SuermMan. I am repeating a very brief version, by the way, 
some of the substance of what the position is that was adopted by the 
executive board of our union last Wednesday night. 

Mr. Scuerer. How many of that executive board are members of 
the Communist Party / 

(‘The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Marcouts. Why don’t you let him answer one question at a time 
instead of constantly interrupting, Mr. Scherer ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. I will ask these questions the way I see fit. 

Mr. Maregorts. You appear to be doing that. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Suerman. I have lost track of the questions, Mr. Tavenner. 
I am not sure which of the two I should answer first. 

Mr. Scuerer. I will withdraw the first question, and ask you— 

Mr. SuerMan. Which one do you want me to answer / 

Mr. Scuerer. Ask you how many members of your executive board 
are members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Suerman. I don’t think I should dignify your question with 
any suggestion of an answer. I would refuse on constitutional grounds 
to answer that question. 

I thought that Mr. Tavenner was asking something relating to a 
policy or a position that was adopted by our —— 

Mr. Tavenner. No, I absolutely did not. T did not ask you for any 
action taken by your union. I am asking for action that was taken 
by vou or some other person in presenting 110 petitions at that meeting. 

To be more specific, did you present any of the 110 petitions at 
that meeting ? 


your 
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Mr. Suerman. I will refuse to answer your question on the grounds 
that discussing any of the affairs of a labor union are really not the 
property of this committee. But I will take the liberty, if Iam allowed 
to read a portion of a statement adopted by our union ‘executive board 
dealing with this matter—— 

Mr. Scurrer. As long as he is refusing to answer and takes the fifth 
amendment, he cannot ‘Tead any statement. If he answers the ques- 
tions, we will give him all day to read a statement. But he hasn’t 
answered one significant question we have asked. He has refused to 
answer. 

Mr. Suerman. Let the record show, Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Scuerer. He hasn’t even told us what his name is. 

Mr. SuermMan. That the witness has not limited his claim of priv- 
ilege to the fifth amendment only. Only Mr. Scherer seems 

Mr. Scurrer. It is the only one we recognize. 

Mr. Surerman. Mr. Scherer seems to prefer the fifth amendment. 
I will repeat: Any privileges claimed before this committee are the 
Ist and 5th amendments and the 9th and 10th amendments of the 
United States Constitution. 

Mr. Moutper. Yes; the record reveals that. 

Mr. Suerman. I would also like to ask at this time, since reference 
has been made to a policy adopted by the union, that the union execu- 
tive board statement adopted Wednesday night of this week be intro- 
duced into the record as the official statement that I introduce in my 
own behalf. I subscribe to it. I will adhere to every single word in it, 
and I offer it in evidence. 

Mr. Mourper. The statement will be filed. 

Mr. Scnerer. No. I object to it being filed as a part of the record. 
If he answers the question how many Communists were on the board 
that adopted that statement, I will agree that it go in. But, until he 
answers that, I object to any action of a union board with reference 
to its attitude toward this committee being offered or made a part of 
this record. 

Mr. Surrman. That reinforces my belief, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Movutper. It is filed as a part of the proceedings. That doesn’t 
mean that it isa part of the printed record. 

(The statement referred to was filed for the information of the com- 
mittee to be retained in its files. ) 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Let me go back to the question I originally asked 
you. It was not a matter relating to any policy of your union at all. 
What I am interested in is the policy of the Communist Party in the 
promotion of the interest of the Independent Progressive Party. 1 
am going to ask you again who took the 110 petitions for the Inde- 
pendent Progressive Party to your union meeting? 

Mr. Suerman. Do you want me to name the 110 a se who circu- 
lated petitions to put the Progressive Party on the ballot in California ? 

Mr. Tavennrr. No. We have quite a bit of evidence about that. 
But who took them to this meeting ? 

Mr. Suerman. I really don’t remember. But if I did I would still 
refuse to answer the question on the same constitutional grounds. 


Mr. Tavenner. Whose plan was it to take these petitions to your 
meeting ? 
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Mr. Suerman. The same question—— 

Mr. TaveNnNER. Was it the Communist Party ? 

Mr. SHerman. With the same answer. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you aware of the plan of the Communist Party 
to substitute the Independent Progressive Party for the Communist 
Party on the ballot in the State of ¢ ‘alifornia ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Suerman. | think you are assuming something that is your 
own private opinion. But I choose to refuse to answer your question. 

Mr. Tavenner. You could probably enlighten the committee. The 
committee has heard considerable evidence on that subject. In your 
prominence possibly you could help the committee if you would, if you 
were willing. 

Mr. Suerman. I would never stoop to the level of the informers to 
help this committee violate any part of the Bill of Rights of the Con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that because in 1947 you were a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have answered that. I refuse on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a subscriber to the Daily People’s 
World? 

Mr. Suerman. Now we are dealing with the whole question of free- 
dom of the press and freedom to read the press. I read a lot of news- 
papers. It is part of my job asa representative of the union to read the 
labor press and a lot of the other metropolitan papers in and around 
the State of California. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will youanswer the question, please / 

Mr. SuerMan. In response to that specitic question, I don’t believe 
I have to answer as to whether I have read or subscribed to this par- 
ticular paper or any other paper. I wouid refuse to answer that ques- 
tion on constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavennen. The question is whether or not you were a subscrib- 
er. Does that change your answer ¢ 

Mr. Surrman. No. My answer isstill the same. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the December 24, 1947, issue of the 
Daily People’s World, you reminded the stewards of your union that 
they should subscribe to the Daily People’s World. Did you do that? 

Mr. Sureman. I don’t recall the incident, Mr. Tavenner, but if I 
did I would still refuse to answer the question on the same consti- 
tutional grounds. It happened to be an internal affair. That is the 
right of a union—solely to determine its own affairs, and the right of 
the members to determine the policies of the union and who their 
officers and representatives shall be. If you intend to go into that 
matter I shall refuse to answer that question on that particular ground 
in addition to the usual grounds offered earlier. 

Mr. Scnerer. May I make this observation, Mr. C hairman, that the 
union certainly does have the right to determine its own internal affairs 
and elect its own officers. But the union in so doing should have all 
of the facts concerning its officers. 

Mr. SuHermMan. Are you proposing to be—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Some facts should not be hidden from them 

Mr. SuerMan. Are you proposing to be the last word ? 
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Mr. Scuer -. Namely, Communist membership of some of ‘ts offi- 
cers. If they know that and still want to elect them, then that is per- 
fec ‘tly allr ight. 

Mr. Surrman. Apparently you see it your function to tell the mem- 
bers of our union and many other unions who their elected representa- 
tives shall be. 

Mr. Scuerer. I didn’t say that. 

Mr. SiterMan. That is exactly what you inferred. 

You would like to be the judge of who shall be the elected repre- 
sentatives of labor unions in this country. 

Mr. Scuerer. [ just say that I think every union member has the 
right to oes who in its membership are members of the Communist 
Party and what the correct names and what the background of its 
oflicers are so that they can exercise a free choice. And then, know- 
ing that background, if they still want to elect that individual, they 
have the perfect right to do so. 

Mr. Movurprer. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of a petition of the 
Inde spende nt Progressive Party of California, at the end of which 
there is an affidavit bearing date the 26th day of January 1948. 

(Document placed on the witness table.) 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you examine it, om and state who signed 
the affidavit ? 

Mr. Surrman. I am sorry I don’t follow your question, Mr. Tav- 
enner. Would you mind repeating it ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the petition and state whether 
or not you signed the aflidavit that appears at the bottom of it / 

Mr. SuerMan. I don’t propose to examine the affidavit, but I would 
like to hear your question again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Again? 

Mr. Scuerer. Wait a minute. I move that the witness be directed 
to examine the document in order that Mr. Tavenner may propound 
the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the document in evidence, and ask that it be 
marked “Sherman Exhibit No. 1,” for identification. 

Mr. Movtper. The exhibit will be so marked and admitted in evi- 
dence. 

(This exhibit is similar to Kalman Bloch exhibit No. 1, p. 3957, and 
will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the com- 
mittee’s records. ) 

Mr. Movutper. Now the exhibit is before you, Mr, Sherman, and 
you are directed to examine it for the purpose of qualifying yourself 
to answer questions or to decline to answer questions which may be 
pr opounded by counsel. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. SuerMan. I am going to refuse to answer any questions con- 
cerning this document. So I, therefore, propose to refuse to examine 
the document. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the affidavit at the end of the docu- 
ment appears over the name of the affiant, Louis Sherman. 

And it states under oath that Louis Sherman was the person who 
circulated that document and who procured the signatures on that 
document. 











COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE LOS ANGELES, CALIF., AREA 4039 











Mr. Movunper. I do not believe the witness was asked a question as 


to whether or not he did circulate the petition and sign the aflidavi 
vou referred to. 


Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you obtain the signatures 
document presented to you 4 


Mr. SuermMan. I again refuse to answer the question on the same 
grounds earlier indicated. 


Mr. ‘Tavenner. Was it a part of the Communist Party plan that 


uppearing on the 


A 


you —o | circulate that document and obtain others in your union 
to follow your bidding in such action / 

Mr. SuerMan. It seems to me that Henry Wallace was the founder 
of the third party movement in this country some years ago, which 
ee in the establishment of this party. 

I don’t propose to go into it, Mr. Tavenner. I don’t think it is a 
proper subject for the inquiry of this committee. And I properly will 
refuse to answer this question on constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. The unions and everybody else have the right to know 
whether any of its officers are using the unions to promote Communist 
Party programs within the union. They have that right to that 
knowledge. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. Then, as I said before, if, having that knowledge, 
they want to take certain action, they have a right to do it. And this 
committee proposes to show how the Communist Party used the 
unions in certain cases to promote objectives of the Communist Party 
and not necessarily the fine objectives of the union, and without the 
knowledge of the rank and file. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Tavenner, those remarks of Mr. Scherer are 
highly offensive and insulting to the members of the union I represent. 
It assumes that they haven’t got enough brains to make up their own 
minds about any question, whether it be political or economic. 

I just want to remind you th: at any position that this union has ever 
taken on any matter, whether it involves wages or politics or economics, 
have been taken with the knowledge and the approval of the me »mbers 
of our union. 

Mr. Scuerer. Have you told the union at any time that you were 
an active member of the Communist Party 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. SHERMAN. You are assuming something, Mr. Scherer 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask you direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Srerman. I have stated on innumerable earlier occasions that 
I will refuse to answer that and any of the similar questions on con- 
stitutional grounds. That is an invasion of the privacy and of the 

rights of any American, and I don’t propose to allow this committee to 
do; it tome. 

Mr. Scuerer. When you are not under oath and when you are at 
union meetings don’t you think the union has the right to know from 
you, when you are not under oath, whether or not you are a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 
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Mr. Suerman. If you were a member of the union you would have 
a right to get up and propose that. I doubt if the members of our 
union would listen to you. 

Mr. Scuerer. You still evaded the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Holding the positions that you have held since 1947 
in your local union, were you required to sign what is known as the 
Taft-Hartley affidavit, affidavit of non-Communist union officer? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Suerman. This again, Mr. Tavenner, is a matter that involves 
the internal affairs of our union. Various unions choose to comply or 
not to comply, depending upon their own peculiar circumstances, con- 
ditions, or their own choosing. Whether our union does it or does not, 
whether we signed or did not sign is a matter, I believe, for union mem- 
bers to determine. And it is an internal matter of the unon, and not a 
subject for inquiry of this committee. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let’s correct that a little bit. That isa law. 

Whether you agree with the law or not, I assume that all unions fol- 
low the law. And we are very much interested in whether or not an 
individual complies with the provisions of the Taft-Hartley law. 

It certainly is a proper subject of investigation of this committee 
because it deals directly with a union member saying whether or not 
he is a member of the Communist Party. And that is what we are 
investigating. 

Mr. Moutper. You mean officers. 

Mr. Suerman. Mr. Scherer, you are inferring that unions that do 
not so-called comply are perhaps living outside the law. 

May I remind you that there are some great labor organizations in 
this country, like the United Mine Workers and International Typo- 
graphical Union, who do not choose to abide by the affidavit provisions 
of the Taft- Hartley law. But I would say unequivocally that every 
labor union in this country abides by the law. And whether or not 
: seeks to exercise its rights under the National Labor Relations Act 
is a matter primarily of its own choosing. Some do and some don’t. 

But don’t attribute any evil motives to those that may or may not. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have taken 10 minutes to avoid answering my 
question. 

Were you required as an officer to sign a non-Communist affidavit ? 

Mr. Suerman. I refuse to answer that question on the same con- 
stitutional grounds announced earlier. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of a non-Communist 
union officer’s affidavit mar rked “Sherman Exhibit No. 2,” and I ask you 
to examine it and state whether or not you signed it. 

(Document placed on the witness table.) 

Mr. Suerman. I will refuse to answer that question. Therefore, it 
is no use or need for me to examine the document. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence, and ask 
that it be marked “Sherman Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Moviper. The document will be so marked and admitted in 
evidence. 

(This exhibit is similar to Al Caplan exhibit No. 1, p. 4056, and will 
not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the com- 
mittee’s records. ) 
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Mr. Moutper. I would suggest that, first, the witness be directed 
to examine the document in order that he might have an opportunity 
to qualify himself to answer the questions you may ask him about it. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. SuerMan. I will answer no questions about this document, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Moutper. Do you also decline or refuse to examine it? 

Mr. SHerman. Therefore, there is no need for me to examine this 
document I refer to. 

Mr. TavenNnER. What is the date of the sworn statement ? 

Mr. WHeeEter. The 12th day of January 1956. 

Mr. TavenNER. The document reads as follows: 

The undersigned, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

“1. Tam a responsible officer of the union named below ; 

“2. I am not a member of the Communist Party or affiliated with such party ; 

“3. I do not believe in and I am not a member of nor do I support any organ- 
ization that believes in or teaches the overthrow of the United States Govern- 
ment by force or by any illegal or unconstitutional means.” 


Warehouse, Processing and Distribution Workers Union, Local 26, Interna- 
tional Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union. 


(Signature) Louts R. SHERMAN, 
Seerctary-Treasurer, 
9517 Ceylon Avenue, Los Angeles 45, Calif. 
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 12th day of January 1956, a notary 
public or other person authorized by law to administer oaths and take acknowl- 
edgements in and for the county of Los Angeles, State of California. 
My commission expires November 27, 1959. 


Jacob Lehman is the signature. 

Were you a member of the Communist Party on the 12th: day of 
January 1956, the date of this sworn affidavit? 

Mr. SHerMan. I refuse to answer that question on the same con- 
stitutional grounds announced earlier. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer in evidence a second affidavit of non-Com- 
munist union officer marked “Sherman Exhibit No. 3,” for identifica- 
tion, bearing date of January 6, 1955, and I will ask you to examine 
it and state whether or not you gave that sworn statement on the date 
indicated. 

Mr. Movutper. The document wili be so marked and admitted in 
evidence. 

(Document placed on the witness table. ) 

Mr. SuerMan. I will again refuse to answer that question on the 
same constitutional grounds indicated earlier. 

Mr. Moutper. Witness, you are directed to examine the document 
referred to by counsel, marked “Sherman Exhibit No. 3.” 

Mr. SHERMAN. For the same reason, Mr. Chairman, I will refuse 
to examine the document. It is unnecessary since I am not going to 
answer the question anyway. 

Mr. TavenNnerR. Were you a member of the Communist Party on the 
6th day of January 1955? 

Mr. Suerman. I refuse to answer that question on the same consti- 
tutional grounds announced earlier. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you execute a non-Communist affidavit for the 
year 1954? 

Mr. Suerman. I will again refuse to answer that question on the 
same constitutional grounds. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time during January of the year 19544 

Mr. Suerman. | again refuse to answer that question on the same 
constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you execute a non-Communist affidavit under 
the Taft-Hartley Act for the vear 1953 ¢ 

Mr. Suerman. I again refuse to answer that question on the same 
constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a nember of the Communist Party at any 
time during January of 1953 ? 

Mr. Surrman. The same question ; the same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner, Were youa member of the Communist Party during 
any day of January 1952? 

Mr. Surerman. | will decline to answer on the same constitutional 
grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the vear 1951 4 

Mr. SuermMan. The same answer. 

Mr. TAVENNER. 1950? 

Mr. SuermMan. The same answer. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. 1949 ¢ 

Mr. SurerMan. The same answer. 

Mr. TAVENNER. 1948? 

Mr. SuerMan. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
any time during the year 1947 ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party now ? 

Mr. SHerMan. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Movutprer. Any questions, Mr. Scherer / 

Mr. Scurrer. No questions. 

Mr. Mounper. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Thomas A. Chapman. 

Mr. Movuxtper. Will you hold up your right hand and be sworn, 
ple ase, 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
give before the committee will be the tr uth, the whole truth and noth- 
ing but the truth, so help you, God ¢ 

Mr. CuarpmMan. Yessir. 


TESTIMONY OF THOMAS A. CHAPMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSET. 
BEN MARGOLIS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir / 

Mr. Cuapman. Thomas Chapman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have a middle initial ? 

Mr. Cuapman. A. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record. 
Mr. Marcorts. Ben Margolis, of Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Chapman ? 

Mr. CuarmMan. November 25, 1913, city of New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you now reside in Los Angeles ? 

Mr. Crrapman. I do. 
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Mr. TAaveNNER. 
fornia ? 

Mr. CHAPMAN. Since 1935. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you tell the committee briefly what your 
mal educational training has been ¢ 

Mr. Cuarman. I graduated from the New York City high school 

system, and I had 4 years of college. I would say that my ‘real edu- 
cation began during the depression, when I went around looking for 
a job, and that my education, at least in the question of democratic 
unionism, came when I affiliated with the greatest democratic union 
in the world, the International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s 
Union (ILWU) whose members decide union polic y and who are 
responsible to no one in the determination of union policy. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, having volunteered that speech when my ques- 
tion was related solely to your formal educational training—— 

Mr. CuApman. The question was of education, which I answered 
properly, Mr. 'Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. You know what my question was, 
to your formal educational training. 

Mr. Cuarman,. And it is well known that education begins in the 
outside world and is not solely confined to the school system. 

Mr. Scurrer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer. 

Mr. Movtper. I understand the witness has answered the question. 
He has completed his answer, 

Mr. Cuarman. Yes, my answer is complete. But Mr. 
keeps raising it over and over again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive any part of your educational train- 
ing at the People’s Educational Center in the city of Los Angeles? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Cuapman. I refuse to answer that question 
constitutional rights. 

I believe that a man has the right to study for himself in any way 
he chooses, to read what he chooses, to associate with whom he chooses 
to associate, and to develop himself and learn about life and about 
what he wishes to know. 

I think this right is protected by the first amendment of the Consti- 
tution. 

Where I go to school is strictly my own affair, and this committee 
has no right to examine me on this question. It is a matter that is 
reserved to the individual. 

The sovereign rights of the individual in this country are guaran- 
teed under the 9th and 10th amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, which solely reserve to the people such rights as these, 
and which prevent Congress from inquiring into such matters because 
they are not given any authority to do so. 

On the basis of the 9th and 10th amendments alone, I could refuse 
to answer this question. 

It is also a violation of the first amendment of the Bill of Rights. 
On this ground I refuse to answer the question. 

It is a violation, furthermore, of the fifth amendment which this 
committee forces me, forces me to take—as they would put it— 
refuge in because they consistently attempt to pervert the meaning of 


How long have you resided in the State of Cali- 
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this amendment, the meaning of this amendment being historically to 
protect the innocent and not to shield the guilty. 

The Supreme Court has said recently, in the decision which has 
already been called to the attention of this body, that anybody who 
attempts to pervert the fifth amendment, as this committee does, and 
to say that it is an admission of guilt, is making a hollow mockery of 
the United States Constitution and also of the Supreme Court. 

The committee has shown by its action that it so mocks the Consti- 
tution and the Supreme Court as well. It is for this reason that the 
executive board of our union acted as it did in connection with the 
committee, and I will not answer or cooperate with the committee 
because I will defend the right of unions to organize, and of members to 
believe as they choose, to determine their own union policy against the 
assaults of this committee, which is trying to do a job on our local in 
Los Angeles. 

Mr. Mouvper. Very well. 

Now the witness is directed to answer the question. 

[ might say, too, as chairman of the subcommittee, I am probabl 
very lenient and tolerant with many witnesses who have made ond 
statements as you have made. 

Mr. CuarpmMan. May I say, I appreciate this very much. 

Mr. Moutper. To a reasonable degree. But let’s not carry it too 
far. 

And you are directed now to either answer the question or decline 
to answer, as you may choose to do. 

Mr. Cuapman. In the future I can simply refuse on these constitu- 
tional grounds that I have already stated. And I will be very happy 
to do so. 

May I also say that I appreciate very much the opportunity to say 
what I already have said. 

Since so many people seem to be cut off, I appreciate this opportu- 
nity. And I will try to cooperate with the committee and make 
my answers brief as possible. 

‘Mr. Moutper. Now you are directed to answer the question pro- 
pounded by counsel. 

Mr. Cuapman. I believe I have. Have I not said I refused to 
answer on constitutional grounds? 

Mr. Moutper. You refuse under the provisions of the Constitution ? 

Mr. CuapmMan. Yes; under all of these amendments, I refuse to 
answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you copies of the April and October 1947 
announcement of courses at the People’s Educational Center and ask 
you whether or not, as shown by those announcements, you taught 
during those terms at the People’s ‘Educational Center. 

(Documents placed on the witness table. ) 

Mr. Cuapman. There is no need for me to examine these documents 
since I shall refuse to answer all questions concerning them. 

Mr. Scnerer. I ask you to direct the witness to answer. 

Mr. Mov per. The witness is directed to examine the documents 
presented by counsel for the purpose of informing himself so that 
he might answer or decline to answer the questions as may be pro- 
pounded by counsel. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 
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Mr. CuapmMan. You have already advised me that the document 
refers to the People’s Educational Center, and I will answer no 
questions concerning the People’s Educational Center, So there is no 
need for me to examine the document. 

Mr. TavENNER. Why? 

Mr. CuapmMan. What? 

Mr. Tavenner. Why do you refuse to answer any questions regard- 
ing that educational center ¢ 

Mr. CuapMan. On all the grounds previously cited. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the two documents in evidence, ask 
that they be marked “Thomas A. Chapman Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2,” 
respectively, and filed in the committee records. 

Mr. Movutper. The two documents referred to by counsel will be so 
marked and filed for the information of the committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not 
you were the author of an article appearing in the November 15, 1944, 
issue of the People’s World, entitled “Criticizing Critics,” which I 
hand you. 

(Document placed on the witness table. ) 

Mr. Cuapman. There is no need for me to examine this document 
because I will not answer any questions concerning these subject mat 
ters of the Daily People’s World, which has been—you have already 
told me about—under constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to examine the docu- 
ment. 

Mr. Mounper. The witness is directed to examine the document. 

Mr. Cuapman. I will repeat that for the benefit of the committee, 
which apparently they didn’t hear the first time: I will refuse to 
answer any questions concerning this document. So there is no need 
for me to examine the document. And I am refusing and basing my 
refusal on constitutional grounds, though I must say I can’t under- 
stand why whether a person wrote an article for a paper is a subject 
for investigation by this committee, whether it is true or not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just be a little patient and we may be able to explain 
it. This article shows that you were the feature editor of the Daily 
People’s World. Will you tell us over how long a period you were 
the feature editor of the Daily People’s World? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Cuapman. You are making an assumption, Counselor, that I 
was in fact the editor of the People’s World. I will not go on this 
kind of assumption. I am going to refuse to answer all questions of 
this kind because they are an invasion of my right of privacy, and on 
the constitutional grounds heretofore cited. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is counsel’s assumption incorrect ? 

Mr. Cuapman. I am not even going to discuss the matter with you 
because it invades my right of privacy. I will not answer any ques 
tions concerning such matters. I base myself on my constitutional 
rights. I wouldn’t answer, either, if you asked me if I wrote an article 
for the Warehouse News. 

Mr. Tavenner. You asked me the reason why I asked you the 
question. 


Mr. Scuerer. Justa minute. Read that last answer. 
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Mr. Mounper. He said he would not answer if he wrote an article 
for the Warehouse News. 


Mr. Cuarman. No. The Warehouse News. That is a union publi- 
cation. 

Mr. Scurrer. That statement certainly indicates the witness is not 
invoking his constitutional grounds in good faith. It is obvious. 

Mr. CuarmMan. Ask me the question. I will make my constitutional 
grounds clear. That happens to be a union public ation. Do you in- 
tend to inquire into union publications also, Congressman? When do 
you intend to stoop that low? I can understand your trying to assault 
and break unions. 

I would like you to ask me that question. Please ask me if I ever 
wrote anything for the Warehouse News. 

Mr. Scurrer. Let the record show that the witness is almost violent 
in his actions on the stand. 

Mr. Movunper. I want to warn the people in the hearing room. 

Mr. Scuerer. And that he is surly and sarcastic, 
Is exceptionally loud, because I assure you, si 
this matter referred for contempt. 

Mr. CHapman. Tam very glad, Congressman, to lower my voice. | 
will try to modulate it. And 1 do not wish te— 

Mr. Scurrer. We have tried to treat you right. You are 


One 


and that his voice 
r, that Lam vonge to have 


making 
of the typical speeches, we know. for the benefit ot your union 


here. 
Mr. CuarmMan. My union is under attack, Congressman. I must 
speak in its defense against you or anyone else who assaults it. And 


just Lecause at this moment you choose to modulate your voice instead 
of using your usual maniac: al tone is no reason why I must modulate 
mine. Tam a worker. I resent an attack on my union. Iam going 
to defend it. ve try to bust it if you want, and you won't bust it. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that the witness be escorted from the room b Vv 
the deputy marshal. 

Mr. Moviper. The request of my colleague Mr, Scherer is granted. 

Mr. Marcouts. He is willing to leave under his own power. There 
is no necessity for his being escorted. 

Mr. Scurerer. I ask that he be escorted. 

Deputy Marshal, will you remove him from the hearing room. He 
is In absolute contempt. 

Mr. Marcotts. He is ready to leave on his own power. 

Mr. Scuerer. Out of the room. 

Mr. Moviper. I wish to make this announcement: We are privileged 
to have with us in the hearing room Rabbi Max J. Merritt, who is ex- 
director of the Los Angeles Chapter of the American Jewish League 
Against Communism. 

Shall we stand in recess for 5 minutes? 

Mr. Tavenner. May I finish this? It will only take a minute. 
I mean if it is all right to just finish with this witness. 

I desire to offer into evidence marked for identification as “Thomas 
A. Chapman Exhibit No. 3,7 a photost: atic copy of a petition of the 
Independent Progressive Party of California, bearing the date the 

15th day of F ebruar yv 1948 at the end of which there is an affidavit by 
Thonn as A. Chapman, in which he states that he solicited the signa- 
tures appearing thereon. 














COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE LOS ANGELES, CALIF., AREA 4047 


Mr. Movutper. The exhibit will be marked as requested by counsel, 
and admitted in evidence. 

(This exhibit is similar to Kalman Bloch exhibit No. 1, p. 3957, 
and will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the 
committee’s records. ) 

Mr. TavenNeR. I also want to call to the COMMITEE e's attention that 
Elizabeth Anderson Wilson, who a ippeared as a witness before this 
committee in September of 1951, identified Tom Chapman as a person 
known to her to be a member of the Communist Party, and that at that 
time he was employed as a reader in a studio. 

I also want to call to the committee’s attention the testimony of Sol 
Shor, bearing date of March 12, 1953, at page 930 of the printed record. 
He identified Tom Chapman as a member of the Communist P arty. 

That is all Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Movutper. We will stand in recess for 2 period of five minutes. 

(Whereupon, a short recess was taken. Present: Representatives 
Moulder and Scherer. ) 

(The committee was reconvened at the expiration of the recess. 
Present: Representatives Moulder and Scherer.) 

Mr. Movutper. The committee will be in order and those persons in 
the corridors and those who desire to hear the proceedings will take 
their seats as quickly as possible. 

I wish to announce, or to request the United States Deputy Marshal 
to be diligent in observing the conduct of persons in the committee 
hearing room and, as requested by members of the committee, the 
United States Marshal is directed to remove any person from the 
hearing room who makes audible comment or makes any demonstration 
which will interrupt or disturb the proceedings being had by the com- 
mittee. 

Would you call your next witness, please ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Do I understand, Mr. Chairman, that statement and 
that order are made to the marshal without further direction from the 
committee ¢ 

Mr. Movtper. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Sidney London. 

Mr. Moutper. Hold up your right hand and be sworn, please. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
give before the committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Lonpon. I do so swear. 


TESTIMONY OF SIDNEY LONDON, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
BEN MARGOLIS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Lonpon. May I request that counsel be allowed to participate 
or sit down next to me? 

Mr. Moutper. Yes. You are entitled to have counsel if you prefer 
counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your counsel is beside you. Will you state your 
name, please ? 

Mr. Lonpon. My name is Sidney London. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Marcos. Ben Margolis, of Los Angeles. 
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Mr. TaveNNerR. When and where were you born, Mr. London? 

Mr. Lonvon. I was born on May 7, 1914 ,Youngstown, Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Lonpon. I reside in Monterey Park, Calif. 

Mr. TavennerR. How long have you resided in California ? 

Mr. Lonpon. Since 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Lonvon. High school and college. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you receive your college work? 

Mr. Lonpon. Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. TavenNER. How many years did you attend Brooklyn College? 

Mr. Lonpon. Six years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive a degree / 

Mr. Lonpon. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what field? 

Mr. Lonpon. A bachelor of arts. 

Mr. Tanner. When did you receive your degree ! 

Mr. Lonpon. I believe it was in the year of 1937. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee, please, what was your employ- 
ment prior to your coming to California in 19482 

Mr. Lonvon. To the best of my recollection, I was employed in a 
hair net manufacturing company and a textile export house, and 
served 3 years in the U nited States Army. 

Mr. TAavenner. Where did you have that employment, and in what 
years ¢ 

Mr. Lonpon. Those years were roughly—and I am not certain of the 
dates—bet ween the years of 1936 and 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the period of your service in the Armed 
Forces ¢ 

Mr. Lonpon. From November of 1942 to December of 1945. 

Mr. Movutper. In what branch of the service ? 

Mr. Lonpon. In the United States Army Air Force. 

Mr. Movutprer. Where were you assigned to duty ? 

Mr. Lonpon. I was mainly assigned to duty at an airfield in Cali- 
fornia. : 

Do you want the specific area ? 

Mr. Movunper. I want you to have the benefit of stating as fully 
as you please all information you have about your services in the 
Armed Forces of the United States. 

Mr. Lonpon. Of course, I went wherever I was assigned to.go, as 
all members of the Armed Forces. And I was assigned to serve at 
Muroc Airfield at Muroc, Calif. And I believe I was in several other 
camps, I know I was, throughout the country. 

I don’t particularly see the need for identifying the various places 
that the Army sent me. 

Mr. Movutper. That wasn’t my point. I want you to have the full 
opportunity for having a favorable reflection 

Mr. Lonpnon. Thank you. 

Mr. Movtper. Reflection upon you as an individual in connection 
with your services in the United States Armed Forces. And also to 
state whether or not your discharge was honorable. 

Mr. Lonpon. Oh, yes. I received an honorable discharge. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you were discharged from the Army, did you 
return to the city of New York? 
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Mr. Lonpon. That I did. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. How were you employed between the time of your 
discharge and your coming to California in 1948 ? 

Mr. Lonpon. I was employed by this hair net manufacturing com- 
pany for a period of several months, I don’t recall the exact period of 
time, and I was also employed after that by this export textile house. 

Mr. TavenNER. How were you employed prior to your induction 
into the Armed Forces in 1942? 

Mr. Lonpon. I was employed by this aforementioned hair net con- 
cern. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long had you been so employed ? 

Mr. Lonpvon. I had been employed there approximately 6 or 7 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that in the city of New York? 

Mr. Lonpon. In the city of New York. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you selected by the State committee of the 
Young Communist League of the State of New York to attend a 
special convention of the Young Communist League which was called 
by its national board in New York City on December 21 and 22, 1940? 

Mr. Lonpon. I do not recall this specific instance that the counselor 
is speaking of, nor would I, if I did recall, dignify that question or 
other questions of this nature with an answer that this committee 
wants me to give on the basis of attempting to prove something about 
the union to which I belong as being infiltrated or dominated or con 
trolled by some sinister forces such as might be represented according 
to the inference of this question by myself, and I therefore will re- 
fuse to answer this question on the grounds of the Ist, the 9th, the 
10th, and the 5th amendments. 

Mr. TavennerR. Were you secretary of the educational bureau of 
the Young Communist League in 1941 in the city of New York? 

Mr. Lonpon. I believe that I have stated my position on this, that 
any attempt being made to divide or influence the members of my 
union so that they can squabble among themselves as to who is or who 
is not a Communist, a Republican, a Democrat, and forget that they 
are trade unionists, is none of the committee’s business, and I will re- 
fuse to answer this question as I will all similar questions on the basis 
of the Ist, 9th, 10th, and 5th amendments. 

Mr. Mouuper. In any future questions propounded to you which 
you refuse to answer, you might state that you are reiterating the 
reasons for declining to answer which you have already given. Is that 
agreeable with you, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

Mr. Lonpon. All right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Young Communist 
League in the city of New York in 1941? 

Mr. Lonvon. Counselor Tavenner, I would like to make one posi- 
tion very clear. I am here because I am an active member of local 26 
of the International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the answer is not responsive to my 
question. 

Mr. Movutper. It certainly isn’t. It will help us expedite the pro- 
ceedings, if you refuse to answer or decline to answer for the reasons 
stated by you. It would help you and help us if you do so. 

Mr. Tavenner. What did you tell the committee your employment 
had been between 1948 and the present time in California? I know 
you testified to that, but I do not recall what you said. 
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Mr. Lonpon. I would like to have the question repeated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your employment in California be- 
tween 1948 and the present time / 

Mr. Lonpon. Betwee n 1948 and the present time, I was employed 
for several periods of time, different periods of time, by a shirt manu- 
facturing company, by two shirt manufacturing companies, I was 
employed in the ladies’ garment industry by one manufacturing com- 
pant y. And I am now ‘employed by the Thrifty Drug Co. in their 
warehouse. 

Mr.’ lavenner. When did your present employment begin ‘ 

Mr. Lonpnon. My present employment began in 1953. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where have you been employed between 1953 and 
the present time ? 

Mr. Lonpon. I have been employed by the Thrifty Drug Co., be- 
tween 1953 and the present time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where is that located? Is it in the city of Los 
Angeles? 

Mr. Lonpon. In the city of Los Angeles. 

_Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time, have you lived in the 

ty of Los Angeles? 

ie Lonpvon. I have. during that period of time, not lived in the 
city of Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where have you lived / 

Mr. Lonvon. I have lived in Culver City and Monterey Park dur- 
ing the whole period of time I have been employed by the Thrifty 
Drug Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have lived where / 

Mr. Lonpon. In Culver City and Monterey Park. 

Mr. Tavenner. During what part of that period have you lived in 
Culver City and what part at Monterey Park ? 

Mr. Lonpon. I am not sure of ~ exact accuracy of the time element 
here—but I did live in Culver City up to the year 1954, from the 
end of 1952 or beginning of 1953, ye then move <] to Montere Vv Park. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was vour employment prior to 1953 ? 

Mr. Lonpon. As I have already stated, [ was employed by several 
garment manufacturing concerns. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a document marked for ee 
as “Sidney London Exhi bit No. 1.” It is a photostatic copy of : 
Communist Party Independent Nominating Petition for the State of 
Ne w York for the election of Simon W. Gerson to the position of 
councilman for the Borough of Brooklyn. Will you examine it, please, 

Ts state whether or not the name of ‘Sidney London appears on line 
3 eae whether or not you signed it on that line ? 

(Document placed on the witness table.) 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Lonnon. I am not going to examine this document and I am 
not going to answer any questions in regard to this document on the 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think he should be directed to answer. 

Mr. Movtper. He has claimed the privileges under the previously 
stated grounds. He refuses to examine the document and also refuses 
to answer questions concerning it. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Sidney London Exhibit No. 1 

Mr. Movurprer. The document so marked is admitted in evidence. 
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SipnNeyY LONDON Exuipir No. 1 


COMMUNIST PARTY 


INDEPENDENT NOMINATING PETITION 
To the Board of Elections in the City of New York: 


I, the undersigned, do hereby state that I am a duly qualified voter of the political unit for which a 
nomination for public office is hereby made, that my place of residence is truly stated opposite my signature 
hereto and that I intend to support at the ensuing election, and I do hereby nominate the following named 
person as a candidate for nomination for public office to be voted for at the election to be held on the 2nd 
= oes, 1948, and that I select the name COMMUNIST PARTY as the name of the independent 
body making the nomination and 


FACTORY SMOKESTACK AND SHEAF OF WHEAT as the emblem of such body. 


IN 


NAME OF CANDIDATE PUBLIC OFFICE PLAC SE OF RESIDENCE PLACE OF BUSINESS 
COUNCILMAN ns 


MAME OF caNDIDATE | PU 
en 1th Avenue 2 Court Street 
SIMON W. GERSON Borough of Brookiyn 2. we orn 30 Overt Oxree 


I do hereby appoint: 


DOROTHY CACCHIONE, residing at 8750 Bay Parkway, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
NORMAN SCHRANK, residing at 1728 63rd Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
BEATRICE SACKS, residing at 1414 W. 5th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y 
RICHARD M. JONSON, residing at 99 N. Portland Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y 
MARGARET KRUMBEIN, residing at 1114 Park Place, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


all of whom are voters within such political unit, as a committee to fill vacancies in accordance with the 
provision of the election law. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand the day and year ae apne my teecensann 


} 
DATE FULL NAME OF SIGNER RESIDENCE anny city 


| District 


d : ’ Tit Eee — a 6 


Borough of 
elas amaeant oa lie a eo 
—— 
State or New York, laa Oi cial ict Ce Se ae ee 


City or New York, ss 


County og _KINcs, | 
Frtaaete , being duly sworn, says: I am a duly qualified voter of 


Name of Witness 
the State of New York and now reside in the Borough of Brooklyn, City of New York, in the County of Kings 
in such state at a2 ieex Brooklyn, N. Y., therein. I was last registered 
in 8 Number) = 


for the general election in ‘the year io’ “from 563 Joa Ct iaataAe S€iet- Brooklyn, N. Y., in the 
eet ahd House 
Borough of Brooklyn, City of New York, in the County of Kings, in suc ch state. The said residence was then 


New York City New York 


in the 4 Election District of the Assembly District, Kings County. I know each of the voters 


(Pi tn N ber) (Full in Number) oO 
whose names are subscribed to the above sheet of the foregoing petition containing é. signatures and 


each of them subscribed the same in my presence and upon so subscribing declared to me “the at the foregoing 
statement, made and subscribed by him or her, was true. en 


Sworn to before me, this... e 


of 7 oven “ ean tek 
Su A e ° (Bignature of Witness) 


te ot Oficer) > 


° 141 
bet ane 4° Page No...... = co 
(Oficial Tithe *. 


Kiogs County Clerk's No me P38 “™ 


%, 
Commission Expires ... ¢ | Yat, oe / g wg tags | * 


* 


2% Y 
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Mr. Tavenner. I think I should read the date of the document which 
August 19, 1948. 

Did you live at 827 Lafayette Avenue, Borough of Brooklyn, in 
August of 1948 ? 

(‘The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lonvon. I am going to refuse to answer this question on the 
grounds previously stated, as I can see no reason why it is the busi- 
ness of this committee to know exactly where I have lived. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a member of the Communist Party 
in the city of Los Angeles at any time since the beginning of your 
present employment in 1953 % 

Mr. Lonpon. I will refuse to answer this question and I also want 
to say that I am invoking the 9th and 10th amendments of the Con- 
stitution as well as the 1st and 5th because the 9th and 10th amend- 
ments of the Constitution, dealing with delegated powers, as has al- 
ready been previously stated by “former witnesses, implies and has 
been so held that the people are sovereign for those powers that have 
not been delegated to elected representatives of Government. And 
it is more than an implication that representatives in Congress, or any 
other legislative body, are there to serve the people and not to have 
the people serve them. I have only seen this committee do one kind 
of service in the main, and that is the service of subpenas. 

I refuse to answer the question on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a member of the Poneto Party 
at any time since 1948, up until the time of your present employment ? 

Mr. Lonpon. If somebody has made that assertion—and I don’t 
particularly want to do this—I would like to refer the committee to a 
quotation from Mark 15: 2-5 of the Bible where: 


Pilate asked him, ‘Art thou the King of the Jews?” And He— 
Jesus— 


answering said unto him, “Thou sayest it.” 

And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he answered nothing. 

And Pilate asked him again, saying, ““Answerest thou nothing?’ behold—— 

Mr. Movunper. What is the question, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Ile has refused to answer that question. 

Mr. Moutprr. Let’s have the next question. 

Mr. Lonpon. I beg your pardon, sir. I haven’t been directed to 
answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you want to be directed? 

Mr. Scuerrr. Regular order. Let’s go with the next question. 

Mr. Mounper. The witness is directed to answer. 

Mr. Lonpon. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds previ 
ously stated. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lonpon. I refuse to answer that and all similar questions that 
are being put by this committee for the purposes of dividing our union 
and trying to inject controversial issues into a place of business or 
union where the members have the sole right of deciding for ee 
selves who is or what is anything. 

Mr. Moviper. You have a reasonable time to either answer the 
question or decline to answer it. 

Mr. Lownon. I decline to answer this question on the grounds prev!- 
ously stated. 
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Mr. Mou.per. The witness is excused. 

Call the next witness, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Alfred H. Caplan. 

Mr. Movuxtper. Would you kindly hold up your right hand? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
give before the committee will be the truth, the whole truth, and noth 
ing but the truth, so help you God? 


Mr. Capran. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ALFRED (ABRAHAM) HALE CAPLAN, ACCOMPA- 
NIED BY COUNSEL, BEN MARGOLIS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Cartan. My name as it appears on my birth certificate is Abra- 
ham, spelled in the same manner as Abraham Lincoln, the second name 
is Hale, the last name is Caplan, C-a-p-l-a-n. Several months after 1 
was born—— 

Mr. Mouwper. That will be unnecessary, please. Let’s not get into 
long discussions. You have answered the question by giving yout 
name in response to the question. 

Mr. Cartan. I have not finished, sir. My name has been changed. 

Mr. Moutper. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. He says his name has been changed. 

Mr. Cartan. That is what I was about to say. 

Several months after I was born my mother and father changed my 
name to Alfred Hale Caplan. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is quite sufficient. 

Mr. Capitan. Presently I am known as Al. 

Mr. TavenneR. When and where were you born, Mr. Caplan ? 

Mr. Cartan. I was born 1418 North Tallman Avenue, Chicago, Il., 
July 8, 1918. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that you are accompanied by the same 
counsel who accompanied the preceding witness. 

Where do you reside, Mr. Caplan ? 

Mr. Capitan. I reside in the same congressional district as Congress- 
man Doyle, Los Angeles. 

Mr. Tavenner. For the record, where do you reside ? 

Mr. Carian. In Los Angeles, in the same district as Congressman 
Doyle. 

I note that Congressman Doyle has left the hearing. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long — you lived in Los Angeles? 

Mr. Cartan. I have lived in Los Angeles since 1932, with the ex 
ception of the time I spent in the U nited States Marine Corps and 
working for this union in Chicago, II1. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in the Armed Forces of the 
United States and during w hat period ? 

Mr. Carian. I was in the United States Marine Corps for some 25 
months. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the dates please ? 

Mr, Cartan. I don’t recall the exact date. I believe it was the 
early part of 1944 until March 1, I believe, 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has your employment been since 1946? 

Mr. Carian. Since 1946 I have been actively engaged and elected 
by the membership of local 26 as vice president and as president of 
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local 26. Iam also international executive board member of the inter- 
national union. And as president of local 26 I have been instructed 
by my executive bo: ird to suggest and ask of this committee, recommend 
and demand that they take their hands off our union. 

Mr. Scuerer. I move, Mr. Chairman, that the last part of the 
witness’ answer which is not responsive to the question be stricken 
from the record. 

Mr. Moutper. That request will be duly considered by the full 
committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you file an affidavit as a non-Communist union 
officer under the provisions of law for the year 1956 ¢ 

Mr. Cartan. In reference to these remarks and in reference to what 
the Congressman might be from Illinois or Ohio, as you said—— 

Mr. Tavenner. That is not responsive to my question. Will you 
please re ply to my quest ion ¢ 

Mr. Carian. Counselor Tavenner, I don’t want. to sound testy or 
ridiculous, | want to modulate my voice. I do have a cold. You 
brought me down to this hearing out of a sick bed, as you well know. 

Mr. Tavenner. No complaint has been made about your voice. 
Please answer the question. 

Mr. Cartan. The point I wanted to make is that apparently you 
don’t understand, or you could not read my mind as to what I am 
about to say. You cut me off. I believe that you may not agree with 
what I s: ay. 

Mr. Movutprer. What is the question pending, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. My question was whether or not he signed an affi- 
davit as a non-Communist union officer for the year 1956, as required 
under the provisions of the law. 

Mr. Capitan. Congressman Scherer he ~ asked my remarks be 
stricken from the record when I said, “Take your hands off our 
union.” 

Those questions relate to union activities. 

Mr. Movrper. You will be given a reasonable time to answer the 
question or decline to answer as you may elect to do. 

Mr. Cartan. If Iam given a reasonable time to answer the question, 
I am trving to avail mvself of that reasonable time. 

Mr. Mourper. It calls for a reasonable answer. He asked you, did 
vou sign such an affidavit ? 

Mr. Cartan. I am attempting to tell counselor for the committee. 

Mr. Moutper. Either answer the question or—— 

Mr. Carian. Tam nota man of few words. 

Mr. Movurper. Or decline to answer and give your reason for it, 
either one. 

Mr. Capran. It is very obvious, Mr. Chairman, that it is difficult to 
answer in language that one who is called upon to answer— 

Mr. Movutper. What I mean is if you signed such an affidavit and 
you wish to admit that you did sign such an affidavit, then you will be 
given an opportunity to explain or expand upon your reasons for 
sioning or not signing, or denying that you sioned it, as you may 
elect todo. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Carian. I refuse to answer the last question of counsel for the 
committee, based upon the following grounds: 
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Number one, the first amendment to the Bill of Rights—and I note 
you smile when I mentioned the Bill of Rights, Counsel,—insofar as 
the right of each American citizen to freedom of speech, freedom of the 
press. I relate to Articles [IX and X, known as the ninth and tenth 
amendments, in which certain rights are kept by the people; and I 
literally meant that the right of the union to be secure, its members to 
be secure, and I as an individual to be secure, are contained in some 
of these amendments. 

Mr. Scuerer. To be secure from Communist domination, too, and 
control. A union has that right, too, under that amendment. 

Mr. Carian. Last, Mr. Chairman,—I will at least have one oppor- 
tunity of interrupting the Congressman as he has interrupted me— 
Article V, known as the fifth amendment insofar as due process, 
insofar as being compelled to testify, and all other provisions that I 
may not have mentioned in these four particular amendments, based 
upon those four amendments I refuse to answer your question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of an affidavit of 
non-Communist union officer, marked for identification as “Al Caplan 
Exhibit No. 1.” It is the National Labor Relations Board Form No. 
1081. 

I ask that you examine it please. 

(Document placed on the witness table.) 

Mr. Capitan. Excuse me. I am discussing with my counsel. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Carian. I will not dignify this committee by answering the 
question, and obviously I will not dignify the question by looking at 
the document. I refuse on the same constitutional grounds that I have 
heretofore stated. 

Mr. Moutper. The document marked “Caplan Exhibit No. 1” is 
offered to the witness, with the direction that he examine the docu- 
ment for the purpose of qualifying himself to answer such questions 
as may be propounded to him by counsel or by members of the 
committee. 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Movutper. You are so directed for the reason that it is our duty 
to advise and inform you that your refusal to examine the document 
might place you in a position of being guilty of contempt, and that 
statement isn’t made in the nature of a threat. It is just purely for 
your advice and information. 

Mr. Carian. That may be your intention, but I want to say, Mr. 
Chairman—I might get in difficulty here—you don’t intimidate me so 
easy. 

Mr. Moutper. I am not trying to intimidate you. 

Mr. Capran. I don’t think you are. But the Congressman sitting 
over here—I wish he would stick around and come on back. I like to 
sit next to him. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, the air isn’t so good down there with you Com- 
munists. I need a little fresh air up here. 

Mr. Movutper. Let’s proceed with the next question, please, Mr. 
Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Al Caplan Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Movutper. The exhibit referred to by counsel will be so marked 
and admitted in evidence. 

77436—56—pt. 10 —11 
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At CAPLAN Exuisit No. 1 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD 


AFFIDAVIT OF NONCOMMUNIST UNION OFFICER 


(See instrections on reverse) 


The undersigned, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 


1. Iam a responsible officer of the union named below. 


2. Iam not a member of the Communist Party or affiliated with such party. 


8. I do not believe in, and I am not a member of nor do I support any organization that believes in or 
teaches, the overthrow of the United States Government by force or by any illegal or unconstitutional 
methods. 


_Narehouse, Processing & Distribution Vorkers Union, Local 26 v 


(Pull name of union, Including local name and number) S 


International Longshoremen's &e Warehousemen's Union 
(Pull name of nationa! or international unica ‘ot which it is an afin or ae 


Ca fe Cer en 
Title of office | Eel ha P 
Assumed office on fons At é /Fsr 


a Cateoth) (Day) ee 


igmetewre Se se 


Residence A CaaZe //SAL S Lae. Vv 


(QNumber and street) 
te hae yl Sey y 


(Gity and State) 
(The notery public or other person oe by low to administer ooths must 7. in completely al! blonk spoces below.) 


A notary public or aA — authorized by. law to administer oa i tal biases in and 


for the county of ZO. U4 (ntti _, State of 


‘ rex Now 27, 19 
My commission expires _ aX ee 55 ‘ 


Hasel Lbdionag Ln oP } RY 


149.20 \-\ 


Matt J AWTS oft}. 

. 7 . ma! sy 

a oe 
* 


‘2 


‘ 


~ . . 


WARNING. —The attention of persons fil ling this form with the Board is directed to U. S. Code, Title 18, See. 1001 (formerly 
Sec. 80), which provides that any person willfully making or causing to be made any false or fraudulent statements or repre- 
sentations in any matter within the jurisdiction of the Board shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than 
§ years, or both. 16 s58eo-6 
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(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should read the affidavit. It is the usual 
affidavit of non-Communist membership. It was sworn to on Janu- 
ary 6, 1955, and the name of the affiiant is Al Caplan, C-a-p-l-a-n. 

Mr. Caplan, were you a member of the Communist Party on the 6th 
day of January 1955, the date of this document? 

Mr. Capitan. You know, apparently people don’t believe me when I 
tell you something. Just keep your—— 

Mr. Scnerer. That is true. 

Mr. Carian. Just keep your hands off our union, off our members, 
see. And you try this routine—come on, Congressman. You know 
I’m baiting you—you try this routine. By the way, since you left I 
notice the air has cleared up, at least around me. 

Mr. Movutper. Let us proceed as orderly as possible. 


Mr. Capian. Mr. Chairman, I would suggest you tell the Congress- 
man, too. 


Mr. Moutper. I understand. 

Mr. Cartan. I have been needled by experts. I don’t consider this 
Congressman an expert. 

Mr. Movutper. Let’s please have order in the hearing room. And 
may I say that in the event that there are more demonstrations it 
may be necessary to order the hearing room cleared of all spectators, 
which will be with the exception of the press and the staff. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me assure the witness that his discourtesy to the 
members of the committee is not going to affect me one bit in the ques- 
tions I am going to ask him. 

Mr. Cartan. You say discourtesy ? 

Mr. TaveENNER. Yes, discourtesy. 

Mr. Capitan. Iam not trying to be discourteous. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of a second non- 
Communist affidavit. This affidavit was sworn to on January 5, 1956, 
and the name of the affiant is Al Caplan. It is marked for identifica- 
tion only as “Al Caplan Exhibit No. 2.” 

I ask you whether or not you signed it ? 

(Document placed on the witness table. ) 

Mr. Cartan. I will not answer. 

Mr. Moutper. The same direction is given to the witness as before as 
to exhibit No. 1. 

Mr. Carian. I will not answer on the same grounds. That is, it is 
still the same subject matter, as I understand, counselor has directed. 
IT will not answer, on the same constitutional grounds that I have here- 
tofore stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Al Caplan Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Moviper. The document will be so marked. 

(This exhibit is similar to Al Caplan exhibit No. 1, p. 4056, and will 
not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the committee’s 
records. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party on the 
6th day of January 1955, Mr. Caplan ? 

Mr. Cartan. Do you accept the same answer? Will it speed this 
thing along? 

Mr. TAveNNER. We understand when you make the remark “the same 
answer” it will be by reference to include all of the reasons that you 











4058 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE LOS ANGELES, CALIF., AREA 


have given prior to that question for declining or refusing to answer. 

Mr. Carian. The taxpayers have paid enough money for this hear- 
ing. Let’s shorten it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you execute a similar affidavit for the year 1954? 

Mr. Cartan. Same answer. 

Mr. TavenNnerR. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time during the year 1954? 

Mr. CaPLan. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you execute a similar affidavit for the year 1953 ? 

Mr. Cartan. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party in the 
year 1953? 

Mr. CapLan. Same answer, Counselor. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Caplan, have you taken part in a movement de- 
signed to defend the 11 Communists who were on trial in the city of 
New York in 1949? 

Mr. Carian. Mr. Chairman, would it be possible—may I ask you 
a point of procedure? Would it be possible to say, No. 1, any answers 
relative to my personal life, insofar as thinking, reading, what I sign, 
what I don’t sign; and secondly, all answers relative to union functions, 
that the constitutional grounds that I have set forth—isn’t it possible 
to say on all these questions that you have, you know I am not going 
to answer them, you knew that before the hearing started, you knew 
the position, I believe, that I was going to take—couldn’t we expedite 
it by saying, “Look, fellows, you know what I am going todo. Sol 
am doing it.” 

Mr. Scuerer. Don’t you want the public to hear these questions 
asked about you? Are you afraid of them? Is that the reason you 
want to expedite it? Don’t you want your union to know about it? 

Mr. Capuan. Nice trying, Congressman. It just don’t work. 

Mr. Scuerer. It was a good try. 

What is the reason you do not want these questions asked ? 

Mr. Mou.per. I would suggest the question be reframed and that 
you name some of the persons referred to as the 11 Communists. 

Mr. Tavenner. Eugene Dennis was one of the 11 principal Commu- 
nists of the United States at the time in 1949. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is where they harassed Judge Medina, just like 
this witness is attempting to harass this committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will ask the witness to examine the October 
31, 1949, issue of the Daily People’s World and state whether or not 
he was one of the leaders of a movement which was entitled in this 
paper to be “L. A. Leaders Urge Bail for Communist Eleven.” 

Mr. Cartan. The same answer to the documents that are offered 
to me—at least thus far. 

Mr. TavenNnER. May I ask that the witness be directed to examine 
the article? 

Mr. Cartan. The same answer. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is directed to— 

Mr. Cartan. You accept my 

Mr. Movutprer. Examine the document. And the witness declines 
to examine the document for the reasons previously given. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 
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Mr. Tavenner. What action did the Communist Party take in the 
city of Los Angeles to defend the Communist leaders in the city of 
New York? 

Mr. Carian. Tam sorry, I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. TavenNeR. What action did the Communist Party take in the 
city of Los Angeles to defend the Communists on trial in the city of 
New York? 

Mr. Capitan. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. What action did you take? 

Mr. Carian. Same answer. 

I want to repeat, Mr. Chairman, you ain’t getting nothing out of 
me. When it comes to my union and my rights you’re in trouble. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a party to the signing of a brief amicus 
curiae for the defense of the Communists on trial in New York? 

Mr. Cartan. Same answer. 

I would like to offer an alternative suggestion, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moutper. What is it? 

Mr. Carian. An alternative suggestion. Congressman Scherer im- 
plied that perhaps I would like to hide something. Maybe if every- 
thing was said at one time, if he fears the public knowing what the 
questions were, if he would ask all of his questions and give him one 
answer, maybe that would be helpful ? 

I will just sit back and make a note on each question you ask and 
give you one answer and we can save a few bucks that way. 

Mr. Moutper. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a copy of the December 28, 1951, edition 
of the Daily People’s World, at page 5 of that document, and I call 
your attention to an article by William Z. Foster, under which greet- 
ings are sent to the Daily Worker by a number of people. I see there 
in one section greetings from Al Caplan, Lou Sherman, and four other 
people. 

Will you examine it, please ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Captian. I will not answer,any questions concerning that docu- 
ment. Therefore, I will not answer your question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you aware of a plan on the part of the Com- 
munist Party in the city of Los Angeles to circulate petitions of the 
Independent Progressive Party for signatures in order to get the Pro- 
gressive Party on the ballot? 

Mr. CapLan. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a document marked for identification as 
“Caplan Exhibit No. 3”. It is a photostatic copy of a petition of the 
Independent Progressive Party of California, at the end of which 
there is an affidavit showing that it was signed by the individuals 
whose names appear thereon, and I will ask you whether or not your 
name appears on line 6. 

(Document placed on the witness table. ) 

Mr. Carian. Same answer. 

Mr. Moutper. The record will show the witness declines to examine 
Caplan exhibit No. 3 for the reason previously stated. 


Mr. Tavenner. I offer the document in evidence, and ask that it be 
marked “Caplan Exhibit No. 3.” 
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Mr. Movutper. The document is so marked and will be admitted in 
evidence. 

(This exhibit is similar to Kalman Bloch exhibit No. 1, page 3957, 
and will not be reproduced in the printed record. It is on file in the 
committee’s records. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the commitee, please, whether you have 
been active in an organization known as the Los Angeles Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born ? 

Mr. Cartan. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you on the continuation committee of that 
organization in 1953? 

Mr. Cartan. Is the question finished ? 

Mr. TaveNNER. Yes. 

Mr. CarLan. Same answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. The American Committee for Protection of Foreign 
Born has been cited as a Communist-front organization, has it not? 

Mr. Tavenner. It has. 

Mr. Cartan. By the way, Mr. Congressman, may I ask a question 
based upon these remarks ? 

Is it the indication again, as I have heard several times, that when 
constitutional privileges are used in declining to answer—does the 
Congressman disagree with the Supreme C ourt’s most recent decision 
that this is an admission of guilt ? 

Mr. Scuerer. That isn’t what the Supreme Court said. I do dis- 
agree with the recent Supreme Court decision, but I realize that I must 
abide by it, and will abide by it until that decision is changed. 

Mr. Cartan. What is your inference when I decline to answer on 
this last question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, that is entirely unresponsive to any 
question asked. 

Mr. Moutper. That is argumentative. 

Mr. Cartan. The unfortunate thing is I am not a lawyer. I can’t 
cope with some of this. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let’s say this: You don’t have to draw any inferences 
at all, Witness, on your refusal to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
and other amendments. I draw my inference from the sworn testi- 
mony before this committee under oath that you are a member of the 
Communist Party. That is where I draw my inference. And 
whether you reinvoke the fifth amendment or not doesn’t make any 
difference. 

Mr. Capitan. The inference I am concerned with is what the Ameri- 
can people think of me, and particularly the members of my union. 

Mr. Moutper. The next question, please. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you the July 11, 1950, issue of the Daily 
People’s World, and call your attention to an article rel: iting to the 
Stockholm peace appeal. I will ask you to tell the committee, after 
you have examined the article, whether or not you as president of the 

ILWU, Local 26, participated in the Stockholm peace appeal. 

(Document placed on the witness table.) 

Mr. Carian. I would like to urge that this committee immediately 
or possibly tomorrow or Monday come down to the union office. We 

will discuss what this union does. We will discuss why it does it. 
And maybe this will help clear up in the minds of the committee some 
of the questions that the committee is asking. 
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Mr. Movutper. Will you examine the document offered by counsel ? 

Mr. Capitan. The same answer. 

Mr. Movuxper. The witness declines to examine the document as 
requested by the.committee for the reasons previously stated by him. 

Mr. TavEnNeR. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Capitan. The same answer, my friends. 

And I assume you know what I mean by the same answer. 

Mr. Mouuper. Yes. The record will show that you are declining 
to answer that question for the reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Carian. | appreciate the chairman keeping the record straight. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Cartan. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. | have no further questions. 

Mr. Moutper. Questions, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scurrer. No questions. 

Mr. Mou per. The witness is excused. 

You may claim your witness fees with the deputy clerk. 

Mr. Cartan. May I make a contribution of that fee to anybody 
I want to? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, this witness has been insolent to 
the point where I think he should be ejected from the hearing room, 
and I suggest it. 

Mr. Movucper. Very well. 

Mr. Cartan. I am asked by the committee to leave the hearing 
room ¢ 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is excused. And you may claim your 
witness fees with the deputy clerk. 

Call the next witness. 

Mr. Carian. One question. 

How do I sign it? What name? 

Mr. Moutper. Would you call the next witness, please ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. John T. McTernan. 

Mr. Mouper. Will you hold up your right hand and be sworn, 
please ? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. McTernan. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN T. McTERNAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GRANT B. COOPER 


Mr. TAvENNER. What is your name, please, sir? 
Mr. McTernan. My name is John T. McTernan. [I live in Los An- 
geles. 

Mr. TavenneER. Will you spell your last name, please, sir ¢ 

Mr. McTernan. M-c-T-e-r-n-a-n. 

Mr. TavenneR. It is noted that you are accompanied by counsel. 
Will counsel please identify himself for the record. 

Mr. Coorrr. Grant B. Cooper. 

Mr. Tavenner. Attorney, of Los Angeles? 

Mr. Cooper. That is correct. 
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Mr. TavenNER. When and where were you born, Mr. McTernan ? 

Mr. McTrrnan. I was born in White Plains, N. Y., November 25, 
1910. 

Mr. TavenNneER. Do you now reside in the city of Los Angeles? 

Mr. McTernan. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been a resident of the State of 
California ¢ 

Mr. McTrrnan. Well, since some time in late 1937 or early 1938. I 
am not quite sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived in California continuously since that 
time? 

Mr. McTrrnan. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your profession ? 

Mr. McTernan. I am an attorney at law, licensed to practice in the 
State of New York and California. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you begin the practice of law in the State 
of California? 

Mr. McTernan. You mean when was I admitted to practice in Cal- 
ifornia ? 

Mr. TavenNER. Or when did you begin ? 

Mr. McTernan. There isaslight difference. 

I was admitted to practice in California in the year 1942. I began 
working as a lawyer here in 1937 when I was with the United States 
Government. And that is considered active and substantial practice 
of the law by the State bar. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Mr. McTernan. I am a graduate of White Plains Public High 
School, in the year 1927; Amherst College, A-m-h-e-r-s-t, 1931; and 
Columbia Law School, in 1934. I hold the degrees of A. B. at Amherst, 
and LL. B. at Columbia. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your first employment by the United 
States Government? 

Mr. McTrernan. My first employment by the United States Govern- 
ment was with the United States Shipping Board Merchant Fleet Cor- 
poration in October of 1934. 

Mr. TavenneER. Will you bring it up to date from that time. 

Mr. McTrernan. During much of the period I was with the Shipping 
Board Bureau I was on loan to the Solicitor’s Office of the Department 
of Commerce. When the Merchant Marine Act of 1936 was passed 
and the United States Maritime Commission was created I was trans- 
ferred, by operation of law, to that body where I was employed as 
a lawyer. And some time in 1937—I think it was May or June—I 
transferred to the National Labor Relations Board where I served 
until early 1942, at which time I transferred to the Office of Price 
Administration where I served until September of 1943. 

Do you want my capacites in these various agencies? 

Mr. Tavenner. On what date did you leave the NLRB? 

Mr. McTernan. I don’t remember the exact date, Mr, Tavenner, 
but it was early in the year 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. What employment followed that ? 

Mr. McTrrnan. For the Office of Price Administration, regional 
enforcement attorney. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Where were you employed when you were working 
for the United States Shipping Board ? 

Mr. McTrernan. Geographically where was I employed ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. McTernan. In Washington, D. C. 

Mr. TavenNnER. When you were employed by the National Labor 
Relations Board where were you stationed ¢ 

Mr. McTernan. I was officially assigned to Washington for a pe- 
riod of time, and on travel status much of that time. 

Some time in 1938, early 1938, I was made regional attorney in 
San Francisco for the 20th region of the NLRB. And I served in 
that capacity until I left the NLRB. 

Mr. 'TavenNeErR. Then you were in the city of Washington for a very 
short period of time in 1937 when you first became an employee of 
the National Labor Relations Board ¢ 

Mr. McTernan. Following my transfer to the NLRB I think I was 
physically in Washington 2 days, until I was sent out to Detroit on a 
case against the Ford Motor Co. But I was officially stationed in 
Washington for many months but on travel status in various parts of 
the country. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you spend, after your appointment at the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board, any period of a month or more at one 
time in the city of Washington ? 

Mr. McTernan. I guess I did. My best recollection is that I did. 

I was called back to Washington pretty regularly on official busi- 
ness, and they kept me there various periods of time. It is difficult 
to recollect precisely when or how long. 

Mr, Tavenner. During that period of time were you aware of the 
existence of an organized group of the Communist Party made up of 
einployees on the legal staff of the National Labor Relations Board 
in the city of Washington ? 

Mr. McTernan. This question is probably designed to identify me 
with the Communist Party or with Communist beliefs, and, for that 
reason, I would like to state my position on that point by way of 
stating my grounds for not answering the question. 

Mr. TavenNER. You mean your grounds for refusal to answer? 

Mr. McTernan. That is right. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. McTrrnan. My grounds for refusing to answer this question, 
are these: 

Any question designed to elicit my views or my associations is es- 
sentially an act of censorship on the part of the Government. 

And the Government has no power to engage in that function be- 
cause that power was not delegated to it by the people when the Con- 
stitution was adopted. 

A negation of such delegation is enshrined in the 9th and 10th 
amendments of the Constitution of the United States. 

Such a question posed by an agency of Government is abridgement 
of my freedom to think as I please and to belong to what I please, and, 
therefore, contravenes the first amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Such censorship, particularly as applied to lawyers who are oath 
bound to represent unpopular causes and unpopular clients, is es- 
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sentially an intimidation of abandonment of pursuit of their calling, 
an interference with the judicial function, and I decline to answer 
on that ground. 

And, ‘finally, I decline to answer on the ground that I exercise my 
privilege not to be a witness against my self, and, in doing so, I assure 
you and the committee that I have no sense of w rongdoing whatsoever. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make application for position of chief t 
enforcement attorney at the San Francisco office ? 1 

Mr. McTrrnan. I think you have the title wrong. I think it was 
regional enforcement attorney. The region covered the entire west 
coast. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me show you a photostatic copy which has the 
very language that I mentioned on it. If the title is wrong and you 
have an explanation for it, please explain it. 

(Document handed to the witness.) 

Mr. TaveNnNER. Do you see the title of the office ? 

Mr. McTrrnan. I see the document, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What does it state? 

Mr. McTrrnan. It starts out: 


United States Civil Service Commission, Washington, D. C. 


Mr. Coorer. The title. | 

Mr. Tavenner. I think you know I am speaking of the position 
for which you applied. 

Mr. McTernan. I am not going to answer any questions and as- 
sume in them, Mr. Tavenner, this is my document. If you want to 
know what this document says on its face, item 1, it says: 


—/ . abAra 


Chief enforcement attorney, San Francisco regional office. 


_— =” = 


Mr. Tavenner. That is what it says. 

Will you look at the end of the document and see what it says as 
to the name of the person whose application it is ? 

Mr. McTrrnan. I see it. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the name? 

Mr. McTernan. Mr. Tavenner, the document speaks for itself. I 
am not going to read the document. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it your application for employment ? 

Mr. McTrrnan. That I refuse to answer on all the grounds I have 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the document and state whose 
name appears on the bottom of it? 

Mr. McTrrnan. I will not read the document for you. I am not 
subpenaed here for that purpose. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I ask a direction that the witness answer the 
question 4 

Mr. Movuuprer. The witness is directed to answer. 

Mr. McTrernan. Mr. Chairman, I have looked at the document, and 
I decline to read it because the function of a witness does not include 
reading documents at the behest of anybody. 

Mr. Movunper. You decline? 

Mr. McTernan. What I mean is reading out loud for the record 
what is in it. I have looked at it and read it. 

Mr. Movuper. You decline to read the document for the reasons 
previously stated. Is that correct? 
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Mr. McTernan. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it your application for employment ? 

Mr. McTrrnan. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. What grounds? 

Mr. McTernan. Counsel, do you want me to recite them all? 

Mr. TaveNNER. You mean on the grounds you just meant for refusal 
to answer the last question? Or the constitutional grounds you for- 
merly assigned ? 

Mr. McTrrnan. My constitutional grounds formerly assigned. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence marked 
“McTernan alibi No. 1,” for identification purposes, and to be 
retained in the committee’s files. 

Mr. Mou.per. So ordered. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr, Chairman, this is an application for appoint- 
ment to the position of chief enforcement attorney, San Francisco Re 
gional Office. It states that the date of birth is November 25, 1910; 
the place of birth, White Plains, N. Y.; that the individual making 
this anne ation holds an A. B. degree at Amherst College, and an 
LL. from Columbia Law School. It is signed John T. McTernan. 

I a an oath at the bottom: 

Subscribed and duly sworn to before me according to law by the above-named 
applicant, the 16th day of January, 1942. 

The signature of the officer is Marion N. Bender. 

Now I desire to read question 15 of this application: 

Are you a member of any Communist or German Bund organization or any 
political party or organization which advocates the overthrow of our constitu- 
tional form of government in the United States, or do you have membership in 
or any affiliation with any group, association, or organization which advocates, 
or lends support to any organization or movement advocating, the overthrow of 
our constitutional form of government in the United States? 

The answer filled in to that question is “No.” 

Will you examine the exhibit, again, please, and state whether you 
gave the answer “No” to the question I read, question 15 ¢ 

(Document handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. McTernan. Mr. Chairman, this is just a way of backing into 
the same question I refused to answer before. And I refuse to answer 
on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the statement appearing on this affidavit true 
or false on the 16th day of January 1942, with regard to your former 
membership in the Communist Party ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. McTernan. The same question; the same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
time you executed it on the 16th day of January 1942? 

Mr. McTrrnan. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. McTernan, a witness appeared before the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities on the 23d day of January 1952, by 
the name of David Aaron, A-a-r-o-n. 

Are you acquainted with Mr. Aaron ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. McTernan. Since I am acquainted with that transcript, I 
will take the same position as to that question as I have the others. 

Mr. Scuerer. You mean you are refusing to answer the question for 
the reasons assigned ? 









































4066 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE LOS ANGELES, CALIF., AREA 






Mr. McTernan. That is correct, Congressman. 
Mr. Tavenner. Was Mr. Aaron an employee of the National Labor 
Relations Board at any time during the period of your connection 
with it? 

Mr. McTernan. Well, I think I will take the consistent and legal 
position, Mr. Tavenner, and refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of his testimony I asked Mr. th 
Aaron this question : th 


After you severed your connection with the Government position and accepted 
the invitation to join the party— 


meaning the Communist Party— 


tell us just what occurred, how you were assigned to a group and any other in- te: 
formation you have. 

Mr. AARON. I wasn’t assigned to any group. I just came up to this house, and 
there was a considerable group of people there, and I was told that I had already 
been accepted and that I was in. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Who was it that directed you to come to that particular te 
meeting? 

Mr. Aaron. Mr. McTernan. 


la 
Mr. Scnerer. Is that testimony true or false, Witness ? P: 
Mr. McTrrnan. Is there a question I am called on to answer ? . 
Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 
Mr. McTernan. The change in characters confuse me. 
I take the same position on it, and refuse to answer. 
Mr. Tavenner. I asked this further question of Mr. Aaron: 
To be absolutely definite about it, so there will be no misunderstanding, I 
would like you to give us the names of all those whom you can remember were 
members of this group— 
the group that we were speaking of was a Communist Party group— . 
composed exclusviely of lawyers. 
Mr. Aaron’s reply: b 
That is quite an order. ( 
Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 
Mr. Woop— 
who was chairman of the committee— 
; r 
Do you want him to repeat the names he has already given or those he hasn't 
identified? 
Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, sir; I think so. n 
You have already mentioned the name of John McTernan as a member. 
Mr. Aaron. Yes. | 
] 


Were you a member of the group of the Communist Party in the 
city of Los Angeles composed exclusively of members of the legal ] 
profession, Mr. McTernan ? 

Mr. McTernan. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I asked this further question of Mr. Aaron: . 

There is one other question I would like to ask you. 

Do you recall the names of those three or four who paid the $20 a month? 
Can you name any of the group that paid that much? 

Speaking of Communist Party dues. 

Mr. Aaron’s reply: 


Margolis, McTernan, George Altman, and I think that is all. 


Did you pay as much as $20 a month in dues to the Communist 
Party, Mr. McTernan? 
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(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. McTernan. The same answer to that. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Mr. A. Marburg Yerkes? 

Mr. Scuerer. Are you finished reading the testimony of Mr. Aaron? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, I want to ask you whether or not any of 
the testimony that was read to you, which was given by Mr. Aaron to 
this committee under oath, was false so far as it applied to you. 

Mr. McTernan. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Mr. A. Marburg Yerkes, 
an attorney ¢ 

Mr. McTernan. Are you referring to an A. Marburg Yerkes who 
testified before this committee in 1952 ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir, on January 24, 1952. 

Mr. McTernan. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. This question was asked of Mr. Yerkes when he 
testified before this committee: 

Mr. Yerkes, you have, in the course of your testimony, mentioned a number of 
lawyers in Los Angeles who were known to you to be members of the Communist 


arty. I want to check your testimony and I want you to state again whether 


or not each was known to you to be a member of the Communist Party: Mr. John 
McTernan. 


Mr. YERKES. Yes, sir. 


Mr. McTrrnan. He didn’t say John McTernan ? 

Same answer. 

Mr. TavenNneR. He didn’t say what? 

Mr. McTernan. I was just trying to be jocular. Excuse me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Mr. William G. Israel? 

Mr. McTernan. Are you referring to the William G. Israel who is 
carried in your transcript as a witness before this committee in 1952? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, I am speaking of the gentleman who testified 
before the committee on January 25, 1952, regarding his own former 
Communist Party activities. 

Mr. McTernan. Excuse me. I didn’t mean to interrupt. 

The same answer, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Israel testified before the committee about his 
membership in the National Lawyers Guild. Hestated: 


I joined the guild immediately upon being admitted to the bar in California. 
Then my question was: 


How long was it after you joined the guild before you were invited by Mr. 
McTernan to become a member of the party? 


Mr. Israel says: 
I can’t remember that. It was a very short period, probably 2 or 3 weeks. 


Prior to that Mr. Israel had testified that he was admitted to the 
bar on January 9, 1947, and opened offices in Los Angeles, and within 
2 weeks he was approached by 2 attorneys and asked to rejoin the 
Communist Party. He had been a member at another place before 
coming here. 

I asked him: 

Do you recall the names of those two attorneys? 


Mr. IsrRAEv. I recall one. I cannot recall the other. John McTernan was one. 
I cannot recall who the other was. 
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Did you solicit the membership of Mr. Israel in the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. McTrrnan. The same answer. And I want to add an addi- 
tional ground, that this committee is not a grand jury or trial body be- 
fore whom citizens can be summoned to answer accusations of other 
people. And, therefore, the committee has no competence to ask the 
question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Milton Tyre? 

Mr. McTrernan. Are you reading from the same transcript, Mr. 
Tavenner? I just want to get the side. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. McTernan. Same answer. 

Is that T-y-r-e ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, T-y-r-e. 

Mr. McTrernan. Same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. In a sworn affidavit which he gave and submitted 
to the committee he identified you as a member of the Communist 
Party. Do you wish to confirm or deny his statement ? 

Mr. McTrernan. Same answer on all grounds, including the last one. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was the testimony of at least 3 of those 4 lawyers 
1 have mentioned, that this group of the Communist Party of which 
they had been members in the city of Los Angeles had endeavored to 
control the National Lawyers Guild chapter in the city of Los Angeles. 
Do you have any knowledge of Communist Party efforts to control 
that organization ? 

Mr. McTrernan. Same answer on all the grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether you 
were a member of the Communist Party prior to your first employment 
with the Government? 

Mr. McTernan. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a member of the Communist Party 
at any time since you left Government employment ? 

Mr. McTernan. Mr. Tavenner, no matter how many times you vary 
the question, the same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. McTernan. The same answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Moutper. Any questions, Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scnerer. No questions. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is excused. 

On the conclusion of the hearings of this subcommittee of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities the Chair now desires to sum 
up, in brief, a few observations and conclusions 

Mr. Scuerer. May I suggest that we wait until those who want to 
leave have had the opportunity todo so? 

Mr. Moutper. Very well. 

As I have stated, on the conclusion of the hearings of the subcom- 
mittee of the House Committee on Un-American Activities, the Chair 
desires to sum up, in brief, a few observations and conclusions un- 
animously agreed upon by the members of the subcommittee, and bear- 

ing on testimony received from the witnesses heard this week who have 
seen it as their duty to disclose to the subcommittee the facts of their 
experiences and activities within the Communist Party. 
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On the opening day of the hearings it was announced by the Chair 
that the subcommittee intended to inquire into several aspects of al- 
leged Communist activity in the Los Angeles area, with particular 
reference to the part played by the so- -called musicians branch of the 
Communist Party and the extent, if any, of the efforts put forth by 
members of the Communist Party to qualify the Independent Pro- 
gressive Party for the 1948 elections. In addition, the committee pro- 
posed to call, and, in fact, did call other witnesses in the field of labor 
and government to explain alleged activities of their own in those areas 
of American life. 

Efforts by the committee to inquire into these matters were frus- 
trated by the refusal of leaders of Local 26, ILWU, to answer any ques- 
tions related to their alleged Communist Party membership. The 
same was true of witnesses believed to possess considerable informa- 
tion on Communist activity in the Federal Government. 

The committee expresses its appreciation to the witnesses who co- 
operated with the Government by relating frankly and fully their own 
associations and activities while members of the Communist Party. 
Their valuable contributions should be acknowledged by their friends 
and associates as it is by the Congress of the U nited States. 

The fact of the existence of the so-called musicians branch or branch 
O of the Communist Party has been clearly established, as has the fact 
that members of that branch, together with other members of the 
Communist Party, made a determined, concealed, and deceitful effort 
to qualify the Independent Progressive Party on the California ballot. 

The testimony received this ‘week here in Los Angeles by the sub- 
committee bears out and confirms other and abundant testimony taken 
by the committee in other cities throughout the United States that the 
Progressive Party movement was, in its inception, a creature of the 
Communist conspiracy, and that its actions were, in major part, se- 
cretly controlled and directed by the Communist Party of the United 
States. Future and continuing investigation will disclose to what 
extent these findings are true at the present time. 

The charge leveled by critics of the House Un-American Activities 
Committee that the present hearings were designed and timed to inter- 
fere with and contribute confusion to a current labor dispute among 
musicians in the Los Angeles area has in no manner been substanti: ited. 
To the contrary, the only implication involving the internal affairs of 
any union has been injected into the hearing in statements made by 
witnesses invoking the provisions of the Constitution against possible 
sel f-incrimination. 

It might be added that, in spite of the oft-repeated profession by 
these witnesses of their deep devotion to the Constitution of the United 
States and the Bill of Rights, none saw fit to denounce the Soviet sys- 
tem of slave labor which makes mockery of free men. 

In the opinion of the subcommittee members, the Communist efforts 
to mobilize musicians within the framework of the Communist Party 
‘annot be separated from the overall drive made by the Communist 
Party some years ago to capture control and direction of every union 
and guild within the moving-picture industry. The failure of the 
Communist Party in this effort can be credited in large part to con- 
stant vigilance of thousands of loyal Americans within the industry, 
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including the overwhelming majority of southern California 
musicians. 

During the course of the hearings the name of the Los Angeles Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra was brought into the hearings. The committee 
wishes to stress its great admiration for the philharmonic orchestra 
and the work that it is doing to further and expand the cultural life 
of this community. Under the auspices of the Department of State, 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra is about to embark for the 
Far East on a concert tour, and the best wishes of the subcommittee 
members are extended to the orchestra members, its conductor, and the 
board of directors. 

The weeklong testimony taken by the subcommittee was highlighted 
on Tuesday by the testimony of Nikolai Khokhlov, a former Soviet 
intelligence officer, whose delineation of life for any creative artist 
under the Soviet system should be read with interest and concern by 
every free American, particularly those whose life is the untrammeled 
expression of his art. It is the intention of the subcommittee to rec- 
ommend to the Congress that the Khokhlov testimony, translated into 
German and Russian, be printed in quantities far in excess of usual 
requirements. It is hoped that many thousands of the translated texts 
will eventually come into the possession of men and women now held 
in the grip of Communist terror, carrying an American message of 
understanding and sympathy to those behind the Iron Curtain. If 
no other witness had appeared during the weeklong hearings, it is our 
opinion that the Khokhlov testimony would have warranted the ex- 
penditure involved. 

The committee wishes to acknowledge, with thanks, the telegraphic 
expressions of Cecil Read and Mr. John Te Groen, leaders of the dis- 
putant factions in the controversy heretofore referred to; to the many 
persons who have communicated with the committee their expressions 
of support and encouragement; to the press, radio, and television rep- 
resentatives who have covered the hearings; to the witnesses who have 
deemed it a duty as American citizens to communicate facts in their 
possession to the committee; to the staff of the committee for their 
careful and exacting preparation for the hearings, with particular 
reference to the work performed by committee counsel, Mr. Tavenner, 
and committee investigators, Wheeler and Owens. 

The committee also wishes to acknowledge its appreciation for the 
many services and courtesies accorded the committee by United States 
Marshal Robert W. Ware and the deputy United States marshals who 
have been in attendance here in the room during the week; to Chief of 
Police William Parker and the Los Angeles Police Department; to 
District Attorney Ernest Roll and his office; to Mr. Edmond Stillwell, 
manager of Federal properties in Los Angeles, and to his able custodial 
and maintenance staff. Mr. Jack Campbell, superintendent of the 
Federal Building, has been most cooperative in every respect and the 
committee expresses its appreciation. Sheriff Eugene W. Biscailuz 
and his deputies have cooperated in every respect, for which help and 
assistance the committee is grateful. 

In continuing vigilance lies the safety and the security of 165 million 
Americans of divergent races, creeds, colors, and political persuasion. 
It is to the concept of a free America that the House of Representatives 
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has pledged the efforts of its Committee on Un-American Activities. 
In spite of the plaints of those who would destroy the right of the 
Congress to investigate the activities of those whose allegiance is dedi 
cated to other and foreign philosophies, it will be the continuing goal 
of this committee to seek out the cancer of alien-directed conspiracies 
and to cut it out without infringing upon the sound tissue of America’s 
free institutions. 

Thank you. 

The committee will be adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 4:57 o’clock p. m. Saturday, April 21, 1956, the 
committee was adjourned subject to the call of the Chair, there being 
present Representatives Moulder and Scherer. ) 
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